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SENATOR THE HON. CHRISTOPHER ELLISON
Ministerfor JusticeandCustoms

Senatorfor WesternAustralia
Managerof GovernmentBusinessin theSenate

05/17886

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
Chair
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
Houseof Representatives
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr So

I write responseto therecommendationsthat theJointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
madeon 17 August2005 in Report66 abouttheUnitedNationsConventionagainst
Corruption(UNCAC). TheAttorney-Generalhasreferredthis matterto mebecauseI have
responsibilityfor theratificationandimplementationof UNCAC.

As detailedin theNational InterestAnalysis, theAustralianGovernmentis confidentthat
Australiameetsall ofUNCAC’smandatoryrequirements.My Departmenthasconsulted
with relevantAustralianGovernmentdepartmentsandagenciesandwith theStatesand
Territories,andhasdeterminedthatno newlegislationis required.Accordingly,the
AustralianGovernmentdoesnot intendto usetheexternalaffairspowerto passadditional
legislationto implementUNCAC.

Theonly domesticchangethatis necessaryto implementIJNCAC is to makeregulations
undertheMutualAssistancein Criminal MattersAct1987(Cth) andundertheExtradition
Act 1988(Cth). Theseregulationswill give effect to theextraditionandmutualassistance
obligationsin IINCAC.

TheAustralianGovernmentis completingthefinal stepsthatarerequiredfor ratificationasa
matterofhigh priority andhopesto be ableto ratify UNCAC by theendof2005.

I haveprovidedtheAttorney-Generalwith acopyofthis letter for his information.

Yourssincerely

CHRIS ELLISON
Senatorfor Western Australia

Telephone(02)6277 7260 ParliamentHouseCanberraACT 2600 Facsimile(02)6273 7098


