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JCPAA - Question onNotice

In thehearingonDroughtAssistance,heldon 13 February2006,SenatorMoore
askedtwo questionsoftheDepartmentof HumanServices.

Enclosedarethequestionsandtheresponsespreparedby theDepartmentofHuman
Services.

Yours Sincerely
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ChrisDainer
First AssistantSecretary
DeliveryAnalysisandCorporateDivision
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Joint Committee of Public Accountsand Audits

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Reviewof the Auditor-General’s Report No 50,2004-05

Hearing of13 February 2006

Onpage10 of the“proof copy” ofHansard,SenatorMooreaskedthe
following:

I haveoneor two questions.Basically,I amwantingto know aboutyour
internalauditprocessesandhowtheyworkedon this issue,becauseour
experienceis that,whenthereare externalauditsof this nature,it is
usuallysaidby eachagencythatyour internalprocesseshavealready
foundall the sameissues.Thatwasnotclearin this one. I amjust
wantingto hearfrom eachof theagencies.

DHS Response:

As this issuewasrelatedto Centrelink’sperformance,notthatof the
DepartmentofHumanServices,therehadbeenno internalaudit activity
conductedon thisprogramme.



Joint Committee of Public AccountsandAudits

ANSWERSTO QUESTIONSON NOTICE

Reviewof the Auditor-General’s Report No 50, 2004-05

Hearingof 13 February2006

Onpage19 of the“ProofCopy” of Hansard,SenatorMooreaskedthe
following:

My previousquestionaboutinternalreviewsandauditprocesseswas
goingto be pickedupbeforethewitnessesleft. Oneaim ofthisreport
wasto look at the internalassessmentprocessesin all youragencies.I
will placeit on noticeratherthantakingup thetimeof thecommittee.
Canthecommitteeget backfrom eachofthedepartmentsthe internal
assessmentandreviewprocessesthat you are following? Mr Dainersaid
the reviewthatHumanServicesdid wasnotstimulatedby this audit.That
is fine, butI justwantto know what internalsystemsyou haveto look at
suchthings.

DHS Response:

• DHS hasanaudit committeethat oversightsthe internalaudit
planfor thecoreDepartment,CRSAustraliaandChild Support
Agency.Theaudit committeedoesnothaveresponsibilityfor
auditactivity in otherDHS agenciessuchasCentrelinkand
MedicareAustralia.

• Theinternalaudit planaddressesthemajoroperationalrisks for
DHS. It is for this reasonthat issuesidentifiedby theANAO in
its auditactivity mayalreadybesubjectto actionby the
Department.


