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24 March 2006

TheHon BronwynBishop MP
P0Box 6022
Houseof Representatives
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT 2600

DearMs Bishop,

RE: 30% CHILD CARE REBATE

I write to you asan Australiantaxpayerwho is amother,workingpart-timewith achild
attendinga local pre-school.Thepre-schoolmy sonattendson thedaysI work is
‘Registered’ rather than ‘Approved’ and, therefore, I will not be assistedby the
FederalGovernment’s30%Child CareRebate.

I havewrittento my FederalMemberon this subjectexpressingmy consternationat
beingexcludedfromthis taxconcessionandsubsequentlyreceivedanunapologetic
responsefrom theTreasurer’sOffice.

Thepremiseof theChild CareRebatewassurelyto providetaxationrelief to young
familieswhereall guardianswereundertakingwork, studyortraining for aminimum
periodper weekmaking child carean essentialexpense.Whatthen shouldit matter
whetherthisbe an approvedor registeredchild careprovider?It shouldbesufficient
that they be licensedto provide child careservices.The taxpayer’s choiceofsupplier
should not affect eligibility for the rebate.

I havesomeunderstandingofthecomplicationswithin thestructure,operationand
fundingof child carewithin Australia.I realisethat thesecomplicationshaveledto the
Child CareRebatelegislationbeingconstructedasit has.

I write to you todayto askthat you pleasepersistin gettingthis issuestraightenedout!
This legislation, as it stands,is going to lead to the inequitable treatment of
Australian taxpayers.The Child Care Rebatewas meantto help working familieswith
thecostof child care.Somefamiliesdon’t deservethathelpmorethanothersbecauseof
the typeofchild careprovidertheychoose.Pleasedo what you canto getyoung families
somehelpwith child carecoststhatcanbe appliedfairly!
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