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DearDr Southcott

Duringpublichearingson 8 May2008onAustralia’sproposedratificationofthe
‘AgreementEstablishingthePacific IslandsForum’, SenatorTroodandMs
PanopoulosMP raisedanumberofquestionsthatweretakenonnotice.

I attachtheDepartment’sresponsesto thequestionsraisedandalsoinformation
correctingtherecordin relationto thebudgetofthePacific IslandsForumSecretariat
andAustralia’scontributionto it.

Yourssincerely

I

\ ‘ij(.~ i
PeterHooton
AssistantSecretary
PacificRegionalandNewZealandBranch
SouthPacific,Africa andMiddleEastDivision

cc: CommitteeSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON TREATIES

Duringpublichearingson 8 May2006oftheJointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
(JSCOT)in relationto theproposedratificationofthe“AgreementEstablishingthe
Pacific IslandsForum”, thefollowing questionsweretakenon notice.

TheDepartmentprovidesthefollowing responses:

1. how muchassistancedoesAustraliaprovideto Pacific islandcountries?

Total Australianoverseasdevelopmentassistanceto PapuaNew Guinea(PNG)and
Pacificislandcountriesis estimatedat $766.6million in the financialyear2006/07.
Thisrepresents26%oftotal Australianoverseasdevelopmentassistance.The
expectedoutcomefor the2005/06financialyearis $754.2million. Ofthis PNGwill
receiveatotal of$332.2million in 2006-07,andPacificislandcountriesa totalof
$434.3million.

Theexpectedoutcomefor the2005/06financialyearis $754.2million.

2. Doesthetotal amountreflectassistancefrom all relevantAustralian
departments

Thetotal amountof$766.6million reflectsassistancefrom all relevantAustralian
departments.

3. Is Australia’scontribution to the Pacific Islands Forum budget likely to
increasein the light of theprojected work, including as a result of
Leaders’ adoption of thePacificPlan?

Australia’scontributionunderthecurrentMemorandumofUnderstanding (MOU)
with thePacific IslandsForumSecretariat(PIFS)isA$3m per armumforthecurrent
andnexttwo calendaryears,a total ofA$9m for theyears2006 - 2008:thisamount
will remainunchangedforthelife oftheagreement(thatis, until 31 December2008).

In March 2005. theSecretariatrequestedadditionalAustralianfunding for activities
a~sociatedwith implementationof specificPacificPlanrelatedinitiativesnot
identifiedorbudgetedfor at thetimethe2005/06workplanwascompleted.AusAID
hasconsideredthis request,andhasindicatedthatAustraliawill supporttheproposal
in orderto ensuretheSecretariatcanmeetits responsibilitiesunderthePacificPlan.
Additional Australiansupportup to A$ 1 .8mwill beprovidedovertheperiod
2005/06— 2006/07.



4. how manystaffdoesthePacific IslandsForumSecretariatcurrently
have,whatis their level of remunerationandwhat arethecountriesof
origin?

TheForumSecretariatcurrentlyemploysatotal of98 (includingprofessionalstaff,
supportstaff, andsecondments).Therearecurrently19 positionsunfilled.

Countryof originof staffis asfollows

:

Countryof Origin Nos
Australia 10
Cook Islands 2
Fiji 61
New Zealand 4
Niue 1
PNG 3
Samoa 5
SolomonIs. 4
Tonga 1
Vanuatu 2

Sub-total 93
Vacant positions 19

Total 112
Secondedstaff 5
Overall total 117



Remunerationlevelsof PacificIslandsForumstaff

PIFS REMUNERATION AND GRADING STRUCTURE
Effective1 January 2006
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TheDepartmentalsoprovidesthefollowing informationcorrectingtherecordin relationto
informationprovidedregardingthePIFSbudgetandAustralia’scontributionto it.

ThePacific IslandsForumSecretariathasestimatedits expenditureover theperiod2005to
2008to be:

2005 2006 2007 2008

Total Secretariat
Budget(FTh)

27,063,840 36,664,230 31,777,767 30,557,038

AustralianDollar
equivalent(approx)

20,500,000 27,800,000 24,100,000 23,200,000

Australia’scontributionto this is A$3 million per annum.


