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Sidley, Kristine (REPS) I Ausr7A~ I
SubmissionNo.. /620 I

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cleo Lynch [lynchc@bigpond.com]

Tuesday, 13 April 2004 8:35 PM

Committee, Treaties (REPS)

Re: Australia - US Bilateral trade agreement

Sorry, I keep forgetting.
Cleo Lynch, 8/15 Johnston Street Balmain NSW 2041

2004

BY:

Original Message
From: Committee. Treaties (REPS

)

To: Cleo Lynch
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2004 5:18 PM
Subject: RE: Australia - US Bilateral trade agreement

Thankyou for yourinterestin thecommittee’sinquiry into theUSA-AustraliaFreetrade
Agreement.In orderfor yourcommentsto beconsideredby theCommitteeasa submissionthere
is arequirementfor a postaladdress.This informationis usuallypublishedalongwith your
submissionunlessyou requestotherwise.

FranWilson
Office Administrator
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties

Original Message
From: Cleo Lynch [mailto:lynchc@bigpond.com]
Sent: Friday, 9 April 2004 7:13 PM
To: Committee, Treaties (REPS)
Subject: Australia - US Bilateral trade agreement

S

15/04/2004



TheSecretary
Joint StandingCommitteeon Treaties
Rl-109,ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

ProposedAustralia — ITS Free Trade Agreement

I havepreviouslybeenin contactwith TheHon. MarkVaille expressingmy strong
concernsaboutthis agreement,prior to thefinalizationof this document.I amtrying
again,althoughwith ajaundicedunderstandingofhowwell merevoterslike myselfare
listenedto. Again I reiteratethat thisagreementcertainlydoesnotappearto bein
Australia’sinterests.

MedicinesandDrugs
It is speciousto claim thatthePBSwill notbe affected.Maybeit won’t beaffectednow,
but in the long termit weakenspricecontrolson medicinesby allowing drugcompanies
to seekreviewsof decisionsby thePharmaceuticalBenefitsAdvisory Committee.
It alsosetsup anewjoint policycommitteewhich givestheUS governmenta voicein
Australianmedicinespolicy, basedon US policy andnoton theAustralianpolicy of
accessto medicinesfor all.

Tariff on autocomponents
This actionwill immediatelythreatenthejobs oftensofthousandsofAustralianworkers,
particularlyin Adelaideandin regionalVictoria. It alsoplacesatrisk over 100,000
manufacturingjobs,ascompaniescomplywith thenewtariff outlook.

Mediacontent
Australiancontentin newforms ofmediais underrealthreat,andallowstheUS
governmentto challengetheserulesasabarrierto trade.

Copvri~htlaw
AdoptingUS copyrightlaw will leadto highercostsfor libraries,schoolsand
universities.Librarieshavefor decadesbeenunderfunded,andnow thisagreementwill
increasethecosts.

StateandLocal governmentreaulation
“Binds”/freezesmanyareasofstateandlocalgovernmentregulationat existinglevels
andlimits theability of governmentsto makenewlawsandpolicieson essentialservices
like water.

ForeignInvestmentReviewBoard
Limits thepowersofthis boardto reviewinvestmentin thenationalinterest,sothat 90%
of US investmentwill notbereviewed.


