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Foreword 

 

 

 

This report is the result of the second general review by the Joint Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade of annual reports from the 
government agencies within its area of interest. 

Traditionally, Senate committees, not Joint or House committees, have conducted 
general annual report reviews. The annual reports from the Foreign Affairs and 
Trade portfolio were originally reviewed for two main reasons: 

� first, to make an active contribution to the processes by which the 
Parliament holds the Executive and its agencies to account; and  

� second, to seek status reports on various policy and operational issues 
outlined in the annual reports. 

For this review, however, the Committee decided to focus on the performance of 
agencies in delivering outcomes rather than subject matters of interest. The 
Committee also decided that the reviews should concentrate on a limited number 
of issues rather than the broad sweep approach used the previous year. 

The Foreign Affairs Sub-Committee, the Trade Sub-Committee and the Human 
Rights Sub-Committee each conducted their own reviews relevant to their areas of 
interest. This report presents each of these reviews as individual chapters. Three 
public hearings were held in the course of the review, one by each of the Sub-
Committees. A broad range of issues were canvassed at these hearings. 
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Not only has the review contributed to the accountability process, it has allowed 
us to consider issues which may warrant closer examination by way of specific 
inquiries. 

 

 

 

Senator Alan Ferguson  Hon David Jull MP  Mr Bruce Baird MP Senator Marise Payne 
Committee Chair Chair Chair Chair 
 Foreign Affairs  

Sub-Committee  
Trade Sub-Committee Human Rights 

Sub-Committee 

 

Please note: All currency figures used in this report are in AUD$ unless 
otherwise stated. 
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