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Recommendation1
TheCommitteerecommendsthatimproveddepartmentalproceduresbe implemented
suchthattheCommitteeis advisedin atimely fashionof InternationalMaritime
Organizationamendmentsproposedto takeeffectthrougha ‘tacit acceptance’procedure.

Theevidenceprovidedto theJointStandingCommitteeon Treatieson this issuewas
confinedto amendmentsto conventionscomingout of theLegal Committeeofthe
InternationalMaritime Organization(IMO) - it did notreferto conventionscomingoutof
otherCommitteesof IMO. Thetwo resolutionsconsideredby JSCOT,which amend
compensationlimits in oil pollution compensationdamageconventions,werethefirst
amendmentsby thetacit acceptanceproceduremadeby theLegal Committee.

The Governmentadvisesthattheprocessesnow in placefor any futuretacit acceptance
amendmentsarisingoutoftheLegal Committeeensurethatthoseamendmentswill be
tabledin a timely fashion. Officersresponsiblefor arrangingfor thetablingwill bemade
awareofanyamendmentsadoptedby theLegal Committeewithin goodandsufficient
timeto arrangefor tablingoftheamendmentsandsubsequentreportby JSCOTbeforethe
expiryofthetimein whichAustraliamayindicateit doesnot accepttheamendments.

Arrangementsfor advisingtheCommitteeofamendmentscomingout ofotherIMO
Committeesarecurrentlybeingexaminedjointly by theDepartmentofTransportand
RegionalServicesandthe Departmentof ForeignAffairs andTrade.

Recommendation5
TheCommitteerecognisesthatresponsesto questionsonnoticeandrequeststo amend
theHansardrecordmustreceivesecurityclearanceand Ministerial approvalprior to
theirrelease.
TheCommitteerecommendsthat theDepartmentofDefenceensuresthatthese
measuresdo not inhibit its ability to providerequestedinformationto theCommittee
within an acceptabletimeframe.

TheGovernmentagrees,with qualification,with therecommendation.

TheGovernmentis committedto providingtimely responsesto questionsonnoticetaken
duringparliamentarycommitteehearingsandto ensuringthat anycorrectionsto evidence
givenby official witnessesaremadepromptly.

In this instance,however,theGovernmentdoesnotacceptthe implication in the
recommendationthat theDepartmentofDefencedid not endeavourto providethe
informationrequestedby theCommitteewithin an acceptabletimeframe. TheGovernment
considersthatthe informationrequestedin relationto accessby electedrepresentativesto
Defencefacilities, specificallytheJointDefenceFacilityPineGap,wasbeyondthescope
oftheAgreementunderreview. TheGovernmentwaspreparedto providetheinformation,
while recognisingthetime entailedin searchingrecordsheldatdifferent locationsand
goingbackseveralyears,consultingwith appropriateauthoritiesin theUSA, andobtaining
approvalfor releaseby therelevantMinister. TheMinisterfor Defencehaswritten
separatelyto theCommitteeChairto addressmattersof concernarisingfrom the
Committee’sconsiderationofthis Agreement.



TheGovernmentis encouragedby theCommittee’srecognitionoftheprovisionsofthe
GovernmentGuidelinesfor Official WitnessesbeforeParliamentaryCommitteesand
RelatedMatters - November1989, in regardto therelevantMinister’s approvalbeing
soughtfor an official to attendacommitteehearing,orto providematerialto it ~aragraph
2.7 oftheGuidelinesrefers).

Recommendation7
TheCommitteerecognisesthatresponsesto questionon noticemustreceive
Ministerial approvalprior to theirrelease.
TheCommitteerecommendsthattheDepartmentofForeignAffairs andTradeensure
thatthesemeasuresdo not inhibit its ability to providerequestedinformationto the
Committeewithin anacceptabletimeframe.

TheGovernmentnotestheCommittee’srecommendation,andin thefuturewill ensure
requestedinformationreachestheCommitteewithin an acceptabletimeframe. The
Governmentalso notestheDepartmentofForeignAffairs andTradeprovidedthe
Committeewith its responseon 22 October2002.


