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JointCommitteeof PublicAccountsandAudit
ATITN: ChairmanMr Bob Baldwin MP
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

Re: ReviewofAviation Securityin Australia

Thankyou for inviting public submissionsto yourinquiry andreportasabove.

My ownareasofinterestin aviationareasaprivatepilot, freelanceaviationjournalistandpaying
commercialpassenger.Accordingly,I will restrictmy commentsto theseareas.

ASIC

Theideaofsecuritycardsis to ensurethat only thosewho areentitledto accessto areasfor
legitimatemeanshaveaccessto thoseareas.Theyworkon thebasisthattheyareonly issuedto a
selectgroupandthevettingprocessneedsto bequitestrict. Thesecretofsuccessfullyimplementing
securityis to identify thetargetareasofthethreatandusetheissuingprocessto limit access.
Therefore,thefewercardsissuedthebetterthesecurityworks.

Report400 notedthat 15% of expiredASICs issuedin Melbournecannotbeaccountedfor and
betweenoneandtwo percentof activeASICs cannotbeaccountedfor. In situationssuchasthisthe
ASIC hasceasedto beaneffectivesecuritytool andcouldevenworkagainstairportsecurityby
providingeasyaccessto peoplewho arenot approvedto holdthecard.

Underthenewregulations,privatepilot licenceholders(PPLs)arerequiredto undergobackground
securitychecksin orderto gaina photolicence.This processis conductedby CASA. Thesechecksare
nearlyidenticalto thoserequiredby DOTARS fortheissueof anASIC. However,DOTARS have
electedto compelpilots to getASICs sotheycanmovearoundairporttarmacs.

In short,pilots will needonesecuritycheckto fly theaeroplaneandanotheroneto getoutandwalk
acrossthetarmac.On nobody’splanetdoesthismakesense.Thesolutionis thatphoto-idflight crew
licencesshouldcarrythesameweightandaccessasanASIC. This will limit thenumberof ASICs
issuedandthereforeincreasetheireffectiveness.TheASIC wasnotdesignedasa securitymeasureto
controlairsideaccessto pilots andshouldnotbeusedassuch.As a compromise,I wouldsuggestthat
flight crewlicenceholderscouldbeissuedanASIC on thebasisoftheCASA check.
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AIRPORT SECURITY

Thereis nodoubtthatstrictersecuritymeasuresarerequiredatmajorinternationalairportsand
largerregionalairports,soI do not includethemin my commentsbelow.

Theneedfor strict securityat someofthesmallerregionalhasto bereviewed.Sincethedirections
werehandeddownfrom CASA, theunderstandingof therequirementshasbeenmisunderstoodand
misusedby all partiesinvolved. I saywith someconfidencethatthisissuedhasdecayedintochaos.
Themain causefor this is thesimplelackofapplicationofcoinmonsense.

Forexample,Bankstownin Sydneyhasbeendeclaredasecurity-controledairport,yetMoorabbinin
Melbournehasnot.Why the difference?BothareGAAP airportscateringfor generalaviationanddo
not haveanyheavymovements.BothhaveRPTmovementsbelow5700 kg maximumtake-off
weight.The requirementsappearunclearandinconsistent.Airport operatorsareresponsiblefor
implementingthe DOTARS regulations,but manyofthemareunsureoraregoing ‘overboard’
becausetheyfeartheconsequencesoffalling short.

Forexample,theoperatorsoftheairportatGriffith NSWweretold - I believe- by DOTARS thatit is
mandatoryfortheentireairporttobesecuritycontroled.Ofcoursethis is not thecase,only certain
areashaveto besecure.This illustratesthatevenDOTARS aren’treallysure.Whatarepilots to
think? If theregulatoris not sureofthemethods,thentheycan’tbe sureof theaimseither.

AIRCRAFT SECURITY

A bit ofsanityprevailedwith theimplementationoftheaircraftsecuritymeasureswhenDOTARS
allowedtheAircraft OwnersandPilotsAssociationto haveahandin writingtheregulation.This was
smartbecauseno-oneknowshowto disableanaircraftbetterthanapilot. Plauditsto DOTARSfor
this. However,theythenimplementeda programof inspectionsby peoplewhodid nothaveaviation
backgrounds.A DOTARSofficer admittedatAvalonthattheyhadto taketheinspectorsaroundthe
tarmacat Bankstownandshowthemthebasicsoflight aircraft.Theresulthasbeentheunhappy
situationwheretheactionsof aninspectordamagedaprivately-ownedaircraftatMt Hothamin
Victoria. Clearly,a greaterleveloftrainingandunderstandingis requiredbeforetheseinspectorsare
givenamandateto interferewith aircraft.

Generalaviationin particularis lookingtoyourcommitteeandits reportto restoresome
commonsenseto theissueofairportsecurity.

SteveHitchen
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