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THE HON ALEXANDER DOWNER MP MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP 31 MAR 2006
Chair
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearAndrew

I amwriting to you in relationto theGlobal Crop Diversity TrustAgreementdoneat Rome
on 1 April 2004,which wastabledin Parliamenton 28 March2006.

The Global Crop Diversity Trust is a productof the InternationalTreaty on PlantGenetic
Resourcesfor FoodandAgriculture,whichenteredinto forcefor Australiaon 12 March2006
following extensivedelaysin the domestictreatyprocess.Australiais only nowin aposition
to ConsiderbecomingaStatePartyto theGlobalCrop DiversityTrustAgreement.

TheTrust is importantto Australia.We rely moreheavily thanmost countrieson imported
plant genetic material to support our agricultural researchand industries. Accordingly,
Australiais a leadingdonor.

Australia is seekingto securea position on the ExecutiveBoard of the Trust to ensure
appropriateconsiderationof Australia’sinterests.An importantmeetingin ourcampaignto
securesucha position is the June2006 inauguralmeetingof the GoverningBody of the
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resourcesfor Food and Agriculture. Australia’s
ExecutiveBoardcampaignwould be strengthenedif Australiawerein apositionto becomea
Partyto theGlobalCropDiversity TrustAgreementatthetimeofthis meeting.

I would be grateful if JSCOTwould considerissuing an early report on the Global Crop
Diversity Trust Agreement, so as to allow Australia the possibility of accedingto the
Agreementprior to theGoverningBody meetingin June2006.

Yourssincerely

AlexanderDowner


