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Dairy AustraliaLimited (DA) acknowledgestheCommittee’sstatutoryresponsibility
to examinereportsoftheAuditor Generalandin particularthispublichearingto
examineAudit ReportNo. 36, 2003-2004,The Commonwealth‘s Administrationof
theDairy IndustryAdjustmentPackage.

DA notesthatweco-operatedandparticipatedfully in theANAO reviewproviding
full andfreeaccessto premises,staff, informationandassetsin relationto the
managementoftheDairy StructuralAdjustmentFund(DSAF). DA hascontinuedto
work collaborativelywith relatedagenciesonmanyDSAF-relatedmatters,including
therecommendationsfrom theANAG review.

In generalterms,DA notesmanypositivecommentsfrom theANAO reviewin areas
whereDA hasresponsibilities.

In relationto thethreeANAO recommendations,DA initially ensuredit understood
therecommendationsthroughdiscussionswith theANAO andsincethereleaseofthe
Audit Reportin March 2004DA hasconsultedwith theDairy AdjustmentAuthority
(DAA) andmoreparticularlyDepartmentofAgriculture,FisheriesandForestry
(DAFF) in orderto contributeto thesuccessfulunderstandingandimplementationof
measuresconsistentwith theobjectivesof theANAO recommendations.

DA andDAFF havehad severaldiscussionsrelatingto changesto theStatutory
FundingAgreementin orderto reporton performancemeasuresfrom all agencies
ableto drawadministrativemoneysfrom theFund.

DA believestherelationshipandcommunicationbetweentheorganisationsinvited to
attendthehearing(i.e. DA, DAA & DAFF) andothersinvolved (e.g.DOTARS,
Centrelink,Computershare)arepositiveand strong.TheANAO’s analysisandreview
hascontributedpositively to thecontinuingdeliveryof thepackage.
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