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INTRODUCTION

In October 2010 the New South Wales Patliament passed the Parfiamentary Budget Oficer
Act 2010 (copy attached). This Act established a Parliamentary Budget Officer as an
independent officer of the Parliament to provide costings of election promises, costings
of proposed policies of members of Patliament, and analysis and advice for members of
Parliament on financial matters. It is believed that the Patliamentary Budget Officer in
New South Wales is the first independent Parliamentary Budget Officer in Australia.'

Parts 1 and 2 of the Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010, which include provisions
establishing the Parliamentary Budget Officer, commenced on assent.” However, the
remainder of the Act, including provisions concerning the costing of election promises,
will commence on 25 January 2011.

BACKGROUND

The establishment of the Parliamentary Budget Office in New South Wales followed a
period of ongoing political jockeying concerning the arrangements for the costing of
election promises.

Prior to the 2007 State election, the Government introduced the Charter of Budget Honesty
(Election Promises Costing) Act 2006 to allow the Government and Opposition to obtain
and release an independent assessment by the Treasury of the cost of their election
promises before a State general election. In the event, in the 2007 election, the
Government used the Treasury for its costings, while the Opposition used an external
consultant.

In May 2010, the Government introduced the Charter of Budget Honesty (Election
Promises Costing) Amendment Bill 2010 to amend the Charter of Budger Honesty (Election
Pronrises Costing) Act 2006 to provide that Treasury’s costing of election promises made by
the Government and Opposition in the lead up to the upcoming 2011 State election
should be independently overseen by the Auditor-General. However, the Bill was
significantly amended in the Legislative Council by the Opposition and the Greens to
provide that costings would be undertaken by an independent consultant with oversight
by the Audit Office rather than being undertaken by the Treasury.

' LC Debates (26/10/2010), p 26673.

* Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010, section 2(1). Schedule 1.2 also commenced on assent. The
Act was assented to on 1 November 2010,

3 Ibid, section 2(2).
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Following its amendment in the Legislative Council, the Charter of Budget Honesty
(Flection Promises Costing) Amendment Bill 2010 was not progressed by the
Government in the Legislative Assembly. However, the Government subsequently
mntroduced the Parliamentary Budget Officer Bill 2010 which provided for the repeal of
the Charter of Budget Honesty (Election Promises Costing) Act 2006 and the establishment of a
new framework for the costing of election promises. This Bill was passed by the
Parliament as noted above.

THE PARLIAMENTARY BUDGET OQFFICER IN NSW

The main features of the Parliamentary Budget Officer under the Parfamentary Budget
Offzcer Act 2070 are summarised below.

Functions

The functions of the Parliamentary Budget Officer are threefold:

* providing costings of policies publicly announced or proposed by a parliamentary
leader," at the request of that parliamentary leader, in the period prior to a State
general election®

® preparing costings of proposed policies of a member of Parliament at the request
of the member®

* providing to members of Parliament analysis, advice and briefings of a technical
nature on financial, fiscal and economic matters (including in relation to the
costing of proposals included in the State budget).’

A parliamentary leader may only make an election costing request in relation to a policy
publicly announced by that leader.® An clection costing request may be made at any time
during the period before a State general election is due to be held commencing on the
day on which the last State Budget before the election is presented to Parliament.” For
the purposes of the State election to be held on 26 March 2011, the pre-election petiod
commences on 25 January 2011."

The functions of the Parliamentary Budget Officer concerning the provision of costings
and advice to members of Parliament do not extend to providing any analysis, advice or
briefing to committees of the Patliament or developing policy proposals on behalf of
members."

* ‘Parliamentary leader’ is defined in section 3 of the Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010.
* Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010, section 12 and Part 4.
¢ Ibid, section 13(1)(a).
7 Ibid, section 13(1)(b).
8 Ibid, section 18(3). This requirement was inserted during the passage of the Parliamentary Budget
Officer Bill 2010 through the Legislative Council to prevent a parliamentary leader from making an
election costing request in relation to a policy publicly announced or proposed by another
garliamentany leader: LC Debates (26/10/2010) 26674, 26683,
Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010, section 19(1).
% bid, section 19(2).
" Ibid, section 13(4).
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Appointment

The Presiding Officers are to appoint the Parliamentary Budget Officer from a list of at
least two persons recommended by a panel comprising the Ombudsman, the
Information Commissioner and the Chairperson of the Independent Pricing and
Regulatory Tribunal? If both Presiding Officers ate from the same political party, any
decision may only be taken by them jointly with a deputy Presiding Officer from another
political party.”

The term of the Parliamentary Budget Officer is to be of not less than four years and not
mote than nine years." The first Parliamentary Budget Officer is to have a tenure of nine
years” to ensure the independence of the office.’ The Parliamentary Budget Officer is
eligible to be reappointed’ but cannot hold office for more than nine years in total.”® The
remuneration of the Parliamentary Budget Officer is to be determined under the Siatutory
and Other Officers Remuneration Act 1975 The position was placed in the Government
Gazette on 3 December 2010. T enclose a copy.

The first Parliamentary Budget Officer position was recently publicly advertised and the
appointment process is cutrently under way.

Staff and resources

The Presiding Officers may employ patliamentary staff to assist the Parliamentary Budget
Officer to exercise his or her functions; these staff are to comprise the Parliamentary
Budget Office. The Parliamentary Budget Officer may also engage consultants to assist in
the exercise of his or her functions.”

The Government has indicated that it is envisaged the Parliamentary Budget Office will
require approximately 12 to 16 qualified and experienced economists, accountants and
financial analysts and requisite suppott staff.”

‘The Government has also indicated that the Office will receive up to $4 million recurrent
and capital funding combined in 2010-2011 m order to establish the Parliamentary
Budget Office, and up to $§3 million (recurrent) in 2011-2012 to 2018-2019 for the

ongoing operational costs for the office.”
Operations

The Patliamentary Budget Officer is to operate under an operational plan approved by
the Presiding Officers and tabled in each House of Patliament. The operational plan will

2 Ibid, section 6.

'* Ibid, section 4(2).

' Ibid, section 7(1).

% Ibid, section 7(4).

18 LC Debates (26/10/2010) 26671.

7 Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010, section 7(2).
8 Ibid, section 7(3).

' Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010, section 10(a).
® Ibid, section 11,

2 L.C Debates (26/10/2010) 26672.

2 Ibid.
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include the objectives of the Officer in relation to his or her functions, a broad outline of
the Officer’s strategies to achieve those objectives, and a schedule of the activities the
Officer proposes to undertake. The first operational plan must be prepated as soon as
ptacticable following the commencement of the relevant provisions of the Act on 25
January 2011. Future operational plans are to be prepared as soon as practicable after
each State general election.

The Parliamentary Budget Officer may issue guidelines for the purposes of the making of
election costing requests and the preparation of election policy costings and budget
impact statements.*

The Patliamentary Budget Officer may request information from the head of any
Government agency to assist in the preparation of a costing of an election or other policy
under the Act. The head of the agency must respond to such a request within 10 business
days or such other period as is agreed unless thete is an overtiding public interest against
the disclosure of the information for the putposes of the Government Information (Public
Avcess) Act 2009 or access to the information would otherwise be denied under that Act.”

It is an offence for the Parliamentary Budget Officer or any staff of the Parliamentary
Budget Office to disclose certain information provided to or prepared by them for the
purposes of an election costing, other than to the parliatnentary leader or member who
requested the costing or another staff member of the Parliamentary Budget Office.”

A parliamentary leader may publicly release an election policy costing provided to that
leader by the Parliamentary Budget Officer and must publicly release an election costing
request and the election costing when he or she notifies the Patliamentary Budget Officer
that the policy has been publicly announced.”

If the Parliamentary Budget Officer considers that an election policy costing provided by
the Officer has been publicly misrepresented the Officer may issue a public statement to
correct the misrepresentation.”

Oversight and accountability

As noted earlier, the operational plan for the Parliamentary Budget Officer must be
approved by the Presiding Officers and tabled in Parliament.

The Patliamentary Budget Officer must provide an annual repott in relation to his or her
activities, together with a copy of the operational plan, to a committee of each House of
Parliament to be designated by the Presiding Officers. The designated committees may
monitor and review the operations of the Parliamentary Budget Officer, and may report
to their respective Houses on any matter relating to the Officer.”

5 Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010, section 14,
24 Ibid, section 25.

5 Ibid, section 16.

% Ipid, section 17.

7 Ibid, section 22(1) and (2).

2 Ibid, section 22(3).

* Ibid, section 15.
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‘The Minister is to review the Act after five yeats from the date of assent to determine
whether the policy objectives of the Act remain valid and the terms of the Act remain
approptiate for securing those objectives. A report on the outcome of the review is to be
tabled in each House of Parliament within 12 months after the end of the five year
period.30

CONCLUSION
The Parliamentaty Budget Officer has only recently been established in New South

Wales and has not yet commenced operations. For this reason it is not possible to
comment on the practical operation or effectiveness of the Office.

oo (Foclack:

Lynn Lovelock
Clerk of the Patliaments

% Ibid, section 30.
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Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010 No 83

New South Wales

Status Informatibh

Currency of version _ ,
Current version for 2 November 2010 to date (accessed 13 December 2010 at 09:57). .
Legislation on this site is usually updated within 3 working days after a change to the legislation.

Provisions in force B '

Some, but not all, of the provisions displayed in this version of the legislation have commenced. See
Historical notes ‘

Note: : _ o

Amending provisions are subject to automatic repeal pursuant to sec 30C of the Interpretation Act
1987 No 15 once the amendments have taken effect.. : o
Authorisation: This version of the legislation is compiled and maintained in é database of legislation

by the Parliamentary Counsel's Office and published on the NSW legislation website, and is certified as -
the form of that legistation that is correct under section 45C of the Interpretation Act 1987.

File last modified 2 November 2010.
Contents
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An Act to establish and confer functions on the Parliamentary Budget Officer as an
independent officer of Parliament; to provide for costings of election promises by that
Officer; to repeal the Charter of Budget Honesty (Election Promises Costing) Act 20006;
and for other purposes. ' S

Part 1 Preliminary

1 Name of Act

. This Act is the Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010.

2 Commencement

(1) Parts 1 and 2 and Schedule 1.2 commence on the date of assent to this
Act. '

(2) The remainder of this Act commences on 25 January. 2011.

-3 Deﬁnitiqns
(1) In this Act:

election costing request means a requestl made under Division 1 of Part 4
to the Parliamentary Budget Officer for the preparation of an election
policy costing. ‘ :

election policy costing means a costing of a puBlicly announced or
proposed policy prepared by the Parliamentary Budget Officer under
Division 2 of Part 4..

function includes a power, authority or duty, and exercise a function
includes perform a duty. :

Parliamentary Budget Officer means the Parliamentary Budget Officer
appointed by the Presiding Officers under section 6.

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.aw/fullhtml/inforce/act+83+2010+cd+0+N? 13/12/2010
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parliamentary leader means any of the following:
(a) the Premier,
(b) the Leader of the Opposition,

(c) a member of Parliament who is the recognised parliamentary
leader of a registered party (other than a party, and any coalition
party, whose parliamentary leader is the Premier or Leader of the
Opposition),

.(d) amember of Parliament who was not an endorsed candidate of
any registered party when last elected to Parliament and who is
not being endorsed by any registered party for the next State
general election.

pre-election half-yearly budget review means the last half-yearly review
publicly released by the Treasurer before a State general election under =
section 8 (3) of the Public Finance and Audit Act 1983.

Presiding Officers means (subjéct to section 4) the President of the
Legislative Council and Speaker of the Legislative Assembly.

registered parfy means a party registered under Part 4A of the
Parliamentary Electorates and Elections Act 1912.

(2) If a registered party that is represented in Parliament by 2 or more
members of Parliament does not have a recognised parliamentary leader,
one of those members who is nominated by the other members has the
functions of the recognised parliamentary leader of that registered party for
the purposes of this Act only. Any such nomination is to be made by notice
in writing to the Parliamentary Budget Officer.

(3) For the purposeé of this Act, the date a State genefal election is due to be
held is the day fixed for taking the poll ata general election of members of -
the Legislative Assembly.

(4) A reference in this Act to a member of Parliament includes, during the
period that the Legislative Assembly is dissolved or has expired, a
reference to a person who-was a member of Parliament immediately before

~ that dissolution or expiry.

(5) Notes included in this Act do not form part of this Act.

4 PreS|d|ng Officers

(1) If a provision of this Act requires or authorises the Pre51d1ng Officersto
take any action or decide any matter, the provision is taken to require or
authorise the Presiding Officers only to take the action jointly or demde the
matter jointly.

(2) If the Presiding Officers were both last elected to Parliament as the
éndorsed candidates of the same registered party (or-registered parties that
are coalition parties), any such action or decision may only be taken or
decided jointly with a deputy Presiding Officer designated by those
Presiding Officers who was last elected to Parliament as the endorsed
candidate of another registered party.

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.aw/fullbtml/inforce/act+83+2010+cd+0+N? - 13/12/2010



(3) A reference in subsection (2) to a deputy Presiding Officer includes a
reference to an assistant Presiding Officer if all eligible deputy Presiding
‘Officers are absent or acting as the Presiding Officer under the .
Constitution Act 1902. :

Note. Sections 22G and 31A of the Constitution Act 1902 provide that
during the absence from NSW of the President or the Speaker, the Chair
of Committees of the Legislative Council (who is also the Deputy
President) or the Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly act for th
President or the Speaker respectively. :

Part 2 Parliamentary Budget Officer

5 Establishment of position of Parliamentary Budget Officer

(1) The position of Parliamentary Budget Officer is established as an
independent officer of Parliament.

(2) The functions of the Parliamentary Budget officer are only those
conferred by this or any other Act, and there are no implied rights,
obligations or immunities arising from that officer being an independent
officer of Parliament.

6 -Appointment of Pafliamentary Budget Officer

(1) The Presiding Officers may appoint a person as Parliamentary Budget
-Officer.

(2) The person appointed as Parliamentary Budget Officer must be a person
selected from a list of at least 2 persons recommended by a panel
comprising:- '

(a) the Ombudsman, and
(b) the Information Commissioner, and .

(¢) the Chairperson of the Independent Pricing and Regulatory
Tribunal. ‘ ‘

(3) If the Presiding Officers decline to appoint a person from a list of persons
recommended by the panel, the panel is required to recommend a further
list. '

(4) The Parliamentary Budget Officer is to be appointed on a full-time basis.
The Parliamentary Budget Officer is not to engage in paid employment

outside the duties of his or her office without the approval of the Presiding
Officers.

7 Term of office of Parliamentary Budget Officer

(1) The Parliamentary Budget Officer holds office for the peribd of not less
than 4 years and not greater than 9 years that is specified in his or her
instrument of appointment.. '

(2) The Parliamentary Budget Officer is eligible (if otherwise qualified) to be
re-appointed.

http://www.legislation.nsw. gbv.au/fullhtml/inforce/a_ct+83+20 10+¢cd+0+N?
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(3) A person cannot hold office as Parliamentary Budget Officer for a total
period of more than 9 years.

{4) Despite anything to the contrary in this Vsection, the first person appointed
as the Parliamentary Budget Officer is to be appointed for a period of 9
years, and is not eligible for re-appointment.

8 Acting Parliamentary Budget Officer

(1) The Presiding Officers may, from time to time, appoint an acting
Parliamentary Budget Officer during the absence, or a vacancy in the
office, of the Parliamentary Budget Officer, and may at any time revoke
any such appointment.

(2) An acting Parliamentary Budget Officer has all the functions of the
Parliamentary Budget Officer and is taken to be the Parliamentary Budget
Officer.

3) A ﬁerson appointed as the acting Parliamentary Budget Officer must be a
member of the staff of the Parliamentary Budget Office.

(4) An acting Parliamentary Budget Officer is entitled to be paid such
remuneration (including travelling and subsistence allowances) as the
Presiding Officers may from time to time determine.

9 Vacancy in office of Parliamentar-y Budget Officer

(1) The office of the Parliamentai'y Budget Officer becomes vacant if the
Officer: _

(a) dies, or
(b) completes a term of office and is not re-appointed, or

_(c) resigns the office by instrument in writing addressed to the
Presiding Officers, or

(d) is removed from office by the Presiding‘_Ofﬁcers under this
section, or

(e) becomes bankrupt, applies to take the benefit of any law for the
relief of bankrupt or insolvent debtors, compounds with his or
her creditors or makes an assignment of his or her remuneration
for their benefit, or

(f) becomes a mentally incapacitated person, or |

(g) .is convicted in New South Wales of an offence that is
punishable by imprisonment for 12 months or more or is
convicted elsewhere than in New South Wales of an offence that,
if committed in New South Wales, would be an offence so
punishable.

(2) The Presiding Officers may remove the Parliamentary Budget Officer
from office for misbehaviour, incapacity or incompetence.

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.aw/fulllitml/inforce/act+83+2010+cd+0-+N? 13/12/2010
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(3) If the office of the Parliamentary Budget Officer becomes vacant, a person
is, subject to this Act, required to be appointed to fill the vacancy.
10 Remuneration of Parliamentary Budget Officer

The Parliamentary Budget Officer is entitled to be paid:

(2) remuneration in accordance with the Statutory and QOther Offices
Remuneration Act 1975, and s

(b) such travelling and subsistence allowances as the Presiding Officers may
from time to time determine.

11 E.ntployment of staff and consultants—Parliamentary Budget Office

(1) Parliamentary staff may be employed by the Presiding Officers to assist
the Parhamentary Budget Officer to exercise his or her funetlons Those
staff comprxse the Parliamentary Budget Office.

(2) The members of staff of the-Parliamentary Budget Office are under the
 joint control of the Presiding Officers.

(3) However, directions to the members of that staff in relation to the exercise
of the functions of the Parliamentary Budget Officer may only be given by:

(a) the Parliamentary Budget Officer, or -

(b) another member of staff of the Parliamentary Bttdget Ofﬁee
authorised to do so by the Parliamentary Budget Officer.

(4) The Parliamentary Budget Officer may engage consultants to assist the
Officer in the exercise of his or her functions.

(5) Any such consultant is taken,' for the purposes of this'Act, to be a member
of staff of the Parliamentary Budget Office.

Part 3 Functions

12 Functions relating to"- costings of election promises

The Parliamentary Budget Officer has the functions conferred by or under Part 4 in
. respect of the preparalion of election policy costings.

13 Functions relating to advice etc to members of Parliament

(1) The Parliamentary Budget Officer may also, at the request of any member
of Parliament:

(a) prepare a costing of a proposed policy of the member of
Parliament, and

(b) provide any analysis, advice or bneﬁng of a technical nature on
financial, fiscal and economic matters (including in relation to
the costing of proposals included in the State budget).

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/fullhtml/inforce/act-’r83-!-2010+cd+0+N‘? | 13/12/2010
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(2) The Parliamentary Budget Officer is to inform a member of Parliament
who makes a request under this section if the Officer is unable to provide
the costing or information requested and provide the reasons why the
costing or information cannot be provided.

(3) If the Parliamentary Budget Officer needs more information for the |
purpose of responding to a request under this section, the Officer may ask
the member of Parliament who made the  request to prov1de that
information in writing.

(4) The functions of the Par11amentary Budget Officer under this section do
not extend to:

(a) providing any analysis, advice or briefing to committees of
-Parliament, or

(b) developing pohcy proposals on behalf of members of
Parliament.

14 Operational plan

(1) The Parliamentary Budget Officer must p1epa1e an operatmnal plan that
includes the following: : ,

(a) the objectives of the Officer in exercising his or her functions
and a broad outline of the strategies of the Officer to achieve
those obj| ectlves

(b) a schedule of the activities that the Ofﬁcer proposes to |
undertake.

~ (2) The operational plan must be prepared as soon-as practicable after the
_commencement of this Part and after each State general eleetlon

(3) The Parliamentary Budget Officer must provide a draft of the operanonal '
plan to the Presiding Officers.

(4) The Presiding Officers are to approve the draft plan or request the
Parliamentary Budget Officer to make changes to the draft plan and submit
the revised plan to the Pre31d1ng Officers for approval.

(5) The Parliamentary Budget Officer may, with the approval of the Pres1d1ng
Officers, vary an approved operational plan at any time.

(6) The approved operational plan, and any approved variation of the plan, are
required to be tabled in each House of Parhament by the Pres1d1ng Officer
of that House. :

(7) The Parhamentary Budget Officer must take the operatlonal plan into
account in the exercise of his or her functions.

15 Report of the Parliamentary Budget Officer to designated parllamentary
committees and momtonng by committees

(1) The Presiding Officers are to designate-a committee of the Legislative
Assembly and a committee of the Legislative Council to which the
- Parliamentary Budget Officer is to report under this section.

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.aw/fullhtml/inforce/act+83+2010+cd+0+N? _ 13/12/2010
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(2) The Parliamentary Budget Officer is to furnish an annual report to both
“designated committees, together with a copy of the current operational
plan-of the Parliamentary Budget Officer.

(3) The report is to relate to the activities of the Parliamentary Budget Ofﬁcer
during the reporting period.

(4) The report may include such recommendations in respect of the future
activities of the Parliamentary Budget Officer and operational
arrangements as he or she thinks appropriate.

(5) The designated committees may monitor and review the operations of the
Parliamentary Budget Officer and report to their respective House of
Parliament on any matter relating to that Officer.

16 Parliamentary Budget Officer to have access to Government agencies

(1) The Parliamentary Budget Officer may, at any time, make a request for
information from the head of any Government agency to assist the Officer
in the preparation of a costing of an election or other policy under this Act.

(2) The head of the Government agency must respond to such a request
. within 10 business days or such other period as is agreed between the head
of the agency and the Parliamentary Budget Officer.

(3) The head of the Government agency is not required to prov1de information
in response to such a request if there is an overriding public interest against
-the disclosure of the information for the purposes of the Government
Information (Public Access) Act 2009 or if access to the information would
otherwise be denied under that Act. The head of the agency is to inform
the Parliamentary Budget Officer of the reason for not providing the
information.

(4) The head of the Government agency must not disclose any information or
document provided to him or her for the purposes of a request for
_information from the Parliamentary Budget Officer under this section
except to a member of staff of the agency.

Maximum penalty (subsection (4)): 50 penalty units.

17 Confldentlallty of information or documents relatmg to election policy and
other costings

(1) This section applies to any of the following information and documents:

(a) information or documents provided to the Parliamentary Budget
Officer by a parliamentary leader (or on his or her behalf) for the
purposes of an election policy costing under Part 4,

. (b) information or documents provided to the Parliamentary Budget
Officer by a member of Parliament (or on his or her behalf) for
the purposes of a costing under this Part of any policy of the
member,

(¢) information or documents prepared by the Parliamentary Budget
Officer for the purposes of amny such costing.

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.aw/fullhtml/inforce/act+83+2010+cd+0+N? 13/12/2010
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(2) The Parliamentary Budget Officer, or any member of staff of the
Parliamentary Budget Office, must not disclose any such information or
- document except:

(a) in the case of an election costing request by a parliamentary
leader—to that leader, or

(b) in the case of any other costing request by a member of
Parliament—to that member, or

(¢) in any case—to another member of staff of the Parliamentary
Budget Office.

Maximum penalty: 50 penalty units.

(3) This section does not apply to any information or document:

(a). if the information or document relates to an election policy
costing or election costing request that the Parliamentary Budget
Officer is authorised or required to publicly release by this Act,

. or : :

(b) if the information or document has already been lawfully =
published, or

(c) if the person disclosing the information or document became -
aware of the information or obtained the document otherwise

- than in the course of an election pohcy or other costmg under .
this Act '

Part 4 Election policy costings
Division 1 Requests for election policy costings

18 Request for election policy cOst_ing_s' by parliamentary‘leaders o

(1) A parliamentary leader may, in accordance with this Part, request the
Parliamentary Budget Officer to prepare costings of publicly announced or
proposed pohcles

(2) An election costing request may only be made in relation to policies that
are announced or proposed for implementation after the next State general
election.

3 A parliamentary leader may only make an election costmg request in
relation to a policy publicly announced or proposed by that leader.

(4) An election costing request may relate to proposed changes in expenditure
of revenue.

(5) An election costing request must:
(a) be in writing, and

~(b) outline fully each policy to be costed, giving all relevant details
for the purpose of costing the policy, and
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-(c) state the purpose or intention of the policy.

(6) For the purposes of this section, a policy is taken to be announced or
proposed by a parliamentary leader if it is announced or proposed by a
member of Parliament on behalf of the leader or of the party concerned.

19 Period during which election policy costings may be requested

(1) An election costing request may be made at any time during the period
before a State general election is due to be held, being the period
commencing on the day on which the last State budget before the election
is presented to Parliament (the pre-election period). ‘

~(2) For the purposes of the State general election due to be held on 26 March
2011, the pre-election period commences-on 25 January 2011.-

20 Withdrawal of election costing requests

(1) A parliamentary leader may, by notice in writing given to the
Parliamentary Budget Officer, withdraw any election costing request that
he or she has made.

'(2) An election costing request may be withdrawn at aﬁy time before the
election policy costing is provided to the parliamentary leader who made
. the request. D '

Division 2 Parliamentary Budget Officer to prepare costings of election policies

21 Parliamentary_Budget Officer to prepare coétings of election policies

(1) As soon as possible after receiving an election costing request, the
Parliamentary Budget Officer is to: ‘

(a) prepare a costing of the policy concerned, and

(b) provide the costing to the parliamentary leader who made the
request.

(2) The Parliamentary Budget Officer is to. inform a parliamentary leader who
makes an election costing request of any costing that the Officer is unable
to provide and of the reason that the costing cannot be provided. '

(3) ‘If the Parliamentary Budget Officer needs more information for the
purpose of costing a policy, the Officer may ask the parliamentary leader .
who made the election costing request to provide that information in
writing. ‘ '

(4) A parliamentary leader is required to notify the Parliamentary Budget
Officer of the public announcement by that leader of policies that have
been costed by the Officer. '

22 Public release of election policy costings

(1) A parliamentary leader may publicly release an election policy costing
provided to that leader by the Parliamentary Budget Officer.
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(2) The Parliamentary Budget Officer is required to publicly release an
election costing request and the election policy costing when the
parliamentary leader who requested the costing notifies the Officer that the
policy has been publicly announced.

(3) If'the Parliamentary Budget Officer considers that an election policy
costing provided by the Officer has been publicly misrepresented, the
Officer may issue a public statement to correct the misrepresentation.

23 Budget impact statements for all costed policies

(1) The Parliamentary Budget Ofﬁcer is to ptepare during the pre-election
period, a separate budget impact statement for the respective policies of
each parliamentary leader that have been costed under this Part.

(2) A budgeti 1mpact statement is to list the relevant costed policies and show:

(a) a summary of the assessed financial 1mpact of each costed
policy, and

(b) the total net financial impact of all the costed policies,

on the current yeat’s State budget and on the forward estimates for the
period to which the pre-electton half-yearly budget review relates. The
budget impact statement is also to show the impact of all the costed
policies on the State’s net financial liabilities. :

(3) The Parliamentary Budgét Officer is to provide, on the day that is the
fifteenth last day before the State general election is due to be held, a draft
budget impact statement to each parliamentary leader in relation to his or
her respecttve policies.

Note. For.the purposes of the State general election due to be held on 26
March 2011, the draft statements are to be provided on 11 March 2011.

(4) A parliamentary leader may, within 48 hours after being provided with a
draft budget impact statement, notify the Parliamentary Budget Officer in
writing of his or her final list of costed policies for 1nclus10n in-the budget

impact statement.

(5) The Parliamentary Budget Officer is to:

(a) revise the draft budget impact statements in accordance with any
such notification, and

(b) publicly release all the final budget i'mp‘act statements on the day
that is the fifth last day before the State general election is due to
be held. ‘

Note. For the purposes of the State general election due to be held on 26
March 2011, the final statements are to be released on.21 March 2011.

- (6) When the Parliamentary Budget Officer releases a budget impact
statement, the Officer is also required to publicly release election costing
requests and the election policy costings for all policies listed in the budget
impact statement.

Division 3 General election costing provisions
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24 Pre-election statement of uncdmmitted State funds

The Secretary of the Treasury is to publicly release, at the same time as the public
release of the pre-election half-yearly budget review, a staternent of the amount of
uncommitted funds that are available (within the revised estimates of recurrent and
capital expenditures) to meet any future expenditure commitments for the General
Government Sector for the period to which the review relates.

25 Parliamentary Budget Officer guidelines

The Parliamentary Budget Officer may issue guidelines for the purposes of the
making of election costing requests and the preparation of election policy costings
and budget impact statements under this Part.

26 Revision of election policy cos‘tings and budget impact statements to
correct any errors ' :

The Parliamentary Budget Officer may revise an election policy costing or budget
impact statement under this Part at any time after it is made to correct any error, and.
provide or release the revised costing or statement.

27 Nominee may act for parliamentary leader -

Any function of a pérhamentary leader under this Part may be exercised on his or
her behalf by a nominee of the leader, being a person nominated by the leader from
tlme to-time by notice in writing to the Parliamentary Budget Officer.

Part 5 Miscellaneous

28 Nature of proceedings for offences

- Proceedings for an offence under this Act may be dealt with summarily before the
. Local Court, : ‘

29 Regulations

(1) The Governor may make regulations, not inconsistent with this Act, for or
with respect to any matter that by this Act is required or permitted to be
-prescribed or that is necessary or convenient to be prescribed for carrying
out or giving effect to this Act.

(2) The regulations may contain provisions of a savings or transitional nature
consequent on the enactment of the following Acts:

this Act

(3) Any such provision may, if the regulations so provide, take effect from the
date of assent to the Act concerned or a later date.

(4) To the extent to which any such provision takes effect from a date that is
earlier than the date of its publication on the NSW legislation website, the
provision does not operate so as:
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(&) to affect, in a manner prejudicial to any person (other than the
State or an authority of the State), the rights of that person
existing before the date of its publication, or '

(b) to impose liabilities on any person (other than the State or an
“authority of the State) in respect of anything done or omitted to
_ be done before the date of its publication. '
30 Review of Act

(1) The Minister is to review this Act to determine whether the policy ‘
objectives of the Act remain valid and whether the terms of the Act remain
appropriate for securing those objectives.

(2) Thé review is to be undertaken as soon as possible after the period of 5
years from the date of assent to this Act.

(3) A report on the outcome of the review is to be tabled in each House of
Parliament within 12 months after the end of the period of 5 years.

31 Repea[ of Charter of Budget Honesty (Election Promlses Costmq) Act 2006
No 89

The Charter of Budget Honesty (Election Promises Costing) Act 2006 is repealed.

Schedule 1 Amendment of other Acts

1.1 Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 No 52

. Schedule 1 Information for which there is concluswe presumptlon of overrldmg
public interest against disclosure

Omit the matter relating to the Charter of Budget Honestv (Election Promzses
Costing) Act 2006 from clause I of the Schedule.

Insert instead after the matter relating to the Jury det 1977:

Parliamentary _-Budget  Officer Act  2010—section - 17
(Confidentiality of information or documents relating fo
election policy and other costings)

1.2
~ (Repealed)

‘Historical notes '

The followmg abbreviations are. used in the Historical notes:

Am amended : LW legislation web51te _ Sch : Schedule
cl clause No number . Schs Schedules
Cll clauses p page Sec section
Div Division ' PP pages Secs sections
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OFFICEAL NOTICES

3 December 2010

SAFER COMMUNITY COMPACT
Order

I, the Honourable John Hatzistergos Attorney General of
the State of New South Wales, in pursuance of section 39
(1) of the Children (Protection and Parental Responsibility)
Act 1997, do, by this my Order, approve Campbelliown City
Council’s Crime Prevention Plan 2009 - 2012 as a Safer
Community Compact for the purposes of Division 3 of Part
4 of that Act.

This Order takes effect on 5 November 2010 and remains
in foree until 4 November 2013.

Signed at Sydney, this 5th day of November 2019,

JOHN HATZISTERGOS, M.L.C.,
Attorney General

STATUTORY AND OTHER OF FICES
REMUNERATION ACT 1975

Report and Determination pursuant to section 14
of the Act

REPORT:

1. On 16 November 2010, the Minister for Public Sector
Reform, the Hon Paul Lynch MP, directed the Statutory
and Other Offices Remuneration Tribunal (the Tribunal),
pursuant to section 14(1) of the Statutory and Other
Offices Remuneration Act 1975 {(SOOR Act), to make a
determination concerning the remuneration to be paid to
the Parliamentary Budget Officer.

2. For remuneration purposes the office of Parliamentary
Budget Officer is listed in Schedule 2 of the SOOR Act.
The Tribunal has not previously made a determination on
the remuneration payable for this office.

3. The office of Parliamentary Budget Officer is constituted
under the Parliamentary Budget Officer Act 2010. Various
functions are conferred on the Parliamentary Budget
Officer. Most notably, the Parliamentary Budget Officer
will provide independent costings of election promises
(including a budget impact statement) and, outside
pre-election periods, independent costings of proposed
policies of Members of Parliament,

4. The Parliamentary Budget Officer will be accountable
to the Parliament through the Presiding Officers and
will have an ongoing role in providing independent
economic and financial analysis and advice to members
of Parliament on a range of matters such as the costing
of bills introduced to Parliament and economic briefs on
important public policy issues.

5. The Parliamentary Budget Officer will head a team of
approximately 12-16 staff most of whom will be highly
skilled economists or financial professionals. Establishing
the Parliamentary Budget Office will be the first and most
urgent challenge of'the position. The Parliamentary Budget
Office isa stand alone unit within the Legislature and as such
will develop and pursue its own operational plan,

6. As noted above a key feature of this office is that it is
directly accountabie to the Parliament, rather than to
the Executive arm of Government, An independent job
evaluation process has found that the position should be
remunerated within the SES Level 5 Band ie $241 251 -
$278,350. Because Schedule 2 offices’ remuneration is
expressed as a fixed amount, the Tribunal in determining
the remuneration for this newly created position has had
regard to the job evaluation outcome.

7. After considering the role and responsibilities of the
position, the Tribunal considers that the remuneration
of the Parliamentary Budget Officer should be set at
$261,552 and so determines,

8. The amount determined is a salary only. Should the
office holder wish to avail themselves of remuneration
packaging it would be necessary for him/her to make an
application pursuant to Section 11A of the Act,

DETERMINATION:

Pursuant to sectionl4 of the Statutory and Other Offices
Remuneration Act 1975 the Tribunal determines that the
office of Parliamentary Budget Officer shall receive a salary
of $261,552 per annum,

ALEX SMITH,
Statutory and Other Offices
Remuneration Tribunal

NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT GAZETTE No. 131



