
I z2 O~7o~~

Australian Government

Department ofFinanceand Administration

Neil Robertson
6215 2110
neil.robertson~finance.gov.au

Mr RussellChafer
CommitteeSecretary
JointCommitteeofPublicAccountsandAudit
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRAACT 2600

JOINT COMMITTEE OF

19 .11!!. 2005
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS & AUDIT

DearMr Chafer

Response to the Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit

(JCPAA) Question on Notice
On 5 April 2005,representativesfrom theDepartmentof FinanceandAdministration
(Finance)attendedaJCPAAhearingon theAustralianNationalAudit OfficeAudit Report
No.15,2004-2005,FinancialManagementofSpecialAppropriations. I apologiseforthe
delayin responding.

At thehearing,Financetook aquestiononnoticeon thedevelopmentand consultati6if~
processfollowedby Financein preparingtheguidanceRoleoftheCEO— Guidancefor
CommonwealthAgencies(HansardpagePA22). Finance’sresponseto this questionis
attached.

Financealso undertookto advisetheCommitteeonceit hadfinalisedthecompilationofa
list of all specialappropriationsandagreedtheallocationofresponsibilitywith agencies.
ExtensiveworkhasbeendonebyFinanceandit is expectedthatthe list will becompleted
beforetheendofJuly 2005. Discussionswith agencieswill thenoccuroverthenextquarter
to ensureallocationsarecorrectandagreed.Wewill advisetheCommitteeoncethis work
hasbeencompleted.

If youwould like to discussanyoftheseissuesfurther,pleasecontactMs TaniaRishniw,
ActingBranchManager,FinanceandBankingBranchon (02) 62153362.
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Joint Committee of Public Accountsand Audit

ANSWERSTO QUESTIONSON NOTICE

Financeand Administration Portfolio

Department ofFinanceand Administration

ReviewofAuditor-General’sreports,first quarter2004-05

5 April 2005

Topic: ANAO Audit ReportNo.152004-2005

Hansard Page: PA22

SenatorJohn Hogg asked:

Whenwasthebetterpracticeguidedeveloped,who developedit andwasthereany
consultationwith theANAO?

Answer:

Recommendationsix oftheBudgetEstimatesandFrameworkReview2002 (BEFR)
stated,“bestpracticeguidanceshouldbedevelopedon therole oftheChiefFinancial
Officer (CFO) in CommonwealthAgencies

In responseto recommendationsix, aCFO guidelinesreferencegroupwasestablished
inNovember2002. Thegroupwaschairedby Finance,andincludedrepresentatives
from theDepartmentsofAgriculture,FisheriesandForestry(AFFA), Employment
andWorkplaceRelations(DWER) andForeignAffairs andTrade(DFAT). Between
November2002andFebruary2003thegroupdevelopedasetofguidelinesdetailing
theroleoftheCFO in Commonwealthagencies.TheANAO wasconsultedand
providedcommentson thedraft guidelines.

Progressin developingthe guidelineswasoversightedby theBEFRWorkingGroup,
andtheInter-AgencySteeringCommitteeofPortfolio Secretaries.Theguidelines
werepublishedby FinanceasTherole oftheCEO— Guidancefor Commonwealth
Agenciesin April 2003 andagainin September2004.
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