
Queensland
GovernmentPremier of Queensland

and Minister for Trade

Pleasequote 785931PS0311GR

15JUN 2005 1 ~‘ ‘‘ ~‘-~1~S
SubmissionNo

Dr AndrewSouthcottMP
CommitteeChair
JointStandingCommitteeon Treaties
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearDr Southcott

Thankyou for yourletterto thePremierof 16 May 2005concerningthetablingofthe
following treatiesin bothhousesofParliament:

— AgreementbetweentheGovernmentofAustraliaandtheGovernmentoftheRepublicof
Korea on Cooperationin theFields ofEnergyandMineralResources(Canberra,
30August2004);

— Agreementbetweenthe GovernmentofAustraliaandtheGovernmentoftheRepublicof
Singaporeconcerningthe UseofShoalwaterBayTrainingAreaandthe Useof
AssociatedFacilities in Australia;

— MutualRecognitionAgreementon ConformityAssessmentin Relationto Medicines
GoodManufacturingPracticeInspectionandCerttficationbetweentheGovernmentof
AustraliaandtheGovernmentofCanada(Canberra, 16March2005);

— Amendmentsto AnnexIII [2005]ATS9, andadditionalAnnexVI [2005] ATNIF5, to the
RotterdamConventionon thePrior InformedConsentProcedurefor CertainHazardous
ChemicalsandPesticidesin InternationalTrade,doneat Rotterdamon
10 September1998(Geneva,24 September2004);

— Final Protocol andPartial Revisionofthe2001RadioRegulations,as incorporatedin
theInternationalTelecommunicationUnion Final ActsoftheWorld
RadiocommunicationConference(WRC-03),doneat Genevaon 4 July2003;and

— Measure1 (2003)SecretariatoftheAntarcticTreaty, adoptedatMadrid, Spainon
20June2003, undertheAntarcticTreaty, doneat Washingtonon 1 December1959.
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The QueenslandGovernmenthasreviewedtheabovetreatiesandhasnot identifiedany
issuesofsignificantconcern.

However,theQueenslandGovernmentseeksfurther infonnationon oneaspectofthe
MutualRecognitionAgreementon ConformityAssessmentin Relationto MedicinesGood
ManufacturingPracticeInspectionandCertificationbetweentheGovernmentofAustralia
andtheGovernmentofCanada. Specifically,the final sentenceofarticle 16 (Settlementof
Differencesbetweentheparties)indicatesthat,in theeventof theJoint Sectoralgroupbeing
unableto resolvedifferencesbetweentheparties,thepartiesshallsettlethemthrough
bilateraldiscussions.

I would appreciateyouradviceon themechanicsofthebilateraldiscussionarrangements
with regardto thedecidingauthorities,participantsandsuggestedprocessfor thedispute
settlementdiscussions.

I would alsolike to drawyourattentionto aninaccuracyin theNational InterestAnalysis
(NIA) relatingto theAgreementbetweenAustraliaandSingaporeconcerningShoalwater
Bay and associatedfacilities. TheNIA indicatesthatin June2004,theDepartmentof
Defenceforwardedaletter (underthesignatureofMr PaulWatson)to anumberof
interestedparties,includingthePremierof Queensland,but thatto dateonly Rockhampton
RegionalDevelopmenthadresponded.

In fact, theQueenslandGovernmenthaspreviouslyrespondedto this letter. On26 July
2004,thePremieres Chiefof Staff,Mr RobWhiddonrespondeddirectlyto Mr Watsonon
behalfofthe Premier,indicatingthatthe QueenslandGovernmenthadno concernsor
objectionsto theagreement.Onthat samedate,a letterconfirmingtheQueensland
Government’spositionwasalso sentto Ms MyraRowling,First AssistantSecretaryofthe
InternationalPolicyDivision oftheDepartmentof Defence,underthesignatureof
Ms FionaMcKersie,Acting Director-General,Departmentofthe PremierandCabinet.

Thankyou for theopportunityto commentonthesetreaties.

Yourssincerely

TERRY MACKENROTH MP
ACTTNG PREMIERAND
MINISTER FOR TRADE
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