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Chair
Joint StandingCommitteeon Treaties
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

BY FACSIMILE: 62772219

Dear Dr Southcott

Convention on theMarking of Plastic Explosivesfor the Purposeof Detection

I refer to theCommittee’shearingoftheConventiononthe MarkingofPlasticExplosivesfor the

PurposeofDetection(the Convention)heldon Monday,27 February2006.

I noteduringthehearingI took aquestiononnoticefromthe Chairasfollows:

Wasit everthe intentionofthetreatythattheodorantwouldbe tofindtheexplosiveor is the
odorantto ident~wheretheexplosivehascomefrom?

The intentionoftheConventionwasto requireachemicaldetectionagentto be incorporatedinto
theplasticexplosivein orderto identify thepresenceofaplasticexplosive,notto beableidentify
thesourceofthemanufactureoftheplasticexplosive.

Switzerlandis theonlymajorindustrialcountiywhichincorporatesidentificationtaggantsinto all
explosiveswhichmay lead,postblast,to identificationofamanufacturerandtheapproximatedate
ofmanufacture.
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ShouldtheConnititteewish to discussthismatter,pleasecontactAnnabelKnott who canbe
contactedon62505423.

Yourssincerely

Telephone:62505430
Facsimile: 6250 5985
E-mail: geoffrey.A.incdonald~ag.gov.au
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