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DearDr Southcott

Thankyou for yourletterof9August2005inviting ACT Governmentcommenton treaties

currentlyunderreviewbytheJointStandingCommitteeon Treaties

Your letterinvitedcommenton thefollowing treatiestabledin Parliamenton 9 August2005:

TreatyofAmyandCooperationin SoutheastAsia (Denpasat, 24February1976)as
amendedby theProtocolAmendingtheTreatyojAmityandCooperationin Southeast
Asia (Manila, 1.5December1987)andtheSecondProtocolAmendingtheTreatyof
AmityandCooperationin SoutheastAsia (Manila, 2.5 July1998), WithE=cchangeof
Lette,srecordinginterpretationofkeyprovisions(Canberra,13 July2005/J’ientiane,23
July2005)

• SupplementaryAgreementbetweentheGovernmentoftheUnitedKingdomofGreat
Britain andNorthernIrelandandtheGovernmentoftheCommonwealthofAustralia
concerningtheAnglo-AustralianOptical Telescope,atSidingSpring,NewSouthWales,
Australia

TheACT Governmentwill notbemakinganycommentsto theCommitteein relationto the
TreatyofAmity.

Inrelationto theSupplementaryAgreementconcerningtheAnglo-AustralianOpticalTelescope
(AAT) at SidingSpringtheACT Governmentconsultedwith theResearchSchoolofAstronomy
andAstrophysics(RSAA)attheAustralianNationalUniversity(ANU).. TheSidingSpring
Observatorysiteis ownedby theANU andmanagedby theRSAA.

DuringACT Governmentconsultationwith theRSAA it becameclear that theRSAA were
unawareoftheproposedAgreement. I canreportthatafierconsideringtheAgreementthe
RSAAindicatedthat it washappywith thethrustoftheagreementandurgedits immediate
implementation..
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While it is pleasingthattheRSAA supportstheAgreementit is of greatconcernthat it wasnot
consultedduringtheAgreementnegotiations..As managersofthesitewheretheAAT is located,
it hasaconsiderableinterestin proposedchangesto theAAT Further;theRSAA, asthelargest
astronomicalgroupin thecountry,is alsothechiefAustralianuseroftheAAT.. Failing to
consulttheRSAAis aclear failure in theconsultationprocessforthisAgreementandamatter
theJointStandingCommitteeon Treatiesshouldconsiderandreporton

Yourssincerely

JonStanhope A

Chief Minister
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