
 
 

The Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia 

 

Report 55 

Treaties tabled on 9 September 2003 

Two Agreements on Taxation — United Kingdom and Mexico 

Trade in Wine — European Union 

Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands 

ILO Convention No. 155 — Occupational Safety and Health 

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 

Rotterdam Convention on Notification of Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides 

Whaling Convention — Amendments to Schedule 

 

 
October 2003 
Canberra 



 

 

© Commonwealth of Australia 2003 

ISBN 0 642 78443 4 

 



 

 

 

Contents 

 

 

 

Membership of the Committee................................................................................................................. vi 

Terms of reference..................................................................................................................................viii 

List of abbreviations ................................................................................................................................. ix 

List of recommendations.......................................................................................................................... xi 

1 Introduction ............................................................................................................. 1 

Purpose of Report ..........................................................................................................................1 

Briefing documents........................................................................................................................2 

Conduct of Committee’s review ...................................................................................................2 

2 Two Double Taxation Agreements — United Kingdom and Mexico ................ 5 

Introduction .....................................................................................................................................5 

United Kingdom..............................................................................................................................6 

Purpose of the DTA with the United Kingdom.................................................................................7 

Features of the UK Agreement ........................................................................................................8 

Mexico ............................................................................................................................................10 

Purpose of DTA with Mexico..........................................................................................................10 

Features of the DTA with Mexico...................................................................................................11 

Costs and benefits .......................................................................................................................11 

United Kingdom ..............................................................................................................................12 

Mexico.............................................................................................................................................12 

Ongoing concerns about costs and benefits of DTAs...................................................................13 

Consultation..................................................................................................................................13 



iv  

 

 

Timing of introduction of legislation .........................................................................................14 

Concluding observations and recommendations ...................................................................15 

3 Amending Agreement between the European Community and Australia on  
trade in wine .......................................................................................................... 17 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................17 

Background...................................................................................................................................17 

Entry into force .............................................................................................................................19 

Costs ..............................................................................................................................................19 

Consultation..................................................................................................................................20 

Conclusion and recommendation..............................................................................................20 

4 Agreement on the operations and status of personnel deployed to Solomon  
Islands.................................................................................................................... 23 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................23 

Background...................................................................................................................................23 

Features of the Agreement..........................................................................................................24 

The Visiting Contingent ...............................................................................................................25 

Consultation..................................................................................................................................26 

Costs ..............................................................................................................................................26 

Entry into force .............................................................................................................................27 

National Interest Exception provision.......................................................................................27 

Conclusions ..................................................................................................................................28 

5 International Labor Organization Convention No. 155: Occupational Safety  
and Health.............................................................................................................. 29 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................29 

Background...................................................................................................................................30 

Features of the Convention.........................................................................................................31 

Costs ..............................................................................................................................................32 

Consultations................................................................................................................................32 

Entry into force .............................................................................................................................33 

Conclusions and Recommendation ..........................................................................................33 

6 Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) ................. 35 



 v 

 

 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................35 

Objectives of the Convention .....................................................................................................36 

Australian initiatives to reduce POPs.............................................................................................37 

Chemicals covered under the treaty and the ‘precautionary principle’ ........................................37 

Australia’s registration of mirex as an exemption .........................................................................38 

Costs ..............................................................................................................................................38 

Consultation..................................................................................................................................39 

Implementation by states and territories........................................................................................39 

Concluding observations and recommendations ...................................................................39 

7 Rotterdam Convention — Notification of Certain Hazardous Chemicals and  
Pesticides .............................................................................................................. 41 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................41 

Functions and coverage of the treaty........................................................................................42 

Implementation of the treaty.......................................................................................................43 

Costs ..............................................................................................................................................43 

Consultation..................................................................................................................................44 

Concluding observations and recommendation .....................................................................44 

8 Amendments to the International Convention for Regulation of Whaling .... 47 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................47 

Background...................................................................................................................................48 

Consultation..................................................................................................................................48 

Automatic entry into force ..........................................................................................................49 

Costs ..............................................................................................................................................50 

Conclusion and recommendation..............................................................................................50 

APPENDICES 

Appendix A — Submissions....................................................................................... 51 

Appendix B – Witnesses ............................................................................................. 53 

Monday, 8 September 2003 – Canberra ....................................................................................53 

Monday, 15 September 2003 – Canberra ..................................................................................54 



 

 

 

Membership of the Committee 

 

 

 

Chair Hon Julie Bishop MP   

Deputy Chair Mr Kim Wilkie MP  

Members Hon Dick Adams MP Senator Andrew Bartlett 

 Mr Kerry Bartlett MP Senator Linda Kirk 

 Mr Steven Ciobo MP Senator Gavin Marshall 

 Mr Martyn Evans MP Senator Brett Mason 

 Mr Greg Hunt MP Senator Santo Santoro 

 Mr Peter King MP Senator Ursula Stephens 

 Hon Bruce Scott MP Senator Tsebin Tchen 

 



 vii 

 

 

Committee Secretariat 

 

Secretary Gillian Gould 

Inquiry Secretary Julia Morris 

Research Officer Jennifer Cochran 

Administrative Officers Frances Wilson 

 Kristine Sidley 

 

 



 

 

 

Terms of reference 

 

 

 

The Resolution of Appointment of the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 
allows it to inquire into and report on: 
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Foreign Affairs and on such conditions as the Minister may prescribe. 
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Two Double Taxation Agreements — United Kingdom and Mexico 

Recommendation 1 

The Committee supports the Convention between the Government of 
Australia and the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention of 
Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on Income and on Capital Gains, done at 
Canberra on 21 August 2003, and an Associated Exchange of Notes and 
recommends that binding treaty action be taken. 

Recommendation 2 

The Committee supports the Agreement between the Government of 
Australia and the Government of the United Mexican States for the Avoidance 
of Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes 
on Income, and Protocol, done at Mexico City on 9 September 2002 and 
recommends that binding treaty action be taken. 

Recommendation 3 

Further to comments made at paragraphs 2.34 and 2.35, the Committee 
recommends that the Government give greater consideration to the 
timing of the introduction of legislation to bring proposed treaty actions 
into force, so that the incidence of enabling legislation being introduced 
prior to the conclusion of the Committee’s review is reduced. 
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Amending Agreement between the European Community and Australia on trade 
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Recommendation 4 

The Committee supports the Agreement between the European Community 
and Australia amending the Agreement between Australia and the European 
Community on Trade in Wine, and Protocol, of 1994 and recommends that 
binding treaty action be taken. 

International Labor Organization Convention No. 155: Occupational Safety and 
Health 

Recommendation 5 

The Committee supports the International Labour Organization Convention 
No. 155: Occupational Safety and Health, 1981, and recommends that 
binding treaty action be taken. 

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) 

Recommendation 6 

The Committee recommends that the Government, in consultation with 
relevant parties, consider the formation of a negotiating forum, of a size 
and management as may be appropriate, to include State and Territory 
governments, in order to address concerns raised by the Queensland 
Government in its submission. 

Recommendation 7 

The Committee supports the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants, done at Stockholm on 22 May 2001, and recommends that 
binding treaty action be taken. 

Rotterdam Convention — Notification of Certain Hazardous Chemicals and 
Pesticides 

Recommendation 8 

The Committee supports the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed 
Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in 
International Trade, done at Rotterdam on 10 September 1998, and 
recommends that binding treaty action be taken. 



 xiii 

 

 

Amendments to the International Convention for Regulation of Whaling 

Recommendation 9 

The Committee supports the Amendments, done at Berlin, Germany on 
19 June 2003, to the Schedule to the International Convention for Regulation of 
Whaling, done at Washington on 2 December 1946. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


