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The Strategic Importance of Australia’s Uranium Resources

TheAcademyis pleasedto accepttheinvitation oftheHouseofRepresentativesStanding
Committeeon IndustryandResourcesto makea submissionto their inquiry into theStrategic
ImportanceofAustralia’sUraniumResources.

Theinquiry’s termsofreferencearelargely framedin thecontextoftheexportofuraniumfor use
asfuel in nuclearreactorsusedin thegenerationofelectricity,andthestrategicimplicationsofthis
trade. TheAcademywishesto drawthe attentionoftheStandingCommitteeto theneedfor an
assessmentof theplacethat nuclearpowergenerationmight havein Australia.

TheAustralianGovernment’senergywhite paper(June2004)gaveprideofplaceto coaland
addressedthedevelopmentofgeosequestrationofcarbondioxide asawayofalleviating
greenhousegasemissions.Thepotentialfor reductionin Australia’sgreenhousegasemissions
throughtheuseofnuclearpower,asopposedto coal,is widelydiscussedbut thereis no firm basis
onwhich atechnicalassessmentoftheseenergysources- andarangeofothers- in Australiacanbe
made.

TheAcademybelievesthatit wouldbeprudentofAustraliato explorethelikely contributionthat a
rangeofenergysources,includingnuclearpower,couldmake. A properassessmentwould
consider

• thetechnicalnatureofthesources;
• scientificandeconomicissuesimpingingonthe differenttechnologies;
• thereasonsthatAustraliaand othercountrieshavechosenparticularmixesofsources;
• thetimelinesassociatedwith developmentofnewenergysourcesofanykind; and
• theexternalitiesassociatedwith thetechnologies.

This lastpointis especiallyimportantwhenit comesto comparingdifferent technologies,and
requireslife-cycle analysesofthevariousenergytechnologies.

TheAcademywouldbepleasedto assisttheCommitteein developingareviewofthetypeoutlined
above.
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