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Inquiry intodevelopingAustralia’snon-fossilfuel energyindustry

DearSir/Madam,

I am writing to expressmy supportfor this inquiryon thestrategicimportanceof
Australia’suraniumresourcesandfor a futureinquiry into thebenefitsandrisksof
nuclearpower.

I haveworkedin thenuclearindustryin Australiaandoverseas,andI’m possiblyone
ofthefew Australiansto havedoneso,havingworkedfor PangeaResources,written
athesisonnewLucasHeightsreactor,andspent4 yearswith BritishNuclearFuels.
This experiencehasgivenmeagoodunderstandingofthekeysectorswithin the
industryof nuclearwastedisposal,reprocessing,powergeneration,thedisposalof
nuclearweaponswaste,andcommunicationsandPRin theindustry.

My experienceshaveled meto believethat, whilenuclearpowershouldnot
necessarilybeembracedasthesolesolutionto climatechangeissues,it shouldbe
acceptedandsupportedasan importantpartoftheworld’s energymix.

A numberoffactorshavebroughtaboutachangein theworld’s attitudeto nuclear
power,including:

• Increasedunderstandingofclimatechangeandits relationto fossil fuels
• Negligiblesafetyrisks in newpowerreactors
• Lowercostsofnewpowerreactors,and
• A betterunderstandingandacceptanceofgeologicaldisposalasasolution

to nuclearwastedisposal

Thegrowthofnuclearin theWeststalledin the lateeightiesbutenergysuppliersare
seriouslyconsideringthenuclearoptionagain.Theindustryitselfhassimplybeen
waiting for theright timefor ‘newbuild’ for yearsandanewgenerationofreactors—
moreefficient,cheaper,cleanerandultimatelysafe— havebeenreadyfor sometime.

It is my beliefthat theUS will veryshortlygive thego aheadfor newbuild, perhaps
by theendoftheyear.This shouldproducea snowballeffect in Westerncountries
andnewreactorswill beconsideredfor countriessuchastheUK andGermany.

I don’t necessarilybelievethat Australiarequiresnuclearpower,and I amrealistic
enoughto realisethat only auniquesetofcircumstanceswill drive theoptionforward
overthenexttenyearsor so.It is, however,importantfor Australianot to stickit’s
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headin thesandpretendingthatnuclearpowerdoesn’texist.It doesexist,it is a
growingindustry, it remainsakeypartoftheworld’s energymix, it hasthehighest
safetyrecordof anylargeenergysource,andthebestlookedafterwastein theworld!

In conclusion,thenumberofreactorsworldwideis increasingandis expectedto soon
risesubstantiallyin countriesthathavenotbuilt newreactorsfor years An energy
crisis in thenearfuturemayevenpromptAustraliato wonderwhynuclearwasnever
seriouslyconsidered.All thesedevelopmentsarerelevantto Australia’sconsideration
ofuraniumasa strategicresource.

Sincerely,

PepitaMaiden

Ps.shouldthenuclearpoweroptionbeconsideredfor Australia,might I suggesta
futurecommitteerecommendsPebbleBedModularreactors?I would bemorethan
happyto providefurtherinformationon this oranyotherissueI havediscussedhere.


