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Question:1

Topic: Dollar valueoffood imports

HansardPage:FADT 39

Mr Baird asked:

[In responseto acommentfrom Mr Stuart that therehasbeena 70%growthin thedollar
valueof food importsfrom NewZealandsince1999,] is that presentvaluetermsor actual?

Answer:

The Departmentof Agriculture,FisheriesandForestry,thesourceofthefiguresquoted,
advisethat this is basedon theactualvaluefor thereferencedyearsandnot in presentvalue
terms.

Clearedby: Ms CarolynSmith
A/g First AssistantSecretary
PopulationHealthDivision
July 2006
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Question:2

Topic: Doctorregistration
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Mr CameronThompsonasked:

a) Whatis theflow of doctorsbetweenthecountries(AustraliaandNZ)?
b) Are therean awfiul lot ofNZ doctorscomingto Australia,or theotherwayaround?
c) I wasinterestedin thequestionoftheir registrationandtherequirementfor themto

passtheAustralianMedical Council examinations.Are you ableto dealwith that?

Answer:

a) This questionshouldbereferredto theDepartmentofImmigrationandMulticultural
Affairs, which is theDepartmentthatmonitorssuchflows.

b) The Departmentdoesnot haveinformationon thenumberofNZ doctorsworkingin
salariedpositionsin thepublic hospitalsystem.

TheDepartmentcollectstwo typesofinformationon NZ doctors.

1. Doctorswho obtainedtheirprimarymedicalqualificationataNZ medicalschool
andwho areaccessingtheMedicareBenefitsSchemein Australia.

Accordingto Medicareclaim data,in 2004-05therewereapproximately1,072
doctors,from a total of46,717doctors,whohadachievedtheirprimarymedical
qualificationsfrom aNZ medicalschool.
[Thisis point in time data,anddoesnot distinguishbetweentheNZ doctorswho
havelived in Australiafor decades,andtheNZ doctorswhoonly workedin
Australiain that financialyear. This dataalsodoesnot distinguishbetweenNZ
doctorswho arerestrictedto work in districtsof workforceshortage(s 1 9AB of
theHealth InsuranceAct1973)and NZ doctorswho do not haveanyprovider
numberrestrictions.]

2. Restricteddoctorswho currentlyhold a providernumber.

Overseastraineddoctorswishingto accessMedicarearerestrictedundersection
19AB of theHealth InsuranceAct1973 (theAct) to working in adistrict of
workforceshortage.In this context,thesearedescribedas“restricteddoctors
As at 30 June2006,489 NZ restricteddoctors(temporaryresidentonly) currently



hold a valid Medicareprovidernumber. This doesnot includeNZ doctorswho
arerestrictedandhavebecomepermanentresidentsor citizens. This datadoesnot
distinguishbetweenthosewho obtainedtheirprimarymedicalqualification in NZ
andthosewhoobtainedthis from anothercountry (otherthanAustralia). As at
30 June2006, therewasatotal of 3,385 overseastraineddoctors(permanentand
temporaryresident)who currentlyhold avalid Medicareprovidernumber.

Forfurther informationon thenumberof NZ doctorswho havemovedto
Australiato work, includingpublic sectorsalarieddoctors,you shouldcontactthe
DepartmentofImmigrationandMulticultural Affairs andtheStateandTerritory
medicalboards.

c) It is importantto notethat:

• Medical practitionersareregisteredby StateandTerritorymedicalregistration
boards.

• Overseastraineddoctorswhoseprimarymedicalqualificationsarenot recognised
in Australiacanonlygaineligibility for generalregistrationif theypasstheAMC
examination,areawardedtheAustralianMedical Council (AMC) Certificate,and
completeaperiodof supervisedtraining approvedby a StateorTerritory Medical
Board;and

• Overseastrainedspecialistswhoseprimarymedicalqualificationsarenot
recognisedin Australiamusthavetheirtraining andqualificationsassessed
throughtheAMC/SpecialistMedical Collegeassessmentproceduresandhave
gainedrecognitionasa specialistpractitionerby therelevantCollegebeforebeing
eligible to applyto aStateorTerritory MedicalBoardfor conditionalregistration
to practisein thefield ofspecialisationin which theyhavebeenrecognised.

A graduateofamedicalcourseaccreditedby theAMC is eligible for registrationasa
medicalpractitionerin any StateorTerritoryofAustralia. By assessingthemedical
schools,theAMC is ableto assurethemedicalregistrationboardsthat amedical
school’seducationalprogramsatisfiesagreednationalguidelinesfor basicmedical
education.As well asassessingtheAustralianmedicalschools,theAMC assesses
NewZealandmedicalschoolsfor thepurposesofregistrationoftheir graduatesin
Australia.TheMedical CouncilofNewZealandusestheAMC accreditationreports
on theAustralianandNewZealandmedicalschoolsto assistit to decideon the
recognitionof thegraduatesofthoseschoolsin NewZealand.

Theover-ridingrequirementof AMC accreditationis thatmedicalschoolsproduce
medicalpractitionerswho aresafeandcompetentto practiseasinternsunder
supervisionandwho havean adequatebasisto undertakefurthervocationaltraining.

Clearedby: Ms MargaretLyons
First AssistantSecretary
HealthServicesImprovementDivision
July 2006
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Question:3

Topic: NZ illicit drugmonitoringsystem
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SenatorPayneasked:

In termsoftheNewZealandillicit drugmonitoringsystem,which yoursubmissionindicates
theNationalDrugandAlcohol ResearchCentrehasbeeninvolved with, how hasthat
evaluationbeencarriedout? Whatis theresultof theevaluation?Havetheymadechanges
to thewaytheyruntheirsystem?

Answer:

TheNationalDrug andAlcohol ResearchCentresuccessfullytenderedto undertakethe
evaluationoftheNewZealandillicit drugmonitoringsystem(IDMS) which is fundedby the
New ZealandPolice. Theevaluationinvolved areviewof theIDMS reportsandbriefingsto
ascertainthe appropriatenessofthemethodologyusedin theDM5. Interviewswith key
expertsfrom law enforcement,health,policy andresearchbackgrounds,includinguniversity
researchdepartments,governmentagenciesanddrughealthserviceswerealsocentralto the
evaluation.

Resultsoftheevaluationhavebeenprovidedto theNew ZealandPolicebut arenotpublicly
available. Questionson theresultsandimpacton theIDMS would needto bedirectedto the
New ZealandPolice.

Clearedby: Ms CarolynSmith
A/g First AssistantSecretary
PopulationHealthDivision
July 2006


