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Submissionto the -Inquiry into developingAustralia’snon-fossilfuel ener~
industry.

To thecommittee,parliamentariansofAustralia;

I write to expressmy disgustatthecontinuingpolicy ofallowinguraniumto beminedin
andexportedfrom this country.Thismining itselfcreatesever-increasingameuntsof
radioactivewastevia tailingsandwastewater.

In everyuraniumexportagreementbetweenusandanothercountryit statesthat our
uraniummustnotbeusedfor military purposes.It~ysthatwereservetherightto take
backoururaniumin this instance.It usuallysaysthat it mustnotbeenrichedto morethan
20%in U235.

And yet,wehaveno wayofknowing whetheroururaniumis beingusedin anymilitary
capacity.

Wehaveno wayofknowing whetherornot, whenoururaniumbecomesspentfuel and
getsreprocessed, thattheplutoniumthatresultsandis stockpiledis going to beusedfor
military purposes.

Theworld’sstockpilesofplutoniumareincreasing.

Whenoururaniumcanno longerbereprocessedit becomesthemostinsidioussortof
waste.This wastewill stickaroundfor hundredsofthousandofyearswith someisotopes
into themillions ofyears.

Oururaniumcreateswaste,it mayalsoassistin theproliferationofweapons,from
nuclearbombsto depleteduraniumweapons,bothofwhich havebeenusedinwarby our
closestally, andusedandexplodedby manymorenations-evenon this continent,with
no regardfor the innocentpeopleexposeddirectly or indirectlyto theeffects,andwith no
regardfor the healthof thisplanet.

Onething canbesaidhereto illustratethepoint, in all ofthewarsover themillennia, the
seas,landandevenrockshavebeenfought over,countriesandcontinentshavechanged
hands,thebloodhasflowedandyetbeforethenuclearagethebloodwould.washaway.



Now, mistakeswill not washaway andgenerationsinto thefuturemayhavea directand
continuinglink to history, therocksmaynotbe safeto touchorclimb, thewaternot safe
to drink or swim in, theair notsafeto breath,andaseverysingledayanddecision
counts,history is in themaking.

To saythattheresortto nuclearpoweris ananswerto global warmingis a lazy response
to theworldsproblems.

in ourcountrywemandatelessthan3%ofourenergyproductionmustcomefmm
renewablesources.Andyetthisfederalgovernmentis willing to buy its way to thenext
electionbuysquanderingtensof billions ofdollarsin tax cutbribes.

It hasabsolntecontrolofthesenateandyet it is unwilling orevenopposedto usingthis
powerfor thebenefitofhumankind byalleviatingpovertyand remediatingthe
environmentaleffectsofhumanstupidity.

To continuemininguraniumwith its resultantwasteandevenincreaseit, to continuethe
nuclearindustryandevenincreaseit, to continuecreatingradioactivewastethatmay
pollute thisplanetforhundredsofthousandsofyearsandevenincreaseit, to addto the
stockpilesofweaponsgradeuraniumandplutoniumandevenincreasethemandto take
part in theproliferationof theseweapons— showsacallousdisregardforjusticeand
intergenerationalequity,a contemptfor thehumanraceandtheplanetandalove for the
vile pursuitofprofit overthepeopleofthisnation.

I call on theparliamentofthisnationto ban.uraniummining.,sayno to nuclearpowerand
not to takepart in theproliferationofthis insidiousweaponry.I call on theparliamentof
this nationto leaveit in theground,fix theplanet,proliferatesmart,cleanandgreen
alternatives,andpull yourfingersout-while youareatit.

Giventhathistoryis in themaking,andyouhavethechanceto makeit onewayor
another,thinkvery carefullyhowyou want to bejudged,by it, andus,your fellow
citizens.
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