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© Attachment

Commonwealth Round Table in Australia

The Round Table international community, whilst based in the United Kingdom, is a
worldwide nctwork of influential individuals involved in intc,rnatjioﬁgl affairs, drawn
from academic. political, bureaucratic and non-governmental spheres. lt’providcs a focal
point for deliberation and activity in support of the valucs, objeétiycs and programmes ol

the Commonwecalth of Nations,

The principal function of the l.ondon group 1s the production of its quarterly journal, 7he
Rowund Table: The Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs.  First published in
1910 the journal remains a highly reputable source of analysis and commentary on all
aspects of world affairs, cspecially on the role of the cox-)lempéfslry Commonweallh of

Nations.
The Commonwealth Round Tabledn Australia .

The Round Table was active in Australia in the tirst half of last century. After a gap of
over a quarter century it was revived following the Coolum CHOGM in 2002 as The
Commonwealth Rownd Table in Ausiralic (CRTA). The re-formation of an Australian
chapter represents the coming together of a group of individuals interested in promoting

th¢ Commonwealth and Australia’s role in it, as a founding member of the association,
The Hon Malcolm Fraser AC, CH is Patron of the CRTA.

The CRTA believes there 1s a need to maintain an active place in the thinking of those
who formulate policy and who shape political opinion in Australia as to the positive value

of thc Commonwealth, its contribution to global pcace and sccurity and the betterment of

humankind.
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Objectives

The principal objective of the CRTA is 1o promote the Com}h"bi{w&éfth of Nations in

Australia by: : R |

e Providing a focal point for serious review and éc)ﬁ&'idcr@iion of current
Commonwealth issues; o R

e encouraging academic research in Australian institutions on (ommonwulth history
and contcmporary political and dcvclopmenml 185UCS; |

e cnpaging politicians and pohcy makers on  cwrrent and conu,nuous issucs of
importance to the Commonwealth, S

e promoting the modcrn Commonwealth in public fora;

Activities

These objectives are pursucd ‘thro\u"gh a modcest range of ac‘tiz'virti'ésb in‘é}ud'mg seminars,
representations, publications, medis haison and sponsorship of an annual Commonwealth
Lecturc in Australia. The CRTA works with other C ommo?i&é&lth bodies in Canberra
(RCS, CDCC), in collaboration with other institutions c.g. ‘the Aus_.trahan Institute of
International Affairs, the ANU and with the Commonwealth Secretariat and other

agencics in seeking a higher profile for the Commonwealth in Australia

Successiul cvents convened by the CRTA include the following:

e annual Commaonwcalth Lecturcs by the Hon John Howard (2003 1 Canberra),
Justice Michacl Kirby (2005 in Canberra); the Hon Don McKinnon (2006 in
Melbourne):; the Hon Malcolm Fraser (2007 in Canberra). Justice Nicholas
Hasluck (2008 in Perth).

e Pre CHOGM brefings by senior DEAT oflicers:

e former Senator Margarct Reid’s report on the Sri Lanka election obscrver group
in 2008; :

o public bricfings by senior Commonwealth figurcs visiting Canberra;

e public lectures (with ANU) by HE Olara Otunnu on UN Report on Children and

Armed Conflict; and Archbishop Pius Neube of Bulawayo on 'l{(wday‘s Zimbabwe,
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CRTA Membership /Steering Growp
The CRTA is a not-for-profit voluntdry group of individuals; 1t has no formal membership
or organisational structures, including no fees. CRTA activities are open 10 the public and

are organiscd and resourced as collaborative projects with like-minded bodies.

) s b .. P o~ .
The CRTA aims to form a loose Commonwealth “coalition’ across the country. To this
end individuals in some states have been identificd as associates and CRTA activities

have taken place in Melbourne and Perth,

Members of the Canberra-based CRTA Steering Group (with short biographical
notes) are us follows:
Professor Anthony Low AO (Conx?éher)
e Former Vice Chancellor of the Australian National Universily; former Smuts
Professor of Commonwealth History, Cambridge University.
Dr. Hugh Craft (Co-Convenor)
e TFormer Head CIHOGM Task Force Coolum 2002; former DFAT officer (postings
Athens, Suva, LLondon - Commonwealth Sccrctariat),
Mr, Tony Eggleton AO, CVO
e Former Director of the Liberal Party ol Australia; former CEO CARI
International and CARE  Australia; CEO of the Bicentennial Celebration
Committee, Chair, Cammonwealth Day Celebration Committee.
Mr. Stephen Etheridge (Secretary)
o  DFAT oflicer (postings Pretoria, Jakarta)
Mr Matthew Ncuhaus
e  DFAT officer (postings Nairobi, Port Moresby, UN New York, Nigerta, London
— Commonwealth Secretariat) :
Mr Colin Milner

e DFAT officer (postings Premﬁa, Brusscls, Nauru)

Mr. Terry Walls
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»  DIMIA officer; former Media officer CHOGM Coolum Task Force.
Dr Denis Blight AO o o
e Director Crawford Fund; former DFAT officer (postings Ankara, Nairobi,
London); former CEO I‘DP, Australia and CEQ CABI International, UK.
Professor David Lucas
e Adjunct Associate Professor, ANUJ’s Australian Demographic and Social
Research Institute; before ANU he worked in Lesotho, Kenya and Nigeria;
immediate past President of the African Studics Association (AFSAAP).
Mr Jolyon Ford
e PhD student ANU, former Human Rights Unit, Commonwealth Secretariat,
London
Dr Alex Maroyu
e Policy Officer Universitics Australia
Ms Di Staftord
» Former Dircctor Legal Division, Commonwealth Secrctariat, London.
Ms Sanyu Mugambwa k

e Scrving DFAT officer (postings Nairobi)

For further information on the CRTA und (s activities $€¢ Www crta, org. mt

Canbcrra.
April, 2010,
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