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DearDr Kerley

Inquiry into Australia’srelationshipwith Indiaas anemergingworld
power

TheGroup ofEight(GoS)welcomestheopportunityto makeasubmission
to this inquiry.

TheGoSrecognisesthe importanceto Australiaof India’s burgeoning
services-basedeconomyandrapidly expandingmiddle class.Thereis
considerablestrategicactivityoccurringacrosstheGaSaimedat increasing
levelsof engagementwith India. Recentexamplesinclude:

TheparticipationofGoB Chair,ProfessorGlyri Davis, in thePrime
Minister’s three-daydelegationtoIndia in March 2006.
MonashUniversity’s agreementwith the Indian Instituteof
TechnologyBombay(11TH)to establishthe first joint institutionfor
researchandresearchtrainingin areasof mutualinterestto India
andAustralia. Thiscollaborationwill create in Bombaya centreof
excellencein cleanenergy,water,biotechnology,mineral
explorationandcomputersimulation.Thecenfreis expectedto
enrol about500doctoralstudents.
A Memorandumof UnderstandingbetweenTheUniversityofNew
SouthWalesandthe IndianInstituteof TechnologyBombay(11Th)
to encourageresearchcollaborationin theareasof scienceand
engineering.UNSWalsohasco-operationagreementswith
JawaharlalNehru University,the Universityof Nine, the Indian
Instituteof Management(Bangalore),theMadrasSchoolof Social
Work andthe Birla Institute of TechnologyandScience(Pilani).
The Universityof Adelaidehasanafficu1at~onagreementwith the
GlobalAcademyof Technologyin Bangaloreandwilt hosta
workshopon waterresearchin 2007for academicsandresearchers
from all Indian fiTs.

• OngoingandregularcollaborationbetweentheGoS Deansof
Engineeringandthe Indian InstitutesofTechnology(11Th>

• A joint GaS-UTRoorkeeworkshopin India in 2007on
computationalfluid dynamicstechniques,a fleid inwhich both
AustraliaandIndiaarerecognisedworld leaders.
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Considerableeffortsarebeingmadeto increasethenumberof Indianstudentsenrolledat(3o8
universitiesastheycurrentlyaccountfora relativelysmallproportionof total internationalstudent
numbers(4%).

Howeverthe0o8 believesthatAustraliais failing to attractthehighestquality studentsfrom India,
particularlyattheundergraduateandresearchlevels.

The largemajorityof Indianhighereducationstudentsin Australiaareundertakingshortcoursework
mastersprograms.particularlyin accountingandinformationtechnology.Themostrapid growth in
numbersfromIndia is occurringin theVocationalTrainingandEducation(VTE) sector,which
experienceda 145%increasebetween2005 and2006.

A worryingperceptionof Australianeducationin India is asaproviderof cheapratherthanhighquality
courses.Thisperceptwniscompoundedbyte largenumberof Indianstudentswho clearlychoose
Australiaas a studydestinationin orderto gainpermanentresidency.Three-quartersof Indianstudents
who completeuniversitycoursesin Australiaapplyandreceivepermanentresidencyvisas.2

Most Indianstudentsatthe undergraduateandresearchlevelsshowaclearpreferencefor theUSA and
the UK as studydestinations,largelydueto theexistenceof generousscholarships.Indianstudents
representonly 4%of the total internationalundergraduatemarketinAustraliaand7.5%of international
researchstudents.

The (1o8believesthatthe AustralianGovernmentcanplay apositiverole in addressingthis imbalance.
Justasthe ColomboPlanlaidthe foundationsfor Australia’spolitical engagementwith theAsian
region in the I 950sand 1960s,theGaSbelievestheAustralianGovernmentshouldconsiderthemerits
of initiating aseriesof scholarshipsfor outstandingundergraduateandresearchstudentsfrom India
over coming years.

Yourssincerely

Virginia Walsh
ExecutiveDirector
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Buas,Michael, “StudentsotMigrarion:IndianOverseasStudentsandtheQuestionof PermanentResidency”,People

andPlaceJournal,Volume 14, Issue1 (2006)MonashUniversity.
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