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ThepeopleofWFA membershiphavechosento adopt. Theydo notfeeltheneedforthechild
to havecomefrom theirbiologicalrootsfor that childto belovedandincludedin theirfamily
totally andunconditionally.

INQUIRY INTO INTER-COUNTRY ADOPTION
Reyresentedby

:

SaudiPetersen(Vice President,Chairof AdoptionSupportSub-Committee- WFA)
AnneSanders(President— WFA)
MorganSmith(Member— ManagementConimiittee- WFA)
MatthewWright-Simon(Member- Adoption SupportCommittee— WFA)

InformationaboutWorld FamiliesAustralia(WFA~
ThepeopleofWFA membershiphavechosento adopt.Theydo notfeeltheneedforthe child to
havecomefrom theirbiological rootsfor thatchild to be lovedandincludedin theirfamily totally
andunconditionally.

WFA hasbeenoperatingasanadoptionsupportgroupsince1972.Theorganisationhasdiverse
membership,with familiesadoptingchildrenof all ages,from manydifferentcountries. WFA also
providesaid andsponsorshipprogramsforchildrenin 11 countries.

Issuesof Concern

1. It is importantthatstatedepartmentshaveapositiveattitudeto
adoptionandadoptionsupportnetworks.We feelthe SA department
is workingtowardsthis goal.

2. Thereisaneedfor authoritiesresponsiblefor adoptionto focuson
unconditionalsupportfor thejourneyto parenthoodratherthansimply
assessmentfor suitability.

3. Theintroductionto communityservicesfor pregnantwomenis not
similarly availableto adoptiveparents.

4. Choosingto createor extenda family throughadoptionis costlyin
comparisonto creatinga family throughbirth.

5. Maternityallowanceshouldcoverall inter-countryadoptedchildren,
notjust thoseundertwo yearsof age.

6. DifferencesbetweenthestatesthatWFA are awareof thatcreate
inequityincludedifferent fee structures,differentadoption
programmesanddifferenteligibility criteria.

7. Immunisationis arequirementfor inter-countryadoption,buta
parentalchoicefor biological children.


