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Chairman’s Foreword

Australia and New Zealand have a long and valued history and, as a result, a
mutual desire to strengthen wherever possible our social, trade, defence and
security interests. The Parliaments of both countries recognise the merit in
building on our already strong relationship by having an annual exchange of
parliamentary committees.

During the period 6-11 April 2003 the Defence Sub-Committee of the Joint
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade visited New Zealand
as part of the 2003 parliamentary committee exchange program.

The first objective of the visit was to meet with New Zealand parliamentarians to
share ideas and build and enhance relationships between the two Parliaments.
This objective was fulfilled through a series of high level meetings with the
Speaker of the New Zealand Parliament, the Hon Jonathan Hunt, MP, the Leader
of the Opposition, the Hon Bill English, MP, the Minister of Defence, the
Hon Mark Burton, MP, and members of the New Zealand Foreign Affairs, Defence
and Trade Select Committee.

The second objective of the visit ties in with the sub-committee’s current inquiry
into Australia’s maritime strategy. The majority of meetings during the four day
visit were with New Zealand Defence personnel who provided briefings on key
developments and initiatives in New Zealand Defence policy and capability.
These meetings were constructive and provided an alternative perspective to some
of the issues that are currently being examined by the sub-committee as part of its
inquiry into Australia’s maritime strategy.

In conclusion, and on behalf of the Committee, | would like to thank the range of
groups and individuals with whom we met with in New Zealand. They welcomed
us and provided excellent briefings on New Zealand’s Defence policy and
capability. Their support and cooperation ensured that this was a productive and
beneficial parliamentary committee exchange.

Hon Bruce Scott, MP
Chair Defence Sub-Committee
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Maritime Strategy
terms of reference

The primary priority for the Australian Defence Force (ADF), identified in the White Paper Defence
2000, is 'to defend Australia from any credible attack, without relying on help from the combat
forces of any other country"'.

The key to defending Australia is ‘to control the air and sea approaches to our continent, so as to
deny them to hostile ships and aircraft, and provide maximum freedom of action for our forces'.
For this purpose Australia relies on a '‘fundamentally maritime strategy'. To successfully apply a
maritime strategy the Australian Defence Organisation (ADO) will ‘maintain and further develop
an integrated and balanced joint force’.

This inquiry aims to develop a comprehensive understanding of Maritime Strategy and its place
within Australia’s broader military strategy and defence policy. It is not limited to an examination
of Australia’s naval or maritime forces nor is it focused only on the Defence of Australia.

The inquiry also seeks to understand the implications of a Maritime Strategy for the other tasks set
out in the White Paper, namely: contributing to the security of our immediate neighbourhood;
contributing effectively to international coalitions beyond our immediate neighbourhood; and
support of peacetime national tasks.

Terms of Reference

The Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade shall inquire into and report
on the ADO ability to deliver the necessary capabilities to meet Australia’s strategic interests and
objectives as defined in Defence 2000, with specific reference to the:

. ADO capability to apply the maritime strategy outlined in Defence 2000 in the current
strategic environment;

. primary roles in Australia's maritime strategy of the key components of the ADO, including
the three services, Defence Intelligence Organisation and ADF Command and Control
structure;

. impact of Australia's maritime strategy on ADF capacity to participate in combined, multi-
national regional and global coalition military operations;

. integration of maritime strategy with the other elements of Australian national power to
achieve specified national strategic interests and objectives;

. impact of the evolving strategic environment on Australia’s maritime strategy; and

. integration of Australian Defence Industry into capability development to support a

maritime strategy.
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Recommendations

Recommendation 1

The Committee recommends that the Australian Strategic Policy Institute
(ASPIl) and the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre at ANU be
encouraged to examine with their NZ counterparts opportunities for joint
research projects. The Ministers for Defence and Foreign Affairs should
consider whether any additional resources are needed for this activity
[Paragraph 4.36].

Recommendation 2

The Committee recommends that the Presiding Officers give
consideration to the proposal that some members of the Committee
attend, as observers, General Conferences of the Council for Security
Cooperation in the Asia Pacific (CSCAP) [Paragraph 4.37].



