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Inquiry into RAAF F-111 Deseal/Reseal Workers and their Families

Name: M Laurence Carpenter

Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
Defence Sub-Committee
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Clerk Assistant [Committees]
House of Representatives
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Submyission for Inquiry into RAAF_F-114
Deseal [ Reseal workers and thelr familles.

1 am submitting my disappointment for the non payment of a lump sum by the F~111 Ex
Gratia Scheme in .2006.[re attach letter.]

- lwas posted to RAAF Basa Ambarley from 1973 to 1980. | held the rank of Sergeant
and Flight Sergeant during that period. As an Airframe Fitter, | was actively involved in the
repair and the supervision of repair work of F-111 fuel tank leaks for that time.

As we [ground maintainance crew] were at the flying squadron, 482 sqn, 1 did not
qualify for a Jump sum Ex Gratia payment because we were not officially on the "F-111
Deseal / Reseal Programme,’ , even though we worked in the same F-111 fuel tanks and
were exposed to the same chemicals and fumes as those accepted on the "F-111 Deseal
/Reseal Programme.”

Apart from many mechanical problems, the aircraft suffered from constant fue! leaks
which involved many hours in the fuel tanks repairing the sealant. The sealant wag reverting
back to Its liquid state causing the fuel leaks. During my seven years at 482 sqn, | estimated
that my fuel tank occupancy was well in excess of the qualifying time period for the Ex Gratia
fime period.

The unservicable aircraft were repaired in the hangar when floor space was available.

. Otherwise the aircraft. were repaired outside, including the flight line. Because of weather
conditions and the urgency for servicible aircraft for the flying programme, the safety
equipment an hand was.not very effectual.

After working in fuel tanks, when | arrived home [ had to leave my work ciothes outside
because of the bad chemical odours. Even after showering, my wife and children would
complain of the odours on my body. :

{ have included extra information of my unsuccessful Ex Gratia lump sum payment.

i will not be available 24 Jut to 10 Aug 08 and 6Nov to 13 Dec 08.

Yours-sincefely,

l. Carpénter.
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PO Box 21 Woden ACT 2606

Australian Government
Depariment of Vetexans’ Affairs

Mr Laurence Carpenter

Dear Mr Carpenter

1 refer to your claim for payment under the 111 Ex-gratia Lump Sum Payment
Scheme. After carefully considering the information you provided and details of
your service, I find that your duties do not satisfy the definition of a F-111
Deseal/Reseal paxticipant as you did not participate in one of the four specified
Deseal/Reseal Programs and did not undertake “pick and patch” activities while
attached to a specific Deseal/Reseal section.

Right of Appeal (Ex-Gratia Payment Only)

Unlike determinations made under statutory cornpensation schemes, there is no
formal mechanisms for internal review of decisions made to refuge recognition
under Tier 1, 2 ox 3 of the F-111 Ex-gratia Lump Sum Payment Scheme. This
means that my decision is not reviewable by the Veterans’ Review Board or the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal.

If you are dissatisfied with my decision and consider that you have either new or
additional information you wish to have considered, you can approach the F111
Lump Sum Ex-gratia Payment teatn on 1800 555 323 and request that the matter
be considered further.

However, if you considex that your claim has not been fully and fairly
considered by the Department, or that my decision is not reasonable, you taay
request that the Commonwealth Ombudsman consider your case. Please be
aware that the Ombudsman will only review the process undertaken and the
information considered by the Department which resulted in my decision. The
Ombudsman may be contacted, toll free, on 1300 362 072.

13 Keltic Sweet, Phillip ACT 2606 PO Box 21 Woden ACT 2606 Telephone (02)6289 1111 Internet wwy,dvagov.ax

Saluting Their Service
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Whilst you were found ineligible for a one off ex-~gratia lump sum payment, you
may be entitled to, or alteady have lodged, a claim for benefits under the
Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 (VEA) , the Safety, Rehabilitation and
Compensation Act 1988 (SRCA) or through the Queensland Workers'
Compensation and Rehabilitation Act 2003. Eligibility for these benefits is
independent of the F-111 Deseal/Reseal Lump Sum Payment.

These benefits are associated with your employment circumstances and require a
separate compensation claim form to be completed. However, you should note
that compensation claims will be determined using the usual provisions that
apply to either peacetime service or your conditions of employment. The
beneficial provisions available to those who can meet the definition of a
Deseal/Reseal participant under section 7(2) of the SRCA will not apply to your
claim.

For assistance in obtaining the correct claim form or the name of someone who
can assist you regarding such a claim, please contact the most appmpnate
agency listed below. If you were:

e a member of the Australian Defence Force, you should call your DVA
Deseal/Reseal Compensation Team on 1300 130 172; or

e an Australian Public Servant, you should call Comcare on 1300 366 979; or

¢ a Contractor of Hawker De Haviland or AWASCO who participated in any
of the F-111 Deseal/Reseal programs, you should call Queensland
WorkCover on 1300 362 128.

Right of Appeal (VEA Compensation Claims Only)

If your claim for compensation under the VEA is rejected, you can ask the
Veterans’ Review Board to review your case. Your application for review must
be in writing, and must be lodged with the Department of Veterans” Affairs
within 12 months of receiving that decision. However, to preserve your pension
date of effect and gain the maximum benefit, you should lodge your application
for review within three months.

Further information is available in the enclosed fact sheet.

Right of Appeal (SRCA Compensation Claims Only)

If your claim for compensation under the SRCA is rejected, you may have that
decision reviewed by the Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT). However,’
you should be aware that if you do appeal to the AAT and the AAT’s decision is
not in your favour, you will be liable to pay your legal costs (if any). If your
appeal is successful, costs (or part costs) may be paid for you. Ihave also
enclosed information about the AAT for you to read.

Saluting Their Service



24/06/2008 16:03  (NG—_—G—— T Y PAGE 95/88
S I e/

Help Available (VEA or SRCA Compensation Claims/Appeals Only)
Ex-service Organisations provide assistance with all matters concemning claims
and appeals. Their addresses and telephone numbers are listed in the local
telephone book for your area.

Right of Appeal (Queensland Workeover Claims Ouly)

If your claim for compensation under Queensland Workcover is rejected, please
contact them on 1300 362 128 to determine your appeal rights under this State
based legislation.

Access to the SHOAMP Health Care Scheme
Under this Scheme treatment continues to be provided until:

e liability for a condition is accepted; or

» all ment-based avenues of appeal have been exhausted.

This means that once the AAT has determined an appeal for either a VEA or a
SRCA compensation claim, non-liability health treatment will cease.

If the appeal is unsuccessful, your health care needs will be transitioned back to
programs that are available within the general community and funded through
either Medicare or through your private health insurer. If your appeal is
successful, then the usual legislative treatment provisions will apply. If liability

~ for your condition is accepted under the VEA, you will be issued with either a
Gold or a White Health Treatment Card. If Hability for your condition is
accepted under the SRCA or Queensland Workcover, you will be reimbursed for
any wedical expenses that are associated with that condition.

Yours sincerely

L Manag

& Developmes

' "Policy

Iy September 2006

Saluting Their Service
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