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INDUSTRY AND RESOURCES

The Strategic Importance ofAustralia’s Uranium Resources

In responseto thequeriesoutlinedin yourTermsof ReferenceI offer thefollowing
comments;

a, b) Uraniumis no longera strategiccommodity— it is just anothermineral. Uranium
occurrenceis widespreadthroughouttheworld andalthoughAustraliahasamplereserves
theirquarantininghasbeenmadeup for by othersuppliers. Thecurrentboomin uranium
pricesandtheprojecteddemandhasinitiatedarenewedworld wide huntfor uraniumand
previouslyfounduneconomicresourcesarenowconsideredexploitable. New deposits
will be foundandAustralia’senviablepositionwill be degradedovertime

c) Thefanaticalgreenmovementhaschokeduraniumenergyproductionfor the last
50 yearsandthereforemaximized‘global greenhouseemissions’by forcedrelianceon
fossil fuel usage.Futuregenerationswill no doubtlook backatthis greengroupasa
significantcontributorto theozoneholeandglobalwarmingwhentheyhadthepowerto
preventit. ExportingAustralia’suraniumandmovingto uraniumenergyproductionin
Australiawill benefittheworld— thesoonerthis happensthegreaterthebenefit.
Embracinguraniumoncetheclimatehaschangedis not acleverstrategy.

d) Theregulatoryenvironmentfor uraniumis politically orientedandoverzealous.
It pandersto the greenmovementandis notbasedon seriousscienceor logic. Mining of
anyheavymetalhasenvironmentalramifications.Themining industryis alreadyover
regulatedbut it adaptsasbestit can- in uraniumscaseit is swamped.
Theenvironmental/indigenous/regulatory!legal/compensationregimethat engulfsmining
is rapidlyincreasing.We areapproachingtheUSA in this regardwhereseveralstates
haveessentiallybannedmining altogether.I fearthat whathasbeenusedto tie up the
Australianuraniumindustrywill notbe slackenedbut extendedto therestofthe industry.

In regardto otherissuesmentioned;

1) In mining, onegenerationswasteis anotherstreasure.For examplethe
cyanideladentailings at Kalgoorliewereseenasanhorrendoushazardwhen
theywereoriginallyminedbut theyhavesincebeenreworkedfor profit
severaltimesby succeedinggenerations.Uraniumis no differentandtherare
earthrich tailings atMaryKathleenwill be reworkedonedayaswill therare
earthiron rich tailings andwasteat Olympic Dam.
Theorderlyundergroundstorageofnuclearwasteproductswill beafuture
treasuretroveto thecountries/statesthat havethecourageandforesightto be
seenasacurrent‘dumpingground’.

2) Aboriginalpeoplehavebeenshamelesslyusedandabusedby theanti-
developmentlobby. Onceafallaciousideahasbeenimplantedno amountof
discussionwill dissuade.Aboriginesandotherlocal groupsshouldnotbeput
in a positionwheretheycanholdup or blackmailprojectdevelopmentsthat
benefitAustralia. r



3) Radiationmonitoringis essentialbut allowablelevelsshouldbebasedon
multiplesof naturalbackgroundlevels. Expectingamine to haveradiation
levelsbelowbackgroundis ludicrousandis just anothertool to smotherthe
industry. Similarly, asbestoslevelsnearan asbestosmine cannotbeexpected
to be lowerthannaturallevelselsewhere.

4) Regulationby theCommonwealthis unnecessary.Uraniumshouldbe treated
at theStatelevel aswith otherminerals.

5) Infrastructureassistanceis givento mining in manypartsoftheworld sothat
minescanbecompetitivein theworldwidemarketandtherespectivecountry
canreaptherewardsofprimaryproduction.

6) Nuclearplantshavebeenburningsurpluswarheadsfor the last10 yearsand
haveeffectivelybeenmakingtheworldsafer. Nuclearproliferationis still
with usbut it is amajorundertakingfor asmall countryandis monitoredby
theUnitedNationsetc. A moreseriousthreatis perhapsthepurchaseof
completeweaponsfrom corruptex-sovietcountries.
If Australian‘obligateradioactivematerial’ is storedin acentralcontrolled
facility thenthe ‘dirty bomb’ scarecampaignerswill haveto comeupwith a
betterreasonfor disbandingall thingsnuclear.

Thegenerallevel ofunderstandingofradiationandradioactiveprocessesin Australiais
poor. Educationandenlightenmenton nuclearmattersneedsto be addressedatboththe
schoolandgeneralpublic levels.
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