
Joint Committee ofPublic Accounts and

ANSWERSTO QUESTIONSON NOTI(

Department of Financeand Administration

ReviewofAuditor-General’sreportsNos7 to 35 (2005-06)—29 May 2006

Question: 1

Topic: Compliancewith theFinancial Framework

Hansard Page:PA2

SenatorWATSON asked:

[In relationto legalopinionasit relatedto theFinancial ManagementandAccountability
Act]997],
(a) which agencieshavecomebackto you;and
(b) in relationto whatmatters?

Answer:

(a) Ourrecordsshowthatthe following agencieshave,in accordancewith theLegal
ServicesDirections,providedtheDepartmentofFinanceandAdministrationwith copiesof
legal advicetheyhavereceivedin relationto theFinancialManagementandAccountability
Act1997.

AboriginalandTorresStraitIslanderCommission
AustralianCompetitionandConsumerCommission
AustralianCustomsService
AustralianNationalAudit Office
AustralianOffice ofFinancialManagement
AustralianTaxationOffice
Centrelink
DepartmentofAgriculture,FisheriesandForestry
DepartmentofCommunications,InformationTechnologyandtheArts
DepartmentofDefence
DepartmentofEducation,ScienceandTraining
Departmentof EmploymentandWorkplaceRelations
DepartmentofFamilies,CommunityServicesand IndigenousAffairs
Departmentof HealthandAgeing
Departmentof HumanServices
DepartmentofImmigrationandMulticultural Affairs
DepartmentoftheEnvironmentandHeritage
Departmentofthe PrimeMinisterand Cabinet
Departmentofthe Treasury
DepartmentofTransportandRegionalServices
DepartmentofVeterans’Affairs
GeoscienceAustralia
NationalCapitalAuthority
Office of ParliamentaryCounsel



(b) Themattersonwhich legal advicewasobtainedrelatedto abroadrangeofissuesunder
theFMA Act, includingbankingofpublic moneyin official bankaccounts;the useofpublic
moneyfor investmentsauthorisedby the FMA Act; theoperationof theFMA Act in relation
to appropriations,suchasnetappropriationagreementsand SpecialAccounts;andthe
spendingofpublic moneyin accordancewith theFinancial ManagementandAccountability
Regulations1997. Theadvicehasgenerallybeenobtainedby theagencyto ensure
compliancewith therequirementsofthe FMA Act in relationto aparticularactivity.
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Question: 2

Topic: Compliancewith theFinancial Framework

Hansard Page:PA3

SenatorWATSON asked:

[In relationto theCFO forum meetings]canyou givethecommitteesomeminutesofthose
meetingssowearefamiliarwith thesortsof discussionsthat takeplaceandwhat follows?

Answer:

Minutesarenot keptoftheCFO forummeetingsasthemeetingsareprimarily intendedto
promulgateawarenessofupcomingissues(suchasreportingdeadlines)andto provide
updatesonpolicy andimplementationwork within Finance. Thefollowing is a list ofthe
issuesthat wereroutinely raisedand discussedin meetingsheld overthe last 12 months:

• UpdatesofBudgetestimatesandframeworkreviewimplementation.
• Accountingandreportingissues,includingupdatesonaccountingstandardsand

governmentfinancialstatisticsharmonisation.
• Updatesandadviceonpolicy development,for example,thegovernmentdecisionto

implementacertificateofcompliance.
• Specificissuesrelatedto pertinentANAO, whole-of-governmentaudits,for example,

theAuditor-GeneralAuditReportNo 28, 2005-06,ManagementofNetAppropriation
Agreements.

• Budgetandcashmanagementprocesses.
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Question: 3

Topic: Compliancewith theFinancial Framework

Hansard Page: PA4 and PA5

SenatorWATSON asked:

[In relationto theagencies’audit committees]
(a) I wanttheminutes,firstly, oftheinternalauditorsaboutwhattheyhavedone,whatthey

haverecon-unendedand,secondly,oftheauditcommittees,which youtell mearenow
requiredof all the 83 (sic) agencies.Thirdly, I wantcopiesofthefraudcontrolplanfor
eachoftheagencies.

(b) I wantto look at, fromthepointofview of ourcommittee,what sortofrecordstheyare
keeping,howbroadtheyareandhowmuchdetail theygo into.

Answer:

TheDepartmentof FinanceandAdministrationdoesnotholdthesedocuments.Each
agencyChiefExecutiveis accountableandresponsiblefor themanagementoftheiragency,
includingthehandlingofinternalauditprocessesandthepreparationoffraudcontrolplans.
ChiefExecutivesand/ortheagencyMinistersarealsoresponsiblefor decidingthe
appropriatecourseofactionin responseto mattersarisingin auditreportsandfraudcontrol
plans.


