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We support human rights dialogue as a means for advancing human
rights internationally.

We regard human rights dialogue as only one of the avenues for
advancing human rights. Other approaches, such as international
monitoring through United Nations bodies, are equally if not more
effective.

We urge Australia to ensure its commitment to the human rights
dialogue process does not result in the preclusion of the option of
pursuing UN resolutions on human rights or the use of other
mechanisms.

We are concerned that human rights dialogue may become an end in
itself. Human rights dialogue is the means to an end; it should be
results oriented to ensure real progress in the observation of
international human rights standards.

We believe that transparency and accountability are generally
desirable in human rights matters and both are necessary in the
human rights dialogue process.

We recommend that the human rights dialogue process be more
accountable to parliamentary agencies, such as the Human Rights
Sub-Committee of the Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Defence and Trade.

We believe that civil society, including non-government organisations
(NGOs), has a positive role to play in the human rights dialogue
process. The involvement of independent NGOs would bring greater
transparency and credibility to the process and lead to more effective
outcomes.

We see a need for clear reporting on human rights dialogues, with
particular attention to the outcomes. All interested parties should
have access to such reports.

We recommend the establishment of clear and measurable
benchmarks for all human rights dialogues to ensure the most
effective outcomes.

We believe that the human rights dialogue process should specifically
address the rights of women, children and minorities.
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Endorsing Organisations

AID/WATCH

Amnesty International Australia

Association of Women Educators Inc

Australia Tibet Council

Australian Baha'i Community

Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office

Australian Council for International Development

Catholic Commission for Justice, Development and Peace, Archdiocese of
Melbourne

Australian Council of Trade Unions

Australian Lawyers for Human Rights

Australian Federation of University Women

Executive Council of Australian Jewry

Federation of Ethnic Communities’ Councils of Australia

Human Rights Council

Migrant Women'’s Lobby Group of South Australia

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services Secretariat

National Association of Community Legal Centres

National Council of Churches in Australia

National Council of Single Mothers and their Children

National Council of Women of Australia Inc Ltd

Oxfam Community Aid Abroad

Plan Australia

Quaker Service Australia

Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA

United Nations Association of Australia Status of Women Network

United Nations Youth Association (Australia)

Victorian Immigrant and Refugee Women's Coalition

Vietnamese Community in Australia

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom Australian Section

YWCA of Australia



