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The Government the opportunity to to the of the
on Treaties (JSCOT) into the Convention on the of the

The to JSCOT9s in the
the Government's commitment to the of children, which

is a wide of initiatives and

The have the responsibility for the and
of the nation's children. The Government believes are to

a and society. family and
and provide the effective are the

of While the Commonwealth Constitution for
with the Governments, the Commonwealth has for:

- the of policy and to the
and child and

- and policy for primary role is for and
policy.

The of Family and and the of
the of for and Youth an

the and for
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1

The on (JSCOT) the
tie of

tie to the of the

Response

in

Comment

The in jurisdictions the 'best interests*
this is not a be to the

of and Security (SCCSISA) it is not the
forum.

The at the and Territory level, are no
the individual the of *best of the child,

and Territory children^ for in to
the of the cMld is a it not

what is to be in, or what are the which up, the
child. This is one should be and

WMle SCCSISA has the 'best in the in the of
Community Services the in its

The was to the of the Community
Advisory Council at a in March 2001,

In to family law, the Government not the The
Family Law Act 1975 (FLA) provides the 6best of the be
in any involving the of The to be in the

of are in in the FLA. The not
the 'best clarification in to or in

to the FLA.

In the Commonwealth Attorney-General's is in
with and Territory of Community to

for in of the definition of the 'best of the in
to the of the Convention on and

Adoption. That Convention for Australia on 1 1998.
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Territory

2

JSCOT the the of
and the in

on

Response

on this has the

Comment

This for which individual and are
The Report has to the and Territories for

consideration.

In the of family law, the Family Law Council is the
and and Territory child and family The Council has

a Hie Best Interests of Children? The of Public
and Private Law in Australia the care, and of and the

the Family Law Act 1975 (FLA) and and Territory Child and
Family The Family Law Council is a

by 115 of the FLA. The functions of the Council are set out in
115(3) Act,

It is the of the Council to and to the
Attorney-General, of its own motion or upon to it by the
Attorney-General,

(a) the of this Act and to

(b) the aid in to and

(c) any to law.

The for and in relation to the
30 2001. The Council's final report has received and is by the
Government.
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to the

3

JSCOT the the of
in to the of

in be to the

Response

Comment

for which the and are
The has to the and for

consideration.

The that it is that the in
are be in the child's This is

in family law by 121 of the Family Law Act 1975, which
to the of proceedings.

4

The JSCOT the
in the of in to the

on

Response

Agreed.

Comment

this has

The it is industry and
and of which may on

The is of the view that the this
obligation.

The Services Act 1992 (BSA) provides in to the
potentially to children. The are:

« to the to in the

» to the provision of for
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• to that of broadcasting place a priority on the of
to program wMch may be to

The is to that objects are and to
The Government closely with the

(tie which was under the BSA as an
for services,

the BSA, industry develop of to the
of of the industry. The BSA a of

to of may relate. Methods of are
to material wMch may be to is a priority.

A of was by the ABA in
1999. The a if it is

» the of for the
by the

• tiie is by a of the in
and

« an to on the

The is due for in 2003.

Under the Commercial Television Industry Code of Practice, the day is
up into which are on the majority

at and particularly whether children are viewing in All
be appropriately classified and only for a

can be in

and do not classification, but it is a of the
when in a SG* classification period, be in the
and of all material. News in

*G* be compiled with .
be

News which include of or
or a of viewers be

is an public to do so. Commercial
sensitivity in broadcasting of, or interviews with, and

or of traumatic incidents.

commercial television must provide prior to
which, • in the opinion of the licensee, is likely to or a

of viewers. The be and provide an of the
of the while avoiding detail which or

viewers.
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The sets out on the and of The
of or only be

is an public to do so and any of the
The be straightforward and not or

or in any way.

If a to a a they
to the If do not receive a within 60 or if
the to be they may a to the ABA the

the of the ABA is to
the of the of practice.

of by the (ABC and SBS)
to of the television industry.

The Corporation (ABC) and the (SBS)
and of in to the

on are in and
legislation.

The of the ABC Editorial Policies was in April 1998, They
be to are likely to

not or or behaviour'.

The provisions for that be
viewing

9.7.3 - the and of are
particular be in the of and

and given to the likely composition of the TMs
be notwithstanding the to get a to air as as

possible.

9.7.4 News - News and
not obviously
at young children. Due to the of news and

be very little violent in and
at all in the late and early

are included in the ABC's Code of Practice, which is to the ABA.

2.4.4 of the SBS's Code of Practice also for the
of news and news and promotions. The ABC's

are reviewed.
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5

JSCOT the the of
to for

Response

Agreed.

Comment

The that tills has

as it to children, has two The
is to quality television specifically for

the (as above) is to protect to

In to the objective, the Government the
(ABA) its role of monitoring and to its

Children's Television (CTS).

158 of the Services ^4cf 1992 (BSA) sets out the of
the ABA. 1580 and (k) the ABA to 6develop
to in Australia* and *to monitor with standards...*,

9 of the BSA, 122 the ABA to to be by
in to for 7(1 )(b) of

Part 3 of 2 of the BSA it a conditioE of a
that a comply with to the 9 of the
BSA.

The CTS on all to
a of 390 hours of children's This is up

130 of (P) and 260 of for
(C), The 260 of C 32

programs,

are in bands, which are set out ia the CTS and are
by the ABA set out in the CTS, Only the

can be by television to The
for C and P are to

are not only for but are specifically to They are
to a for by the of a

"quality* on television.

by the ABA a set of set out in the CTS
a be specifically for children in the or age

be be well produced, a child's and and
be for children. that do not
be as C or P by the ABA.
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In to the objective, the CTS include that
in and not be in by the

ABA as C or P not: individuals or on the
of race, ethnicity, or or

or in a way which is unduly or to
of a product or which to

in to or officially by a
or an authority having jurisdiction within a

do not be by the ABA as C or P
pro-ams.

to children, by free-to-air are
by the and in the in

the Television Code of Practice. - G, PG,
M and MA - for the of violence, sex, nudity, and for

of and at an of
or

of the to the was the of a
- AV - for at the MA level due to violence, AV

are to be 930 pm and 5.00 am.

of the CTS can be to the ABA for
covered by a of be

to the in the If the not a or the
to be can the to the ABA for The ABA

If the ABA a of the CTS, it may the to the of Public
(DPP) for If the ABA a of a of

it with the Code a condition of of
may cany

In April 2000, an condition on the of
QTQ9 The the to

3.6, 3.7 and 3.8 of the Commercial Television Industry Code of Practice
the of in G viewing periods. Generally the ABA has

to they put in so
of the or do not occur.

Under the Australian Broadcasting Corporation Act 1983 and the
Service Act 1991, for and is a for the

ABC and and The ABC and are
by to of practice to and
to to the ABA. ABC and the

The ABC Code of Practice a on Children's the ABC's
and the SBS's of apply the for the

of and Videotapes by the Office of Film and
Classification.



Government Response to the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties *
Inquiry into the Convention on the Rights of the Child

The that the in for the ABC and are
and protection for

The to

While the the of the
that are involved in the

for and
in or violence, as well as the of to is

for

The a co-regulatory for is on the
of by the ABA and the of of by the

industry.

The not rely on and the
to their, and childrerfs, use of the is an

of the To this the in
1999. is an body, for

to a and for

In to all and particularly in use of the the ABA
has and the kids
The with they for

to and fun for

6

The JSCOT the the of
to to

Response

Agreed.

Comment

The the

As in to 5, 9 of the
Act 1992 (BSA), 122 the ABA to to be
by in to for

7(1 )(b) of Part 3 of 2 of the BSA it a of a
that a to the 9

in the Children's Television (CTS) is a that due to
levels, in as and the

10
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*may be harmful to them*. The CTS be by
all

The CTS do not in preschool (P) in P
are on the of in C Five of G

and one of G are in
30 of C

All at the set out in the
CTS. TMs to specifically at which is in C

and as G and PG

The CTS for of and to
as the of competitions, a prohibition on of a

on alcoholic drink% on the of times a
can be in C and and

The for is to to
is clearly and in a way which children can The

in to 5 apply to
C

at children can be directly to the ABA for
The ABA has the of

in and advisory for to
and which in 1999, the CTS

provide a point of for
at

6.23 of the Commercial Television Industry Code of Practice on
a of or have or the
and any a product or to be as a

to for competitions be brief.

1.16 of the Television Industry Code of Practice
to at

the of the call be in a can and
be invited orally to permission before calling.

The ABA also in this to its
for to children.

The ABC not Section 4 of the
of the "Classification and of Commercials and

Announcements" in Section 6 of the Television
of 1999, Section 6.43 of the Commercial Television Code that a

or service comply "any
of the Authority's Children's Television

6.20 - 6.22 and of
or community to in

the CTS.

11
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7

JSCOT the an
in to

Response

Agp*eed.

Comment

Under the BSA if a to a complaint about or
a of they that complaint to the in the

If the not receive a witMn 60 days, or a
but it to be the person may a to the ABA

the The ABA it is the
is frivolous, or not in

of licence or of the BSA can be
to the ABA. Licence conditions cover
and specifically for children, tobacco
to and political

In 1999 the ABA a survey to
The are to the of of

by community the
the of community the of a The

a for the of to the
Television Code of Practice, the that

on-air the of practice and

The ABA 137 into in the 1999-2000.
This was 25% the 109 completed in 1998-99. The by the ABA
to an was 13 2 less in 1998-99,
Over 85% within 4 of receipt of the or the

of of are not of the BSA. However, the ABA can
with a of practice a condition of licence. There are (up

to $220,000 for television) for of As
in the to 5S in April 2000, an

on the of commercial television QTQ9

The the to comply 3.6, 3.7 and 3.8 of the
Television Code of Practice the

in G Generally, the ABA has worked with to
put in so of the or

do not occur. The ABA has with this

12
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the and of commercials are of
Complaints in C are in the CTS and

can be to the ABA. Under the CTS no is allowed in (P)
in P periods.

to do with as and and
and and to are not by of or the BSA.

may be to the
(ASB). The ASB is by the industry and of the

are a of the so that a of
are fairly

The ABC very few children's and has in
and timely for all

are the of regular review within the

Under the BSA, to with the Code of Practice on the of the
ABC be in the to the ABC. The ABC has in

for If the ABC not in a
or with the ABC's to:

• the Complaints Review Panel, if the a of
or an ABC or or

« the ABA, if the is covered by the ABC Code of Practice.

The ABC that an and
in to

the SBS has in and timely for all
are the of the

organisation.

Under the BSA, to with the Code of Practice on the
be in the to the SBS. The has in

for complaints. If the complaint is by the SBS's Code of
and the not in a specified or

with the SBS's to the ABA.

The an and
in to

13
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The to

8

JSCOT the
be in al

Response

in

Comment

The mandatory record including donor and
the up of a by all climes involved in is for

In it is that
in the may be a to confirm the of a and

it is to information to the
the so informed reproductive can be

The is of the view any collection of donor only
privacy in place, as the would be

and in tins is highly sensitive. Privacy in to any
be all jurisdictions.

The the recommendation
be that privacy are in in all jurisdictions.

for and Genetic Material by the
wide consultation. The

by the and Council in November 1999 and
1 2000. A in is that of

and

The of the Committee is that on a
only be to the blood relatives or with the

be not to inadvertently
to if they are With to

be provided without to a or
is the next-of-Mn.

14
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9

JSCOT the the of
to to is no of

on the of

Response

Noted.

This for which the individual and are
The Report has to the and Territories for

consideration.

The is to that are not The
child sex tourism in the Crimes Act 1914. The

in part, in to Articles 19 and 34 of the Convention on the
of the Child (CROC) wMch obligations on to take at a

and level, to from exploitation.

was a of the of an Optional Protocol to CROC on the of
Children, Child Prostitution and CMld Pornography. That Protocol was by the UN

Assembly in May 2000. Australia the Protocol in a in New
York on 18 December 2001, consideration of the ratification is in The

Protocol into force on 18 January 2002.

Australia the of an Optional Protocol to CROC on the
of Children in Armed Conflict. That Protocol by the UN

in 2000. The of this Protocol is
in with procedures.

In the Criminal Code Amendment (Slavery and Act 1999
on 21 1999. The Act in to slavery,

and for services. The in of
are where the victim is under the age of 18 years. The of

the in the in for the
of sexual to which children are victim.

The Act gives to Australia's obligations a of
to prohibit and the trafficking in for the of

the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Against Women, CROC and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

The Government is to children do not
Children are discrimination under all
in the way as Furthermore, the Government has a to

to OE the of age. The will

15
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of all and young people, age in a

The will the to on the of age
with the to flexibility to allow for age

policy (for in to youth job and
To this the is a of

and

In the of the the and
on a of on the of

The and Equal Opportunity Commission (the Commission) has the to
into in to Commonwealth are

with CROC and to to CROC. Violations of
are not unlawful the

Commission Act 1986 HREOC Act), but a is and if the act
is or to any and is or

a to the Attorney-General be In 11(1 )(k)
HREOC Act the to to the on to

be by to comply with the provisions of
Those the CROC,

10

JSCOT the the of
to review to in

all are

Response

Noted.

Comment

for which the individual and are
The has to the and Territories for

consideration.

In of responsibility, the is to
are protected. For example, a §roup has

by the Attorney-General to with a review on the of
for children's Commonwealth The

is of a will the for
public on the

At the Council for and Torres (MCATSIA)
on 28 My 2001, to local in a

16
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on family violence. The to
in the and

This of children from all of child

In April 2002, the Council of (COAG) that the
and and Territories would work in

in a 'whole of government* in up to ten or
The of Cape York in Queensland, on

25 2002. Through this initiative, will and
to the by of

.

In the has the of child and
by COAG on 29 November 2002. The Council's in the of
all is likely to involve the of

11

The JSCOT the
the can

in the

Response

Agreed.

The is of the a of is
this

The is of the to the
and has a of ongoing to

this

in

The Living in Harmony was in 1998. It -
a a and a
Children and are a major of the initiative.

The is the of the initiative, and on
to of at the *'grass roots" and

own community Over 50% of the 137
the of the Living in Harmony initiative a youth focus.

The have in a variety of
and youth clubs. They have covered a wide of as
for Indigenous youth, identifying and of

and vilification are to juvenile and

17
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of young all
and

As well, the of the initiative, the is a
of key and community to

at and or
and cooperation In

the of the Living in Harmony a of
has with at a level to

which Australia's young people.

An of a was that with the of Chief
(a body of the Commonwealth, the

and Territories, the Catholic and schools) which a
of a variety of through which and can be

of and in (www.racismnoway.com.au).

The of the Living in Harmony is the The
and the and of and to our

community. The of the public is Day,
the United Nations Day for the of

(21 March), For Harmony Day 20029 a kit with to
for schools developed and distributed.

The Living in Harmony initiative will continue to have a focus on the of
by and young the of

the Living in Harmony and by practically at the
and levels.

The and Equal Opportunity Commission (the Commission)

The of the Commission the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 the
of educational aim to and

to and the promotion of and
and groups. The Government the

in

The has to to the of young
people, the Act Community Education Pro-am. As of this

a to young to
This resource has and to be ia

in school

The has also the of Tracking Your a
for communities. young

involved in the of this to People to the
of human they including of racial

18
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12

JSCOT the
of the

in tie of be by

Response

Agreed.

Comment

this has

The is of the to in the
of and has a of to this

is

The Charter of Public Service in a Culturally Diverse Society

In 1998, the for and Multicultural and
the Commonwealth's Charter of Public Service in a Culturally Diverse Society. The

the Government's and equity and to
the of and so

can fully in economic, and cultural life. The Charter a set
of to the delivery, monitoring, and of

in a culturally society. The Charter all in
who are to

The Charter is on equity,
efficiency and accountability.

As policy, the Commonwealth and
and is at that the of all are in the

of policies and

For the the of and and
(DIMIA), to

for the of young from and
newly arrived and and

with and

The of ^Communication* Government
the adequacy, and of

The of the of the of the by

1 The Report use of the acronym 'NESB* in the NESB In May 1996 the
Council of Ministers for and Multicultural Affairs determined that the and the
acronym *NESB' should be dropped where possible from all official communications. The * Australians

culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds', or a variation of it, should be it is
that it not be in acronym form.
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and is to in the and
TMs is by DIMIA.

In line with the Charter, the of Family and Community (FACS) has
the of "diversity and difference" which is to be all FACS*

priority The "diversity and difference*' covers
and in rural, and
and and

For FACS has to the
and the socio-economic and

in and

Federation of Ethnic Communities' Councils of Australia

The to the Federation of Communities* Councils of
(FECCA), a advocacy body for and

FECCA advocacy to on a of
and to policy in this the

In this context, FECCA to young to fully in

Council

The Advisory Council has a key role in the on
the of and delivering to

and to Australia. The Council an
for with the community on

A for the and of
policy in the form of the Aboriginal and Torres

(ATSIC) which is a body not controlled by a Minister, but by a popularly
board. ATSIC has an of $1.1 billion on

is routinely in relation to
by An ATSIC Commissioner has

for children's

In have decision-making
and a of formal, and

A of Indigenous-controlled are involved in the
and delivery of in as health*
and Specifically in relation to a of Aboriginal and
Child and umbrella the of National

and Child Care, and
to and on a

The of Health and has a to a
providers and

as the way to The is

20
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in the on Aboriginal and Torres
by the Commonwealth government, the and Territory

the and Torres Commission and the Aboriginal
in each jurisdiction. Under the Framework

the are for developing to
and priorities, and identify in

within the of a primary model.

In to public it is of note that the Public
Group (NPHPG), a Commonwealth-State to

and capacity, in 2000 to a
the and Torres Working Group (ATSIWG). The of

ATSIWG is to on Aboriginal and Torres to the
MPHPG. the Aboriginal Community Controlled

(NACCHO), Committee on Aboriginal and Torres
and the the of ATSIWG.

In to the of individual public is a of
to Aboriginal and Torres These

a of Aboriginal and Torres groups as the and
Torres Women's Forum which the National Advisory for
the National Cervical Cancer Program); which Aboriginal and Torres

(such as the national forum: the
Council); and to with on the of

as NACCHO and SCATSIH all on the
Care Program, which community

for with chronic conditions).

From 1996 to 19989 as part of the National the Office for
and Torres Health (OATSIH) conducted an of training and

and available to who provide
to and Torres Islander women. OATSIH a of

and of best currently by
in promoting and and

nutrition. TMs review led to the publication of a resource
and ideas from around Australia - Giving Aboriginal and Torres Strait the

start to life: good food choices for
Women's Advisory Group

In 2002, a advisory was to further the
Government's with women. The 13-member Women's Advisory
Group will provide to the Government to and

the of Indigenous women.

The of the Advisory Group from a early in 2001 of Womerfs
and New it

with to an action plan the the Council
of Australian reconciliation process.

The Advisory of who
for of and in

community. It will face-to-face twice a year, hold and will

21
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with the Commonwealth Office of the of Women to
are in policy and

The is to and
The Commonwealth Office of the of Women

the of and and Affairs)
with and women May to July

2001, A of in every and Territory to the views
and on a of security, and

These and to a of that
are to lives. A awrf Territory with

Women) has the individual and collective of
the The report provides a useful for and

policy.

13

The JSCOT the the
of on

of the

Respomse

in in

Comment

with a wide of community groups, including
culturally and linguistically diverse are of

for on with

For in Australia's the
ow Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the the

of and Trade (DFAT) of
as the National Aboriginal Community Controlled

the of Ethnic Communities3 Councils of Australia, the and
Commission, and the Aboriginal and Torres

in Australia's report under the Convention on the of Ail
Forms of Racial Discrimination, DFAT consulted NGOs and the wider

and culturally and linguistically

The the Attorney-General's will on
CROC with and of culturally and

will be a Task Force of
by UNICEF Australia. The Attorney-General's NGO on
will be consulted. in the NGO are

that: have a to the
work primarily to the of in

a 'peak* or and a constitution or
and publicly available

22
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to the NGO Forum include: of Non-English
Women of Australia; Federation of Ethnic Communities* Councils of

National and Islander Legal Services of the
and Child Care; National Aboriginal Community
and the Aboriginal and Torres Commission.

The Office of the of Women is on
and to the on the of All

Women (CEDAW).

While is to with NGOs and
by is difficult. to

by definition, the Government* s to
These often policy

which are the of domestic policy consultation. It is
nor to the with NGOs

on

14

The JSCOT the review Its to
are to

Response

in

Comment

The that and be to
and and Hie has

a of to this and not
is

For child services are or the
FACS Children's Services Program (CSP) to the
of in ways which are culturally of

playgroups, care,
and advisory and children's workers.

in child in and
provision for children.

In child are to the
is valued, not only for the and cultural for but

as a of and of support in the of health and
and

23
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The for child for
The Supplementary Services Program for

with a of and
Aboriginal and Torres and a

or relief
and and

The Charter of Public in a Culturally Diverse

As in to 12, the Charter to
the of and

so that can folly in economic, and life.

The that can if
are and and are, for
or The Government and to to
this in the and delivery of programs and services.

The of 'Communication' and
to linguistic and
and on and advisory so a

of is to on all key and are
for, or on, young and children.

The has is by
in the and are
to visas

and through the are by an
(IHSS) which

in are This is currently in all and Territories. The
orientations and if

and are
by a of on to the

to in
and with the

are for in Australia only it is in the
of the and not the or are still

and and the is to join in country.

are for by the a the
this are a

and support. Support is to to
the of the minor. Although the of

Children) Act 1946 that do not or

24
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to join a or adult relative in Australia* of the this
is to the by the Minister.

The has a of to
the of policy This is in of the

many in with the

» The Literacy and 2000-2004,
by the in March 2000? is a key in of

and are to
by young Australians;

» The (IESIP) per
to all providers, to

for and

» The $400 million in to
for and and of

in

All or run policy
not

In to the 12
to on for Aboriginal and Torres

to and services. of are the
Child and the National and Torres

and Plan (NATSINSAP).

The for and
will by 89 per in 1996 2003-04,

children, have to
services.

The CMld Nutrition is a It to
the of young in priority communities
by or Funding

as and Torres and
and with social and Priority will

community build on and
to food are

The NATSINSAP to improve the nutrition of Aboriginal and Torres
one of its the improvement of child The was

the of the National Public and is a
of the nutrition for all "Eat Well

Australia". The NATSINSAP provides a for to and
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and well-being through and was
a and participatory with Aboriginal and Torres

people.

As one of the for the of for
and the Commonwealth the of and
(AIHW) to national surveillance and monitoring on

and of Australia's and young people. The report Australia "s
Children; their health and wellbeing, was in May 2002 and

on and Torres Strait Islander and in and
of The is on recently and well-being

which on a number of national and
well-being of Australia's are currently with the last

in 2000.

15

The JSCOT the Government to
the of policies

Response

Agreed.

Comment

The consulting with and to the views of young
and working with young people is crucial to policy

The Voices of Youth package

The "Voices of Youth' announced in June 1998 the
with young people and provides the for
Government and young people to of

to Australian youth.

'Voices of Youth*

• Youth

The National Youth is the of the Voices of Youth The
50 young Australians, from 15 to 24, in an that

discussion. are to and with the
views on that have an on young a

and two
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the work in topic to Community
of Key Government and community are

to projects. The Department of Family and Community (FACS)
and support to

required.

« The YMC A9 s Youth

The YMCA Youth and a Youth
These provide the opportunity for young to our

and to develop in and
The provides for the National Youth to with

and to a broad of young to

» The

lie is an site for young and the wider to
to the and the

for people. A key of the site is the it
for young to comment^ or ask of the Government, on of

to The JYave Your Say on the site and
Youth View are on particular topics. The site is

a in for young people,
and the Federal Government to ideas.

« The Youth

A of Youth has are
for a of

- with and

- the of

to the 'Voices of Youth* the in the
and provide to key for distribution. Youth

local to Roundtable members.

- and

Young are a contribution in all of life,
contribution is overlooked. FACS has developed a young
18-27 can for by for on

and Application forms can be The on the
FACS to include on
and Nominations on the are with

organisations.
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•

Youth.Conun is an list to in
to the Government and the to

youth directly and promptly to

« The of

This youth with the opportunity for to the
to key policy objectives and to on

in 1999, the twice a and
ways youth the Government can work closely in

In to the Voices of Youth the has the
Youth Group (NIYLG). NIYLG involves

15-24 in an of open and
and views, and the and views of in

communities.

The aim is to for
to:

» the and
to

« the on the to
in

« of young and

«

Women

The Office of the of Women its Women's
Women Speak, in August 2001. The

in and and
all over Australia to and and

and Young one of the for the
The a wide of issues to
The Australian Women will be held at the of March 2003.
Young and diversity is the for the

Young are a key priority of the Australian Government's National Women's
Initiative. The Initiative involves with and

and to to
opportunities.
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16

The JSCOT the Government the of
to to to

Response

Noted.

Comment

The the to provide and
to abortion The of

and the provision of in Australia is by and Territory
laws.

The aid on that
and

17

JSCOT the Government can lie
sex in

Response

Noted.

Comment

and the of and Territory are fall the
of and Territories. The has to the and

Territories for their consideration.

As in the above, Australian efforts focus on the provision of
and family services so that, possible, will

not to rely on to help prevent unwanted

29
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the on lie Child

IS

JSCOT the the
in to the

0n Jfte this to the

Response

in

Comment

The this as it for
and to be of all of CROC that may be of to

To this the will
to to and on the and

of as The is to
and on CROC to

19

JSCOT the all
the in to on

Response

in

Comment

The has that the
the of inter- and
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20

JSCOT the Government Its to
in to the of and

for young people.

Response

Agreed

Comment

The for Family and Community is to and
Commonwealth and for A of

and provide for
The Couaciis are of which

and

A Joint for the Development, and Wellbeing of has
with cross-portfolio Its are to coilaboratively

to child outcomes.

21

The JSCOT the the of
to review the at

Territory for the 011 Jfte oflfte OtiM.

Response

Disa^ee.

Comment

The not this an for the of
Attorneys-General as it covers go well beyond the of the
Attorneys-General. The Report, however, has to the and for
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in

22

JSCOT the of the
SIM 1997 as a of priority.

Response

Noted.

Comment

The the Administrative Decisions (Effect of
Bill in 1997. The Government introduced this into to

the in Minister of State for Immigration and Multicultural v Teoh
(1995) 183 CLR 273 that an to which is a a

and may law. TMs was a
by the Executive Government of a to the to

by the majority of the High Court in Teoh.

The Bill the of the in August 1998. The
the Bill into the on 13 October (the Bill is in

to the 1997 Bill). The Bill was by the House of on 11 May
and into the on 5 June 2000. on the Bill in the

on 2 April 2001. However the Bill upon the of Parliament on
8 2001. No has yet on its reintroduction.

23

The JSCOT the the to
are in

Response

Noted.

Comment

The is to the thrust of this as
is being of all to a
decision.

the is to and
on the to the
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24

JSCOT the an for as an
to the to

the and of tie as the in Is
for the the of the
for for be

to the

Response

Disagree,

The is of the view with the of the of Family and
(FACS) and the of the of Minister for

and Youth the has an the of
and for The Government the

primary responsibility for children's with
Governments.

The is to as the unit in The
that primary for the and

of the To that
and are well in responsibilities, FACS has a
of and delivery for The is to
the and the the of children's

and and a of of child and as far as
to family violences as Partnerships

Violence by the CommoEwealth Office of the of Women, and
by FACS as the Youth Pilot

and on the end of the
There is a to good for and

a in
and alcohol and misuse.

25

JSCOT the of the for

» all the as the
for the of

the in

• a the on
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• to the of the on
the act as a
for to

» the of
on

« to the of

» on

• in the of in
the Territories;

» in to

» for the

» the of of for
to

» the Territory to
in to the of

or Territory

« to on tie of in

• on
to

« of to

« a for on the
nw fJte of the Child;

• to the on the of the
and

« to the for by
to to the

OD the of the Child.

Response

Noted.

Comment

See to 24.
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26

JSCOT the the of the
Opportunity Commission the

to are to
the nw Jft0 <?/

Response

In

Comment

The is of the view that the provided to both the and
Opportunity Commission (the Commission) and the Commonwealth are

The of the available is a for the
of those to consider.

The Amendment Act (No 1) 1999, provides,
for the of the Commission with the as CMef

in the
Bill (No 2) 1999, The Bill provided for the of

Deputy Presidents. Under the all
and the Commission as a whole would have responsibility to and

the of all Australians. The Bill the was
called in late 2001.

The to reform to the of the
to the Commission's will it the flexibility to the

use of its in the in which it fit. Reforms to the Commission's
will be at the perception which has in the the

Commission is too on protecting those of the for a
to the of other or

As in the to Recommendation 9, the Commission is to
any act or that may constitute a breach of CROC.

The not accept that the Commonwealth is an body
to with the of children. The has
jurisdiction to only complaints which with by
Commonwealth
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the in

27

JSCOT the a for
of tie of the Convention*

Response

Comment

The is of the that the
Convention.

The of CROC is in a variety of ways. The CROC
an on to on the of the Convention, In

the United Committee on the of the Child a
for institutions,

and of the public. In the United
and NGOs. It also

that are to to it

In Federal, and Territory Governments and the and
Commission, monitor to CROC. The of the

of and the of Family to
of the of children, and similar work by the

on produced by the Australian of and the
of and Welfare, provide an in the

and in the of and to
the CROC.

Support for families

28

JSCOT the Government consider the of
the in to provide early to

to the to

Response

Agreed.

Comment

fall within the of the and Territories, The has
to the and Territories for their consideration.
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The of Family and Community (FACS) a to
to build their capacity and resilience, and

and facilitating in and the
at of transition or crisis. Many of the by FACS a
on and capacity building.

The and Communities was developed 1999/2000 and is
The is to

and and to develop and deliver at a level. The
on priority are to early childhood and the of

and and
and

The Family of FACS the Family
(FRSP). Community are to provide that

family
family mediation, and

and children's services. A of with in 2000
to inclusive practices. FACS also

Good and Aboriginal and Child Care

A of other and pilots with an early and is
and developed by FACS.

The Commonwealth has the consideration of and by the
Council Of Australian Governments on 29 November 2002.

29

The JSCOT the the of
for

Response

Comment

The is view are

The Family Services Program (FRSP), in the to
28, 41 to provide family and

families to resolve and
in the and helpful way, and are at of

divorce and An
in 1996, were effectively the of most of

As available to to
will be through equitable resource allocation.

The FRSP 17 to provide family and child Family
and is provided as a service for and
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and as an to litigation the Family Court. Two
of in Melbourne and Sydney found of the

and of Three recently will the
FRSP to of the availability of and

and to the of families, especially children.

The is providing of $60m over 1999-2003, of
$20m, for the (formerly the Youth Early

in to a principal recommendation of the of the
Youth Taskforee, Putting Families in the Picture. will

provide support for young 12 and 18 at risk of
and through counselling, and

The is through a which and
in with the to
When fully the will of 100

will to be provided to 129000 per
involving 7,000 and 5,000 families.

30

The JSCOT the the of
of courses.

Eesponse

Comment

the quality of has a of the in
preventing and

Over the the Government has funded a of
and develop user-friendly and culturally

are new to men's for
with and of Indigenous and culturally and a

in prison with of the
of these very and will be and so

they can be in the future.

As of the 1997 Commonwealth Government's to the Them
was provided for This was

for a further four years in the 2001 Federal Budget.

The has also a pilot the Good
The with four volunteer visiting in

Sydney, Hobart, and Moe (Victoria). It has now to
covering visiting, new baby groups, and a
for Good and
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as well as Governments, both and It has
its the CLUB 200.

The of Good two has the
has for in providing to to and

and and practical with and
children.

on role in "Fitting into Families"
and the of "Growing up in Australia"

for as was not as
and not it. The the will

that will the of that will
and in

The has to a Family Law Council and
to by Court

was or by a Pilot
in The of the Pilot is a has

for, by or with, a court. The Pilot is a for
this and for

in the of child orders.

The Pilot to how to effectively and flexibly to the
and of with and to

which to enjoy a with
for the Pilot on 1 April 1999, and has so the Pilot will
run for an two in mid-2003.

The Family Program, to in the to
28 and 29, is in this

for will be by the and
Local will be to develop and

and are to community. They will be to on
and adopt or or or

Of this $20 million over is for

The Domestic Violence initiative to
violence, and a of the over 100 its

with and of the key
of the on and the

on who violence in their home. Of the $50 to
this over $10 has to In $6
million has to a to to

to violence.

Together the and family that are by and
Territory the non-government it is is
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in the quality and improving the accessibility of
this will to be monitored.

31

The JSCOT the of
at in the to to

the to

Response

Agreed.

Comment

The that the physical and of sin are
public There is that for

poorly with the rest of the population.

There is both overseas and
in the early of parenting result in improved and well-being for

The a reduction in the of for all
of or injuries; and a

in the of behaviour disorders. There is a in
life the of chronic in adulthood.

and family programs, such as to in to the
provide early intervention support to FACS a

project to identify the to the of
The of the project are in a report, "Indicators of and

Family Functioning". The will improve and
and and on

concern.

A of the Government's 2001-02 is -
to forward, the to that the

for of working age provides as much as for to
get a job, to and to be involved in This

to the of people by providing $82.7
for to them.

The of Health and the production of on the
and of children and youth. These provide and

on and are to identify of need.



Government Response to the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties'
Inquiry into the Convention on the of the Child

32

JSCOT the the to
are on the of

in

Response

is a for and

Comment

The consultation with Aboriginal on
the of in to be an for and Territories as
are for on the of in The has

to the and Territories for their consideration.

the is a and Territory responsibility,
an child in has previously in a of

in the Commonwealth

In 1986, the Welfare Conference the and Child
Principle, which a for the of

with Aboriginal All
this in or policy.

TMs and upon, by the Royal Commission
in Custody. 51 of the Human Rights and

Commission's Them Home and Territories to the
and to the role of Aboriginal Child in

children. All jurisdictions this in
or policy.
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33

The JSCOT the
for of for in

and

34

JSCOT the the of
a for

Response

TMs is a for and Territory

Comment

The of in care is a and Territory

As the has to the and Territories for
consideration.

In to the role of family in the and of
of the Family Law Act 1975 (the FLA) that an of the FLA is that

a of contact, on a basis, with and
to and development"

69C(2)(c) and (d) of the FLA provide that the FLA may,
the be by a of the or any

the or of the child. The Family Law
Act 2000 the of to in of

to allow for a order, a order, a
a recovery order.

In a the FLA into the
it that the has to into the child's to a

the and of Aboriginal or Torres
is in the of the child. Due to this provision, the judge will

the view in
can fail to the of the child. A judge has a

be in the of *Ms and family*, the
of Indigenous people.

Whilst in are of the The Royal into
in Custody that juveniles (and be in an

with family is possible, be they or
The and Territories, which the this
recommendation.

42



Government Response to the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties'
Inquiry into the Convention on the Rights of the Child

The 33 and 34 to
to and in but will not be an

for all. Properly will be as will
be in which are no or family who are

of providing

35

JSCOT the the of
of to

children.

Response

Comment

has this

The for Child Care to
to to quality child to to in the and

the This is to low and
be in for

The for child for
The for

a of and
and Torres and a

It is by the Subsidy
for with

In Family Day Care, is the
Program.

Under of is provided in of the
and Help may include or

with and and
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in

36

JSCOT tie the of,
to, for

Response

is a for and

Comment

These fall within the of the and Territories. The has
to the and for

for are the of
in of the face

living, the the to
Living (TILA) in the 2001-2002 T1LA is a

that and of up to $1000 to to
a or with up-front of in

or TILA is not to TILA will be
March 2003.

37

JSCOT the the of
for the Is in a

model.

Response

Noted.

Comment

The Family Law Act 1975 that, where a party to a an
a child has or is at risk of the notify a

authority. Similarly, a of the Court a has
or is at of the is to Ms or her to the

The fall the
of the and Territories. The has to the and

Territories for
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38

JSCOT the the of
to for to in

care.

Response

TMs Is a for and Territory

Comment

These fall the of the and The has
to the and Territories for

39

The JSCOT the the of
for the of

Response

Cdniment

the of the JSCOT's in August 1998 a
to the of children with In 1998,

the the to
to the illegality of in the

of a minor the of the Family Court of Australia, or a or the
jurisdiction, the occurs as an of

out to malfunction or

The Attorney-General has and
for in of Matters Under Law,

on 1 My 2000. The the policy of
to act lawfully by a court for

as by aid and is The
be for the

of a in any to as

The test is not in and a Aid not try to
recover any of the for the child's the child's
are or not. In addition, aid be to the of a in
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any to the
the

The has to Australian and to
of the law and the

an An of this was to
for and has on the

On 15 2000, a in the that on the to:

(i) a of the and in
or to the and of the of

and and

(ii) on the practice, and
of women and

The for Family and Community the
to to the on the in this The

of and Young with an Disability" was in the
by on 6 2000. The the to the

of of with on
and a to the for a of

and and the

Newman's as a of collaboration the
of Family and Community and Health and Care, the Attorney-General's

and the Office of the of Women in the of the
and

On 24 April 2001 the and Equal Opportunity a it
had *He of Girls and Young Women: ',

The of this Court and and
the and to and

for The report found that, 1997, to
in the of disability providers* and

to and education*.2

As the Protocols for the
Court in and Victoria, and are in NSW and

These to the and
in that to only less

2 Brady, John Briton, & Sonia Grover, "The Sterilisation of Girls and Young Women:
Progress', pp 30 & 55, report commissioned jointly by Sex Discrimination Commissioner and Disability
Discrimination Commissioner at the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission.
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The is the of the and
Commission this report.

In 2001, as part of its Women's Non-Government
The Office of the of Women a
Women With Australia (WWDA) to the Forward:
and Health of Women and Girls with This

of the that in the and
Opportunity Hie Sterilisation of Girls Young Women:
Progress.

The has the Family Court and
the of to be

simplified.

in and Territories sex for
the of with disabilities. These include, for

for people with an disability, or
or disability

The are advice; the
for sex of sterilisation); (for in

to to or for and
and of

are to use the provided by the Family

As the responsibility with the and for a of
to with and the has

to the and Territories for consideration.

In October 2001, the Attorney-General's Department convened a Forum on
the in the HREOC to for

on the of of with an
and Territory

the Family Court, the Service, the of the of
Women, the Office of Disability in the of Family and the

of Health and Care, and the co-author of the report.

Topics covered at the Forum were education and information
and of the Schedule and

The and the of Health and
to to the in to

the applying to the of minors
explicit.

The and Equal Opportunity Commission will be with WWDA in
to are like in the and

and Women With that be
forward.
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The of Women will to a in
tihe

to

40

JSCOT flie for the
for the Youth to

to

Response

Noted.

Comment

The for Youth Allowance in
to for all young The are OE

the to ie AUSTUDY,
Allowance and Newstart Allowance.

are Youth Allowance for young in
They to Area Allowance if they live in a

and is available to young people who live away to
or look for work. These provisions are of to

Youth Allowance in

has to peoples5 Youth
Young 18 of age who as an

of community are paid their Youth Allowance
young 18 are to the

the Youth Allowance or ABSTUDY. a
of ABSTUDY in 1998, the Government on 1 January 2000
living with in the
(Youth Allowance and Newstart Allowance). This a

is for all Australians, the of ABSTUDY
and the of Following this of

ABSTUDY to as
Allowance and Allowance. Other ABSTUDY

to to, or disproportionately ins

students.
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41

The JSCOT the the of the
on the of the in for

an on the of
the

Response

Noted.

Comment

and Territory and
for and
Therefore, of in this be
the Territory and as

employers.

and Territory for the of
and

The works in with so it will
and Territory to this at a of the

Council of Education, Training and Youth

In the the and
has a site with a to provide and
with The site has a on
CROC and has this is a for and
students.

In the has a of and on
and CROC.
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in

42

The JSCOT the for
Territory to

the and of
and as of our

Response

in

Comment

The of school curricula is the responsibility of the and as
the of the curriculum in schools. However, the of
was in April 1999 Ml for

1A of the National Goals for Schooling in the Twenty-First Century. It that
*%e and with an and

of Australians of government and civic life".

The has a of to and
in and and For
the civics and the
Democracy Under this program, a of to all

in To principally on to
Year 10. The topics as law, and and

to the and the and
to in the political and to civic

Also, the Curriculum Corporation, an by
all Territory and Commonwealth for has

Choices, TMs in a version for primary and
school, is to economic literacy. It the role in
the as and and is to in and

and the and impact of those

on students9 civic knowledge and
and civic are MCEETYA

Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs), which of all
In the ftiture, a of will be

and the
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Iff

43

The JSCOT the of an for on

Response

Comment

is a that the responsibility of the and Territories. The
has to the and Temtories for

Territory and for in
schools.

in own in to
and any would to be by

Corporal is in schools and is no in the
The vast majority of schools

However, as a last
on the have it and is a Biblical for its

This is not a in it is for the Commonwealth to

in

44

JSCOT the the of
to the to

Response

Noted.

Comment

The of options to mandatory for is
by the Government. The

a variety of to and
as well as to and

the of the JSCOT in 1998, the has
its to working with the and to

the justice by an by the
and the Territory on 27 My 2000. The
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on 1 2000, is to divert juveniles the
and jointly an Aboriginal service in the Territory.

The young the opportunity to
the justice system. Under the are

to which in diverting the

The has $5 per the for
for:

« a of in and
communities;

• and

« the of a Diversion Unit in the
to the and to and

» a jointly for
and

» $250,000 in the for of (in to the
for

The Government the Northern Territory its
laws, 22 October 2001. The

Amendment Act (No, 2) 2001 (NT) for juvenile and
the Act (No. 3) 2001 (NT) for

in to

was at the 2000 of the
of Attorneys-General. While the Commonwealth not

to on the and Territory are
to on the of the Committee with the of their

45

The JSCOT the Government the of
to

for

Response

Comment

The and Territories the jurisdiction and the responsibility to to
and as they lie has to the
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for consideration. The has no
to in to law, to the that it be

to

46

The JSCOT the the of the
in the are in
to to this

Response

Noted.

Comment

120 of the the are to provision for
Thus, the Commonwealth not any

of its own, and the are for the of and
This in Government is for the

of its own and for the for the of
juveniles.

The has to the and for

47

JSCOT the the to 37(c)
of the on jfte of the Child.

Response

Disagree.

Comment

Article 37(c) of CROC provides: "Every child deprived of liberty be
and for the dignity of the and in a

the of persons of his or her In
of liberty be it is in the child's not
to do so have the right to maintain contact with Ms or her family

and visits, in circumstances." has a
to Article 37(c) which it the

However, has a reservatioE the to
in is only to the is the

be to contact with The on
37(c) is of the of The
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of in and the of of
and this reservation.

48

JSCOT the in
tie fCMM *fet ^4cl JSW to al

and Ac of justice are

Response

Agreed.

Comment

The that this has

The and will to the
sex of the Crimes Act 1914 IIIA) to that

the child sex are and
a fair for the

The has the view that can be in to
the of court procedures; and the of

and The is of and is in the of
the of the provisions in Part IIIA,

For was to for in
for sex and sex The

are in 3 to the to
Crime ^4cr 2007, to the age of 18 and are to

are to as effectively and as

The on the admissibility of evidence of the and
of child and are

the of a child and the has a
to or The

to use as and
and to be by an of their A of an

a be as the child's in The is
to of the public the the

and the of which could identify the child or is
prohibited,

the is of the view its in 1994, IIIA has
There a the Act, of

in
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Response

Disagree.

Comment

The not to CROC to
in the (in 12-16) would be the

to and the the aim and of
the

The is of the view that the as by the
fall the of set out in 2 of the

on the Law of Treaties. In this they would be by the
to in 19 in Article 51 of CROC) that the of

to the a or the in
question.
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