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SUBMISSION TO CASE STUDY OF STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF
AUSTRALIAN URANIUM RESOURCES

I amopposedto theexportofAustralia’suraniumfor 3 reasons:
1. thecontributionthis makesto theproliferationofnuclearweapons.
2. thecontributionthis makesto anincreasedthreatofnuclearterrorism.
3. thenegativeconsequencesto theworld environmentboth in termsofgreenhouse
gasemissionsandpollution oftheenvironmentwith nuclearwaste(plus theeffectof
nuclearaccidentsandemissionofradioactivematerial).

Thenuclearpowerindustryis inextricablylinked to thedevelopmentof and
proliferationofnuclearweapons.Australianuraniumhashelpedto generatelarge
stockpilesofplutonium,aprimefuel for nuclearweaponseg in Japan.Japancould
manufacturenuclearweaponsin thenearfutureif theyhavenot secretlyalreadydone
so. Theyarelikely to do soif tensionsin theregionescalate.It is not truethatreactor
gradeplutoniumcannotbeusedin nuclearweaponsandit is alsoeasyto enrichthis
plutoniumfurther. Australianuraniumis likely to havebeenusedto createenriched
uraniumin SouthKoreaandin NorthKorea. Uraniumsalesto Chinawill fuel their
expandingnuclearweaponsarsenal,bothdirectlyandby freeingupothersupplies
within Chinafor usein nuclearweapons.We arefuelling anewnucleararmsrace.

Australiansafeguardshavebeenwatereddownfor commercialconsiderationsandare
ineffective. Theyareabook-keepingexercisewhich doesnotensurethat oururanium
doesnotphysicallyendup in nuclearweapons.It is impossibleto keeptrackour
uraniumthroughthenuclearfuel cycle onceit leavesourshores.It is unrealisticto
believethatmaterialderivedfrom oururaniumhasnotbeendivertedinto nuclear
weaponsandwill notbe so in thefuture.

Theincreasedamountsofnuclearmaterialcirculatingin theworld asaresultofour
uraniumexportsincreasesthechancesof terroristsacquiringnuclearmaterial.

Thenuclearindustryis not the solutionto greenhousegasemissions.Theresources
pouredinto trying to expandanuclearpowerindustrycanbeusedmuchmore
effectively to developothernon-pollutingandsustainableenergysourcesandon
energyefficiency. Thedevelopmentofnuclearpoweritself involvestheproduction
ofa largeamountofgreenhousegases.It is anon-efficientpathto reducing
greenhousegases.The sameresourcescanbeusedmuchmoreefficiently to reduce
greenhousegasemissionsby amuchlargeramount.

Thenuclearindustrycreatesaworld-wideunsolvedproblemofaccumulatingnuclear
waste. Theconsequencesof accidentsandthedangerofterroristattackofnuclear
facilitiesplus theacquiringby terroristsofnuclearmaterialmakethis industrya
blight on theworld.

Australiais alreadycontributingto all thesenegativeconsequencesofthenuclear
industrythroughtheexportof its uranium. Expansionofoururaniumexportswould
makeAustraliaoneofthemajorcausesof all theseworld-wideproblemsandshould
thereforenot proceed.
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