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Submissionto theHouse ofRepresentatives: Inquiry into the developmentofthe non-
fossil fuel energy industry in Australia: Casestudy into the strategic importance of
Australia’s uranium resources

I amagainstAustraliafurtherdevelopingits uraniumresourcesbecauseI believeit is not in
the longtermbestinterestofthepeopleofAustraliaor theWorld.

Currently,oneonlyhasto look atthepositiontheUnitedKingdomis in with regardto its
radioactivestockpilesto realisethat thewidespreaduseofuraniumhasbeenandis still a
mistakeofmassiveproportion.

Concerningtheuseofuranium,for example,thereare/is:

1. hugeassociatedcosts,for examplein,:

• Exploringfor uraniumcontainingorebodies
• Mining uraniumcontainingorebodies
• Transportinguraniumcontainingore
• Refininguraniumore
• Purifyinguraniumfor fuel
• Transportingpurifieduranium
• Researchinto theconstructionandrunningof nuclearreactors
• Constructingnuclearreactors
• Runningnuclearreactors
• LONG TERM - until all theradioactiveisotopeshavefully decayed,andsafe,storage

ofradioactivewaste
• Materialsandenergyusedto completetheabovepoints.

2. gravesafetyandpublic healthimplicationsassociatedwith radioactivity

3. ongoinggreenhousegasemissiononalargescale,producedin moststageslisted in
point 1.

Takinginto considerationthetruecostof providingenergyderivedfrom uranium,it is clear
thaturaniumis prohibitively expensiveto use. Greenhousegasemissionsresultingfrom
mining andotheractivities essentialfor energygenerationfrom uranium,helpto nullify any
greenhousegasbenefitsassociatedthismethodof energyproduction.Ratherthanusing
uranium,truly renewableandsafeenergyoptions,for example:wind, wave, tidal or solarare
thewayofthe futureand shouldbepursuedandusedto thefull.

Thehistoryofuranium’srolein seriousaccidentsandthelonglastinglegaciesofthese
accidentsarea starkreminderofwhy widespreaduraniumuseshouldnotpursuedin the
future.

In summary,dueto, themassivecombinedcostsassociatedwith uraniumuse,theextremely
serioushealthandsafetyissuesassociatedwith radioactivity, andthefully sustainableand
renewableenergyoptionsavailableto pursue,I believeit is not in anyAustralian’sbest
interestto allow thefurtherdevelopingofoururaniumresources.
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