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From: DannyKingsley
Sent:Thursday,24 February2005 8:44AM
To: Committee,FHS (REPS)

Subject:Submissionto theBalancingWork andFamily committee

I am a motherofayoungson.My husbandworksasa teacherandI amin my secondpart
timeyearof aPhD.Wehaveoursonin carethreedaysa weekthis year.Becauseour
incomelast financialyearwastoo high we did not qualify for any subsidyfor childcare.
My stipendfor studyingthis yearis about$9,000whichworks out to approximately$350
afortnight. Ourbill for childcareis $277perfortnight.

We do notqualify for anygovernmentassistance,oranytaxrelieffor childcare,despiteit
beinganobviousexpensefor usto both ‘work’ (in my case,study). I alsowork about6
hoursaweekasan aerobicsinstructoranddoinggentleexercisefor old andinfirm
people.This is piecemealwork andI would be unableto do it wereit not for mymother
in law who lives locally andcanlook aftermy sonfor shortperiodsof time.Thereis
occasionalcareon offer in the lowerBlueMountains,but it is only for avery limited
time (fourhoursonedaya week),so really is respitecare.

My suggestionsare:

* We shouldnot haveto feel ‘grateful’ for being‘extremelylucky’ to obtainchildcarefor
ourson- thereis an obviousneedfor morechildcareplacesall over Sydney.
* I do not expectchildcaresubsidiesfrom thegovernment,but think that making

childcareatax deduction(eventwentycentsin thedollarwould help)is anobviousway
to addresstheissueofchildcarecost.I ambemusedbythetaxbenefitI receive(about
whichI mustdeclarecompleteconfusion)for stayingathome.Thepriorities ofthe
governmentareskewedin averyregressivedirection.
* In my opinion, the$3000babybonus(for which oursonwasborntoo early) shouldbe
scrapped.Thereal ongoingissueis childcare,not setupcostsfor anewbaby.
* Occasionalcarereallyneedsto be availablefor longerperiodseveryday.Fourhours
onedayaweekis veryrestrictive,andof no help to meat al if my motherin law was
unableto takecareofmy son. I would haveto cancelmy classif thateventuated.The
currentsystemmight provideparentswith sometime out everynowandthen,but I’m not
surethatis thesolemissionof occasionalcare.
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