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China uranium

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
Chair
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearAndrew

Thankyou for yourletterof8 August2006concerningthetablingofthe following treaties
in bothhousesofParliament:

- Exchangeofnotesconstitutingan AgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustralia
andtheGovernmentofSingaporeto Amend2CandAnnex2D oftheSingapore-
AustraliaFreeTradeAgreement(SAFTA)to ensurecompliancewith changesto
theHarmonisedCommodityDescriptionandCodingSystemto comeinto effecton
1 January2007

- Exchangeofnotesconstitutingan AgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustralia
andtheGovernmentofSingaporeto Amend4-A andAnnexS-AoftheAustralia-
UnitedStatesFreeTradeAgreement(AUSFTA)to ensurecompliancewith changes
to theHarmonisedCommodityDescriptionandCodingSystemto comeinto effect
on 1 January2007

- AgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustraliaandtheGovernmentofthe
People‘s RepublicofChinaon theTransferofNuclearMaterial (Canberra,3 April
2006)(theNuclearMaterialTransferAgreement)

- Amendmentbetweenthe GovernmentofAustraliaandtheGovernmentofthe
People‘s RepublicofChinafor Cooperationin thePeacefulUsesofNuclear
Energy(Canberra,3 April 2006) (theNuclearCooperationAgreement)

- Exchangeofnotesconstitutingan AgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustralia
andtheGovernmentofJapanto replacetheDelineatedandRecordedJapanese
NuclearFuelCycleProgram

- The InternationalHealthRegulations(2005) (Geneva,23 May2005).

With respectto theNuclearCooperationAgreementandtheNuclearMaterialTransfer
Agreement,theQueenslandGovernmentacknowledgestheneedfor, andsupports,
safeguardsin relationto uraniumandnuclearmaterial.However,theQueensland
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Governmentis concernedif theseagreementsprovideanyscopefor increaseduranium
mining activity in Australiain thefuture.

TheQueenslandGovernmenthasnot identifiedanyissuesofsignificantconcernwith
respectto theremainingtreatiestabledon 8 August2006.

Thankyou for theopportunityto comment.

Yours sincerely

ANNA BLIGH MP
ACTING PREMIER AND MIN STER FOR TRADE
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