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As concernedmembersofthepublic, wewishto drawthefollowing concernsregarding
theexploitationofAustralia’sUraniumresourcesto thecommittee’sattention:

• We aredeeplyconcernedby thelackof anyavailablemechanismwherebythe
ultimatedestinationofuraniumexportedoverseascanbetraced. Evenwhenused
peaceably,nuclearpowerproducesplutoniumasawasteproduct. This is theraw
materialofnuclearweapons.ThepossibilityofAustralianuraniumbeingused
for nuclearweaponsofanyform is chilling.

• We wishto drawyourattentionto thegraveissuesofenvironmentaldamagefrom
uraniummining, especiallytheongoingconsequencesofISL mining, including
theinsertionoflargeamountsofcyanideinto majoraquifers.

• We alsowish to drawyourattentionto thesafetyofworkersin uraniummines,
particularlythelackofanynationaltrackingsystemofclaimsofinjury or illness
by workersin thissector.

• We wouldhaveyou seriouslyconsiderthecomplicatedissuesofindigenousland
ownership,indigenouspoverty,andtheunequalbargainingpowerofuranium
extractioncompaniesin negotiatingaccessto potentialuraniumsourcesin
indigenousland.

• Weaskyou to considerthepotentialfor catastrophichumanortechnicalerrorin
theextractionandtransportationof radioactivematerial,andin theproductionof
nuclearpower.

• We stronglysuggestthatthedevelopmentofgenuinelyrenewable,non-fossilfuel
resources,suchassolarandwind power,couldmoresafelycontributeto the
reductionofglobal greenhousegasemissions.We would like topoint out that
uraniumdeposits,like fossil fuel supplies,arefinite, andwill eventuallyrunout.

• Wewould further like to statethat I think theissueofwastemanagementis
inextricablefrom thatof uraniumsupply. Therearecurrentlyno adequate
processesfor thetreatment,disposal,or containmentofnuclearwaste. Uranium
shouldnotbeminedfurtheruntil thereis avalid solutionforlong term,safe,
storageof nuclearwaste.

• Finally, wewould like to expressourconcernat the absenceof Inquiryhearings
from Alice Springsor theCentralAustralianregion. Therearemanypressing
issuesofuraniummining, exploration,andwastedisposalcurrentlyaffectingour
region. Local landholders,residents,traditionalowners,andworkershavemany
concernsto expressregardingtheseissues. We aredisappointedthat the inquiry
prefersto hearfrom corporateinterests,at a distantremovefrom thesitesof
actualimpact.

Thankyou.
SusannaBadyonbehalfof
Alice Action ExecutiveCommittee
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