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Introduction

TheAustraliaMalaysiaBusinessCouncilSouthAustraliaIncorporated(AMBC SA me) is oneof four

chaptersofthe (national)AustraliaMalaysiaBusinessCouncil. The pu~oseof the AMBC SA isto “Seek to

fosterfriendshipandunderstandingbetweenthebusinesscommunitiesof SouthAustraliaandMalaysiaand

to promotetechnicalco-operation,trade,investmentandtourismbetweenthetwo regions”— in association

with thenationalCouncil.

Giventhatthepurposeofthe NationalandSAbody AMBC is not purelyeconomic,this submissionis not

limited to economicandtradematters,as outlinedin theteimof referenceof the Inquiry into Australia’s

relationshipwith Malaysia.

The AMBC SA and its activities

Establishedin 1994,theAMBC(SA) hasbeenactivelypursuingits purposesinceinception.It is servedan

ExecutiveCommitteeconsistingof membersfrom thebusiness,governmentandeducationsectors.The

currentPresidentProfessorHockLim Tan,Professorof PaediatricSurgery,Universityof Adelaideis alsoan

executivememberof the AustraliaMalaysiaInstitute(AMI) createdby TheHonMinisterof ForeignAffairs,

Mr AlexanderDowner.

TheCouncilhastakenpart in severaltrademissionsto Malaysiawith participantsfrom a diverserangeof

sectorsincludinghealth,education,defence,investmentservices,food, wine, andIT. Thesemissionshave

broughtexportsalesandinboundinvestmentreturnsestimatedat in excessof $25M.

ThoughProfessorTan, AMBC SA hasalsoestablishedlinks betweentheMalaysianMinistry of Healthand

SouthAustralia,culminatingin thesigningof aletterof intentbetweentheWomen’s& Children’sHospital

andtheMalaysianFederalGovernment,at aifinction witnessedby theMalaysianPrimeMinisterduringhis

visit to Sydneylast in 2005.

Already in thepastsix years,theWomens& Childrens’sHospital in Adelaidehassuccessfullytrained

severalyoungMalaysianspecialists,andanagreementis beingdraftedto formalisethecontinuingexchange
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of MalaysianandAustralianspecialists,Theselinkagesbuilt havegrown from strengthto strength. Oneof

thehighlightsthisyearwill theinvitation to ProfessorTanto addresstheAPEC forumon international

exchangeof healthserviceswithin theAPEC economies.

The Australia Malaysia relationship

At its very essence,Australia’sstrongrelationshipwithMalaysia,hasbeenbuilt on a longhistory of strong

educationallinks which hasresultedin manyAustraliantrainedMalaysiansoccupyingprominentpositions

in everyaspectof Malaysianlife. In thesameway, therearenowprominentMalaysiansworking living in

Australiaoccupyingprominentpositionsin Australia.

The AMBC SA seesits rolenot only in promotingtradebut developingprofessionallinkagesandmutual

professionalrecognitionbetweenAustraliaandMalaysia.The increasedglobalisationof professional

serviceswill inevitablyresultin muchcloserprofessionallinkagesdevelopingandit is necessaryto look at

the factorswhichmayinfluencethis.

Muchcanbe gainedby easingandfacilitatingtherecognitionandexchangeofprofessionsserviceswhether

it be lawyers,architectsor doctors.Therewill alwaysbe areasof expertiseavailablein onecountrywhich

maynot availablein theotherandviceversa,andtheability for eachcountryto facilitatethe sharingof these

expertsismutuallybeneficial.

Contraryto popularbelief,the AMBC (SA) does not believethat freeingthis sectorwill resultin huge

influx of professionssettingup businessesto competewith locals. It hasnot happenedin theEU, certainly

not with medicalservicesandwill not happenbetweenMalaysiaandAustralia. At themoment,it is not

possiblefor top legalexpertor medicalspecialistto registereitherin Malaysiaor Australiawithout going

throughalong protractedprocess.

The pointswewishto makeare:

1.

2.

Both countriesneedto recognisetheneedto introduceenablinglegislationto enablesome

mutualrecognitionof selectedprofessionalsandprofessionalservices.

TheAMBC (SA) recognisethatthis isacomplexissue,astheprofessionalrecognitionin both

countriesfalls on thejurisdictionof professionalbodies,but theprofessionalbodieswill often

hidebehindthe legislationto protecttheir stance.It is often “turf’ that impacton decisions

madeby professionalbodies.
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Not withstandingthis,therearerestrictivelegislationin bothcountriesthatpreventor severely

restricttheseprofessionalexchanges.Both countriesshouldthereforebelookingatdeveloping

enablinglegislationegremovingtherequirementfor medicalspecialiststo work for 3 years

beforetheycanberegisteredin Malaysia.

in reality, theworld is fast movingtowardsbeingalargeglobal villagewhereprofessionalsacrossthe

world maybeableto contributetheir expertiseseamlessly.Howeverthis canonly beachieved,if they

areenabledto providetheseservices,andthereshouldthereforebemorefocuson this matteratETA and

JTC negotiations.

ProfI-IL Tan

PresidentAMBC (SA)

Professorof PaediatricSurgery

The University of’Adelaide
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