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DearChair

I write in responseto Report404. ReviewofAuditor-General‘s Report2003-2004Thirdand
Fourth Quarters;andFirst andSecondQuartersof2004-2005by theJoint Committeeof
PublicAccountsandAudit. TheReportcontainedanumberofrecommendationsrelevantto
my portfolio.

I encloseExecutiveMinutesfrom the SecretaryoftheAttorney-General’sDepartment,
Mr RobertCornallAO, addressingrecommendationsone,two and33.

The actionofficer for this matterin my Departmentis Anthony Coleswhocanbecontacted

Philip Ruddock
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EXECUTIVE MINUTEI
on

JOINT COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT
REPORT 404

Reviewof Auditor-General’s Reports 2003—2004Third and Fourth Quarters; and First and
SecondQuarters of 2004—2005

Responseto the recommendations

Recommendation1 paragraph 2.33

TheCommitteerecommendsthattheAttorney-General’sDepartmentcommencedevelopmentof a
whole-of-governmentapproachandguidanceforthemanagementofthe Commonwealth’s
intellectualproperty,for completionby May2006.TheAttorney-General’sDepartmentshould
consultwidelywith Commonwealthagencies,
particularlythosewhich aremajorgeneratorsof intellectualproperty

.

Acceptin principle.

TheAttorney-General’sDepartment,in consultationwith theDepartmentofFinanceand
Administration,IP AustraliaandtheDepartmentof Communications,InformationTechnologyand
theArts, areworking to developawhole-of-governmentapproachto managementofintellectual
property(IP) by AustralianGovernmentagencies.Developmentofa whole-of-government
approachto managementof IP is beingundertakenin two stages:
- StatementofIP Principles - thestatementwill articulatetheGovernment’sapproachto IPuse

andmanagementin broadtermsincludingthecontributionmadeby commercialisationofIP
to theGovernment’sinnovationpolicy

- IPBetterPracticeManual— theManualwill providepracticalguidanceandadviceon IP
management,including theimplementationoftheStatementofIP Principles

A Draft StatementofIP Principleswasreleasedin September2005for thepurposeofconsultation.
Stakeholdercommentwassoughtfrom all AustralianGovernmentDepartmentsandmajor
generatorsof IP suchastheCSIROandANSTO,aswell asprivatesectorinterests.The draft
StatementofIP Principles, which reflectsstakeholderinput, is currentlyunderconsiderationby
Ministers.

TheAttorney-General’sDepartmenthascommencedpreparationofthe IPBetterPracticeManual.
A consultant,Spruson& Ferguson,wasengagedto assistwith this work in April 2006.
Departmentsandagencies,aswell asprivatesectorstakeholders,arebeingconsultedon thecontent
ofthedraftmanual. It is expectedthatthefinal manualwill bepublishedin the secondhalfof
2006.
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Recommendation2 paragraph 2.35

Accept.

Thewhole-of-governmentapproachto managementof intellectualproperty,whichwill be
expressedthroughtheStatementofIP PrinciplesandtheIP BetterPracticeManual,will allow
individual agenciesflexibility to optimisetheirown managementofIP. This is consistentwith the
legislativeandotherrequirementswherebyagenciesareindividually responsiblefortheeffective
andefficientmanagementofresourcesundertheircontroland custody.

RobertComallAO
Secretary

TheCommitteerecommendsthatthewhole-of-governmentapproachto
themanagementoftheCommonwealth’sintellectualpropertywithin a
frameworkfor IPmanagementshouldleaveeachCommonwealth
agencyfreeto optimiseits rolewithin theframework.



EXECUTIVE MINUTE I
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JOINT COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT
REPORT 404

ReviewofAuditor-General’s Reports 2003—2004Third and Fourth Quarters; and First and
SecondQuarters of2004—2005

Generalcomments

TheAttorney-General’sDepartmentadministerstheCommonwealthPlaces(ApplicationofLaws)
Act1970. TheApplicationofLawsAct appliesStateandTerritory lawsto CommonwealthPlaces.
BecausetheAct is self-executing,revenuecollectedby theStatesandTerritoriesundereach
applicableactautomaticallyformspartoftheConsolidatedRevenueFund. TheApplicationof
LawsActprovidesthattheCommonwealthshallpay an equalamountto theStatesandTerritories
asreceivedby theCommonwealthundertheappliedprovisionhavingeffect in or in relationto
CommonwealthPlacesin that State. In its reporton theFinancialManagementofSpecial
Appropriations,(ReportNo 15 2004—05)theAustralianNationalAudit Office identifiedthe
ApplicationofLaws Act asaninstancein whichtheself-executingnatureofthe Consolidated
RevenueFundhadnot beeneffectivelyaddressedby entitiesin theiradministrationofspecial
appropriations.

Responseto the recommendation(s)

TheAttorney-General’sDepartmenthasdiscussedtherecommendationwith theDepartment
of Finance and Administration. The Attorney-General’sDepartmentagreesthat it is
responsible for the administration of the special appropriation in relation to the
CommonwealthPlaces(ApplicationofLaws)Act 1970.

RobertCornall AG
Secretary

RecommendationNo. 33 paragraph 10.65

The Committeerecommendsthatthe Attorney-General’sDepartmentand theDepartmentof
FinanceandAdministrationresolvewhich agencyis bestequippedto administerthe Special
Appropriationin relationto theCommonwealthPlaces(ApplicationofLaws)Act1970.
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