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URANIUM MINING

“We don’t wanturaniumfrom ourcountryhurtingpeoplein othercountries”said

aboriginalsgatheredat Alice Springsto discussuraniummining in 1997.

Thereis a seriousethicalquestionofwhethertherisksofuraniummining canbe
justified, andif sowho will be responsiblefor the compensationof workers,their
families,andmembersofthe publicaffectedby it.

Thehistoryofuraniummining is markedby ahigh incidenceoflung canceramongst
miners,causedby unavoidableinhalationof radioactiveradongas,ahighly
radioactivegasgivenoff by uraniumdeposits.Thereis no ‘safe’ doseof radon. Low
doseionizing radiationmaywell be themostsinglecauseof cancer,birth defectsand
geneticdisorders.Therecannotbea‘safe’ doseofradiation,thereis no ‘safe’
threshold. Knowing this, thenany permittedradiationis apermit to commitmurder.

Minersarealsoexposedto increasedwhole body radiationfrom the oreitself, causing
cancers,sterility, andthe geneticmutationswhich aredetrimentalto thespeciesand
passedon to countlessfuturegenerations..Thecoststo presentand futuregenerations
in pain andsuffering,andcoststo societyin providingforthe unfortunatevictims of
cancerand/orgeneticdiseaseareincalculable.

Uraniummining is morehazardousthanmostformsofmining. Therearefar greater
threatsto the healthofworkersin the industryandthegeneralpublic, problemsof
compensationandlongtermhealthcarefor incapacitatedworkersandoffspringwith
geneticdisease.

URANIUM REFINING

Uraniummilling, whereuraniumore is crushed,ground,anddissolvedin sulphuric
acid,leavesbehindmanyof its radioactivedecayproductsas ‘tailings’, which remain
radioactivefor apredictedquarterofamillion years. Therearesignificanthealth
hazardswith radiationexposureto workersin transport,waterside,seamen,andthe
generalpublic with uraniumoreand yellowcake. Earthmovements,cyclonesand
othernaturaldisasterscoulddamagetailingsdamandallow radiumto escapeinto the
environment.Leakingwatermaycontaminategroundwaterandnearbyrivers asin
NorthernTerritory. Radiumis oneofthemosttoxic substancesknown andapotent
carcinogen.
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ONCOLOGYTHERAPY

Cancerpatientshavebeentreatedfor decadeswith combinationsofpharmaceuticals
andradiotherapyasprescribedby theoncologist.
Therearenowimprovedmethodsavailablewith thecyclotronmachinewhich creates
medicalisotopes. It generateslessthan 10%ofthenuclearwasteproducedby
researchreactors,it cannotproducenuclearweapons,andit is muchsaferthan
researchreactors..For diagnosisthereis magneticresonanceimaging (MRJ),
computerisedtomography(CT) andultrasound. Therearealsochemicaland
biological methodsofdiagnosis.
‘NuclearMedicine’ is awickedmisnomerto persuadepatientsandpublic that
uraniumis essentialfor thetreatmentof cancer,it hascertainlybeenprovedto cause
cancer,andtheterm‘NuclearMedicine’ maybeuniqueto Australia.

NUCLEAR POWER

Nuclearpoweris deadly. It significantly contributesto global warmingandozone
depletion(US EnergyDepartment).In theUS, theenrichmentofuraniumfuel for
nuclearpoweruses93%oftherefrigerantchloroflourocarbon(CFC) gasmade
annually. Globalproductionof CFCis bannedunderthe MontrealProtocalbecause
it is apotentdestroyerofozonein thestratosphere,which protectsusfrom
carcinogeniceffectsofsolarultraviolet light. CFCcompoundsarealsopotentglobal
warmingagents10 to 20,000timesmoreefficientheattrappersthancarbondioxide,
which itself is responsiblefor 50%oftheglobal warmingphenomena.
Nuclearpoweralsocontributesto global carbondioxide production.Hugequantities
offossil fuel areexpendedfor the ‘front end’ ofthenuclearfuel cycle, to construct
themassivereactorbuildingsandcooling towers,andto mine, mill, andenrichthe
uraniumfuel. Uranium eurichmentis aparticularlyenergyintensiveprocess.In the
US, thereactorbuilding mustbedecommissionedafter40 yearsofoperation,taken
apartby remotecontrol,transportedand stored. Nuclearpowerhasgenerated95%of
US high level radioactivewastethusfar.
Nuclearpoweris neithercleanorsafeandit is extremelycostly.

URANIUM WEAPONS

Uraniumweaponsareillegal, immoral,andvery dangerous.In 1996, theWorld
CourtconfirmedthattheprinciplesoftheLaw ofWar applyto nuclearweapons.
Theseprinciplesarethoseof Discrimination,ProportionalityandNeccessity,
Humanity,Neutrality,EnvironmentalSecurityandToxicity. Thusnucleardeterrence
doctrine,which entailsthethreatto usemassiveretaliationto preventanattack,is
simply illegal, andtheuseofnuclearweaponsunderany circumstanceis illegal
becauseofthenatureof theweapons.
Early in 2005, TheUraniumMedicalResearchCentrefield teamwasshockedby the
breadthof publichealthimpactscoincidentwith thedepleteduraniumbombingin
Iraq. A significantportionof thecivilian populationpresentsymptomsconsistent
with internalcontaminationby uranium. Theproblemis not only the long lasting
toxic natureoftheweaponrythat hasbeenusedin Afghanistan,KosovaandIraq for
thepeoplesofthosecountries,but thethousandsofmilitary and otherworkersfrom



manycountriesincludingAustraliawho havespenttime in theaffectedcountries.
This couldbe anenvironmentalandhumandisasterworsethananyeverbefore.

NUCLEAR WASTE

In 2003 the UK governmentappointeda committeeon radioactivewastemanagement
to re-examineall possibilitiesto find apublicly acceptablesolutionto thenuclear
wasteproblem-somethingthatsuccessivegovernmentshavefailedto do for 50 years.
Thegovernment’sadvisorsareconsidering14 options,which includefiring nuclear
wasteinto thesun,placing it in Antarc ice sheetssoit sinksby its ownheatto the
bedrock,orputtingit undertheEarth’s crustso it is suckedto themoltencore.
All optionsaretechnicallypossibleandmanyarepotentiallyhazardous-eitherto
currentgenerationsorthoseyetunborn. Mosthavepolitical drawbacksandare
expensive,around50 billion poundsandcounting. Thecommitteehaspleadedfor an
extensionof time for finding asolutionfor nuclearwastedisposal.

A uraniummine is ahazardlong afterit closes. Any governmentthat allowsuranium
mining andanycompanyinvolvedin it shouldassumeresponsibilityfor the
maintenanceandmonitoringfor thenuclearwastegeneratedfor at leasta quarterofa
million years.

I amtotally opposedto expansionofAustralianuraniummining andstronglybelieve
thatAustralianuraniumbeingminednowshouldbe substantiallyreducedto provide
only theminimumuraniumthat is requiredfor medicalpurposesin Australia,
andAustralia’stradingpartnersthat do nothaveuranium.
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