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THE HON ALEXANDER DOWNER MR MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
PARLIAMENT HOUSE

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
Chair
Joint StandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

I havereceiveda copy of the JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties’Report60 for Treaties
tabled on 2 March 2004 and would like to thank the Committeefor their deliberationson
Australia’swithdrawalfrom theInternationalFundfor Agricultural Development(IFAD).

I accept the Committee’s Recommendation5 and proposeto proceed with formally
withdrawing from the AgreementEstablishing the International Fundfor Agricultural
Development.

I would like to clarify my Department’sposition in responseto Recommendation4 which
questionswhetherremarks in paragraph5.65 of Report 60 were made by Departmental
officials andwhetherthis is theDepartment’sapproachto treatymaking. At a meetingon 27
November2003with threeIFAD staffwho haveAustraliancitizenship,AustralianEmbassy
officials confirmedthat the decisionto withdraw had beenmadeat Ministerial level. The
WAD staffwereadvisedthat thisdecisionwould beput to theJSCOTwhich wouldmakeits
own conclusionsand provide appropriateadviceto the Government,and that Government
would thenmakeadecisionasto howto respondto that advice.

Up to andduring thatmeeting,thereappearedto havebeena continuingmisunderstandingby
WAD staff that my decision to proceedwith withdrawal was still under consideration.
Embassystaff confirmedthat my decisionhad beenmade,but that therewas still a treaty
withdrawalprocessthat hadyet to takeits course.

I trust this satisfiestheCommitteewith regardto Recommendation4 of Report60.

Yourssincerely

AlexanderDowner
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