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DearAndrew

Thankyou for your letterof9 February2006,concerningthetablingofthefollowing treaties
in bothhousesofParliament:

- Amendments,doneat Nairobi, Kenyaon 25 November2005, to
Appendicesland II oftheConventionon theConservationofMigratory
SpeciesofWildAnimals,doneat Bonnon 23 June1979

- Protocol ofAmendments,adoptedin Monacoon 14 April 2005, to the
Conventionon theInternationalHydrographicOrganisation,doneat
Monacoon 3 May 1967

- Agreementon thePromotionofAviationSafetybetweentheGovernment
ofAustraliaandtheGovernmentofthe UnitedStatesofAmerica
(Canberra,21 June2005)andImplementationProceduresfor
AirworthinessApproval,PostDesignApprovalActivitiesandTechnical
AssistancebetweenAuthorities

Protocol amendingtheAgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustralia
andtheGovernmentofNewZealandfor theavoidanceofDouble
TaxationandthePreventionofFiscalEvasionwithRespectto Taxeson
Income(Melbourne,15 November2005)

AgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustraliaandtheGovernmentof
Bermuda[as authorisedby] theGovernmentofthe UnitedKingdomof
GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandon theexchangeofInformationwith
respectto Taxes(Washington,10 November2005)
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In regardsto theProtocolamendingtheAgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustralia
andtheGovernmentofNewZealandfor theavoidanceofDoubleTaxationandthe
PreventionofFiscal Evasionwith Respectto Taxeson Income(Melbourne,15 November
2005)the QueenslandGovernmentbelievesthatthesharingof informationbetweenparties
asestablishedunderArticle 26 is inconsistentwith thesecrecyprovisionscontainedwithin
Queenslandrevenuelaws.

Queenslandrevenuelawsonly allowthe disclosureofconfidentialinformationobtainedby
the QueenslandCommissionerof StateRevenuein very limited circumstances.It is
questionablewhetherinformationobtainedby theAustralianTax Office (ATO) from the
QueenslandCommissionerofStateRevenuecouldbe sharedwith New Zealandwherethat
informationwasobtainedby theATO in thecourseof theadministrationof Commonwealth
taxlaws. The QueenslandGovernmentrequiresclarificationwhethertheAgreementcovers
this scenario,asthis wouldbe inconsistentwith thesecrecyprovisionsofQueensland
revenuelaws.

Additionally, Queenslandrevenuelawsdo notallow disclosureof confidentialinformation
to a court in a proceedingexceptin proceedingsfor theadministrationorenforcementofa
tax law. This is inconsistentwithParagraph2 ofArticle 26which expresslystatesthat
partiesto the agreementmayshareinformationin public courtproceedingsor in judicial
decisions.

TheQueenslandGovernmenthasreviewedtheremainingtreatiesandhasnot identifiedany
issuesofsignificantconcern.

Thankyou forthe opportunityto commenton thesetreaties.

Yourssincerely

PETER BEATTIE MP
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND
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