
8 March, 2006

Joint StatutoryCommitteeon PublicAccountsandAudit
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Committee,

Re: Inquiry into Developmentsin Aviation Security— BroomeVisit

Pleaseacceptmy apologiesfor notbeingableto appearheretodayin personto express
my concernsregardingaviationsecurityatthe largerregionalairportsin Western
Australia. I amsurethat ourairportmanager,Mr Reith MacLeodandoursecurity
manager,Mr CraigWaterswill beableto providethis committeewith detailsof someof
the issuesthatBroomeInternationalAirport haswith theOffice ofTransportSecurity.

I wouldhoweverlike to takethis opportunityto registerourconcernsoverthe lackof
funding thathasbeenmadeavailableto Australia’slargerregionalairportssuchas
BroomeInternationalAirport by theFederalGovernment.UndertheAustralian
Government$48m“SecuringourRegionalSkies” programme,only the146 smaller
regionalairportsthatwerenot previouslycategorizedwereprovidingwith funding
support. This funding wasin additionto the$35mgrantprogrammeannouncedbythe
AustralianGovernmentto assistthesamenewentrantairportsfor securityinfrastructure
upgradessuchasfencing,CCTV andaccesscontrols.

Noneofthis funding hasprovidedfor therealneedsofthe27 largercategorizedregional
airportswhich alreadyhadaTransportSecurityProgrammein place. Theseairports
handled5.9mpassengermovementsin 2003/2004representing8.4%ofAustralia’s
domestictotal. During thesameperiodthenewentrantscateredfor only 2.7%ofthe
totalmovementswith thebulk ofthemovementsthroughtheCTFRairports.

I first raisedtheseconcernsdirectlywith thePrimeMinisterin a letterdated30
September,2005 andthenagainon the22 December,2005. Thelatterconcernwas
raisedfollowing my attendanceataTerrorismRisk AssessmentWorkshopheld in Perth.
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TheGovernment’sresponsehasbeento largely ignoreourcallsandsuggestthatour
needshavebeenaddressedthroughtheprovisionoffundededucationandawareness
programmes,theRapidResponseDeploymentTeam(RRDT) exerciseandsomebasic
training programmes.It is ouropinion thatspendingin theseareashaslittle benefitfor
aviationsecurityatthe largerregionalairports.

Theinequity in fundinghasnowresultedin an inequity in securitylevelsbetweenthe
regionalairports. TheGovernmentjustifies its positionin that the largerregionalairports
canafford to pay for enhancementsandthatthesecostswill be passedon to its
passengers.However,thecurrentlevelsof passengernumberscannotsupportthe
relativelyhigh level offixed costassociatedwith securityinfrastructure.

We haverepeatedlysuggestedthat unspentfundsallocatedunderthe$35mRAIEP
programmeshould beallocatedto theseforgottenairportshowever,no announcementhas
yet beenmadedespitetheimportanceofthesefundsto helpsecureour largerregional
airports.

In conclusion,weaskthatthecommitteeurgentlyrequestthattheFederalGovernment
allocateadequatefundingto these27 regionalairportsandredressthe inequityofthe
fundingprogrammesto date.

Yoursfaithfully

KIM MAISEY
CEO - BIA GROUP
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