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Foreword 

 

 

 

From its early days, the Human Rights Sub-Committee, of the Joint Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade, has played a direct role in 
promoting human rights education. 

Good human rights education is a key to ensuring that the concept of human 
rights underpins our legislative framework, our social policies and the way we 
think about others and ourselves. 

The protection of human rights depends on them being accepted, observed and 
protected by each and every member of our society.  This requires that people are 
educated and informed about human rights principles, the relevant international 
human rights instruments, and the impact of human rights on their daily lives. 

Similarly, it is increasingly recognised that the way a society is governed has a 
direct correlation to the success of social, political and economic development, 
including the protection and promotion of human rights.  Examples of the failure 
of governance, and consequent human rights abuse, can be seen around the world. 

Australia is involved in human rights and good governance education across a 
broad spectrum of activities. As one of the world's oldest democracies, and 
arguably as one of its most successful, Australia is in a strong position to make a 
contribution to the promotion and protection of human rights and the 
development of good governance in the Asia Pacific region through its efforts in 
human rights and good governance education. 
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The decade 1995-2004 was designated as the United Nations Decade for Human 
Rights Education. As a contribution to achieving the goals of the Decade, and to 
address the increasing recognition of the importance of good governance to 
development and the promotion and protection of human rights, the Committee 
decided to review and take stock of Australia’s contribution, not only to the 
Decade, but in the broad promotion of human rights and good governance in the 
region. This is the report of that inquiry. 
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Terms of reference 

 

The decade 1995-2004 has been designated as the United Nations Decade for 
Human Rights Education. As a contribution to achieving the goals of the decade, 
the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade will examine 
and report on human rights and good governance education in the Asia Pacific 
region. 

The Committee will examine: 

� the role of human rights and good governance education in the 
promotion of fair and sustainable social, political and economic 
development; 

� Australia's involvement in human rights and good governance 
education in the Asia Pacific region identifying achievements and 
obstacles to further progress; 

� the involvement of the UN and other international and regional 
government and non-government organisations in promoting human 
rights education and good governance in the Asia Pacific region; and 

� progress made in the Asia Pacific region towards the realisation of the 
goals of the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education. 
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List of recommendations 

 

 

Recommendation 1 

That the National Committee for Human Rights Education undertake a 
baseline survey of human rights attitudes and understanding in 
Australia, as indicated in its mission statement and in the guidelines for 
the Decade for Human Rights Education 

Recommendation 2 

The Committee recommends that human rights education be 
incorporated into all levels of civics and citizenship education initiatives 

Recommendation 3 

The Committee recommends that the Minister for Education, in 
collaboration with state and territory Ministers on the Ministerial Council 
on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs, develop a 
coherent and consistent approach to human rights education, and to 
providing human rights education with a formal role in the education 
system. 

Recommendation 4 

The Committee recommends that the Department of Defence ensure that 
pre-deployment training includes a specific human rights education 
programme, focusing on international human rights law. 

Recommendation 5 

That human rights education be provided to all Commonwealth public 
sector employees, particularly those whose work is affected by 
International Human Rights agreements. 

Recommendation 6 

The Committee recommends that the NCHRE convene a forum 
specifically focusing on human rights education in the workplace. 
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Recommendation 7 

That Committee recommends that funding be provided to the NCHRE to 
work with professional bodies and tertiary schools of communication to: 

� develop and implement a specific human rights awareness 
programme for the media; and 

� incorporate human rights into the core curriculum of journalism 
and media courses taught at tertiary schools of communication. 

Recommendation 8 

That AusAID, in its provision of aid both directly and though 
contractors, provides an increased focus on institutional strengthening 
and capacity building of regional human rights education organisations, 
particularly in regard to basic infrastructure. 

Recommendation 9 

That AusAID quantify the current level of human rights and good 
governance education training for government officials and NGO 
representatives, and increase efforts to provide training in this area. 

Recommendation 10 

That AusAID ensures that access to culturally and socially relevant basic 
education is integrated and prioritised throughout its governance 
programme. 

Recommendation 11 

That AusAID actively promote the inclusion of human rights and good 
governance education in the work done by NGOs, and that AusAID 
review the criteria by which NGOs access funding available specifically 
for human rights and good governance education. 

Recommendation 12 

That non-government organisations directly engaged in human rights 
and good governance education be considered as deductible gift 
recipients (DGRs) so that they can receive income tax deductible gifts. 

Recommendation 13 

The Committee recommends that the services of Radio Australia be more 
extensively utilised by the Government to support human rights and 
good governance education efforts in the region. 

Recommendation 14 

That AusAID review its definition of ‘good governance’ to include a 
reference to the role of the media. 
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Recommendation 15 

That Committee recommends that the Pacific Media Initiative be 
expanded to include media professionals from countries in East Asia, 
including East Timor. 

Recommendation 16 

That human rights and governance education be clearly identified as a 
key component and outcome in the strategies and objectives of AusAID’s 
governance programmes and projects. 

Recommendation 17 

The Committee recommends that AusAID enter into a three-year funding 
commitment with the APF, to enable the APF secretariat to undertake 
effectively its future development, management and planning needs. 

Recommendation 18 

In line with the National Action Plan, the Committee recommends that 
Australia continues efforts to promote and assist in the establishment of 
national human rights institutions in the region as the most effective way 
to meet the objective of a regional human rights instrument and 
associated mechanisms. 

Recommendation 19 

The Committee recommends that, through the Asia Pacific Forum of 
National Human Rights Institutions, Australia works towards 
developing consensus on definitions of human rights and good 
governance with the aim of promoting the development of a regional 
human rights education agreement. 

Recommendation 20 

That the Government consider providing the National Committee for 
Human Rights Education with base funding, adequate to establish a 
modest full-time secretariat and fulfil the 1998 work-plan, on the basis of 
production of appropriate budgetary and appointment guidelines. 

Recommendation 21 

That the development of a discrete National Plan of Action for Human 
Rights Education be a priority for government, HREOC and NCHRE and 
that adequate funding be made available for this task. 
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Recommendation 22 

That a National Policy Consultation, involving Federal and State 
government and civil society, be convened by HREOC and supported by 
the Attorney General’s department. The consultation should be centred 
the issue of education, and aim for agreement on goals, strategies and 
responsibilities to advance human rights education in Australia and the 
region. 

Recommendation 23 

That the Australian government call for the United Nations  to conduct a 
rigorous evaluation of the effectiveness of achievements of the United 
Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-2004) at the earliest 
possibility. This evaluation should be conducted prior to further 
discussion on an additional Decade 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


