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3 August2005

Ms BronwenJaggers
Inquiry Secretary
JointCommitteeofPublicAccountsandAudit
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearMsJaggers

Pleasefind enclosedDefence’sresponsesto questionstakenon noticeat theJointCommittee
of PublicAccountsandAudit hearingheldattheDefenceNationalStorageandDistribution
Centre,Moorebankon 27 June2005.

If youhaveany questionspleasecontactme on (02) 62656277.

Yourssincerely

Alison West
Director
StatutoryReportingandAccountability
CoordinationandPublicAffairs Division

Enclosure:
1. Responsesto questionsonnoticetakenattheJCPAAhearingof27 July 2005.

DefendingAustralia anditsNationalInterests



Joint Committeeof Public Accounts and Audit
27 JuneHearingon Audit ReportsNo. 5 andNo. 21

Answerstoquestionson noticefrom DepartineutofDefence

QUESTION1

MissKelly

Hansard:page25

Whatis theannualchurnratefor SDSSusers?

RESPONSE

TheannualchurnrateoftheusersofSDSSis approximately8 percent,comprisingADF
members,civilian employeesofDefence,andcontractors.

QUESTION2

Miss Kelly

Hansard:pages25-27

How manycivilian andmilitary personnelareinvolvedin thesupport,maintenanceand

operationsofSDSS,apartfrom 8,000activeusers?

RESPONSE

Therearecurrently68 Defencepersonnelworkingfull-time on thesupport,maintenance,and
day-to-dayoperationofSDSS.

QUESTION 3

MissKelly/Mr Baldwin

Hansard:page50

Pleaseprovidethecommitteewith detailsoftheexpertisebeingcarriedforwardinto JP2077

bypeoplewith prior involvementin SDSSandinventorymanagement.

RESPONSE

DefencepersonnelprovidemanagementandleadershipoftheJP2077project.These
personnelhavespecificexperiencein theoperation,managementandsustainmentofSDSS
andhaveextensiveexperiencein the inventorymanagementpracticesofDefence.

Externalcontractorswith informationtechnologyexpertiseandsupplysystemsandinventory
managementexperienceareprovidinginputandadviceto theoperationalandplanning
aspectsof JP2O77.

Thereis also a comprehensivestakeholderinvolvementprogram,to engagestakeholdersand
usersacrossDefencewith astronginterest,orrelevantexperienceandexpertise,in the
logisticssystem.

Thereare 11 full-time and54 part-timeDefencepersonnelandsevencontractpersonnel
engagedin JP2077with prior involvementin SDSSandinventorymanagement.



Joint Committeeof Public Accountsand Audit
27 JuneHearingon Audit ReportsNo. 5 andNo. 21

Answersto questionsonnoticefrom Department of Defence

QUESTION 4

Mr Baldwin/MsGrierson

Hansard:page50

Pleaseprovidethecommitteewith detailsofJP2077Phase2B, includingproject stagesand

indicators.

RESPONSE

JP2077Phase2B hasthe following stages:

• Phase2B.1: Coresoftwareupgrade,financialframeworkre-development,andmilitary
off-the-shelfenhancements;and

• Phase2B.2: Integratedin-transitvisibility anddeployabilitycapability.

Phase2B.1

Thecoresoftwareupgradewill implementthenextgenerationoftheMincom software,
Ellipse. Thefinancial frameworkredevelopmentwill provideenhancedfinancial
functionality,compatiblewith theDefencefinancialinformationsystemROMAN, to meet
increasingfinancialreportingandaudit requirements.Military off-the-shelfenhancements
will incorporatekey defencemodificationsinto thestandard‘off-the-shelfproduct,enabling
significantlyreducedmaintenanceandsupportcostsfor Defence.

Phase2B.2

Integratedin-transitvisibility will provideSDSSuserswith accurateandup-to-the-minute
informationon thelocationof equipmentin transitwithin thesupplysystem.At present,this
informationis not readily availableandcanonlybe obtainedthroughalaboriousandmanual
process.Deployabilitycapabilitywill allow SDSSto operateeffectively, independentlyofa
fixed communicationslink, andwill allow moreeffectiveandreliablelogisticssupportto
deployedoperationalunitsoverseas.

Theanticipatedtime framesforthesekeyprojectstagesare:

• 2B.1: SecondPassApproval
1

st quarter2006
nd rd

• 2B.2: SecondPassApproval 2 quarter/3 quarter2006
• 2B.1: Implementation

2
nd quarter2007
th• 2B.2: Implementation4 quarter2009


