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INFORMATION ON

INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTION

BILATERAL PROGRAM: KOREA

1 Scopeof Intercountry Adoption from Korea

The adoptionprogrambetweenAustraliaandKoreahasledto the largestnumberof
childrenbeingplacedfor intercountryadoptionin Australiasince1991 with atotal of685
adoptionsrepresenting30%ofall intercountryadoptions.
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% of total 31% 22% 29% 32% 34% 31% 28% 29% 26% 26% 32% 36%

• Dataobtainedfrom ‘AdoptionsAustralia’ (AIHW Canberra)

2 OverseasAdoption Processfrom KoreanPerspective

Intercountryadoptionis a sensitiveissuein theKoreansociety. From the commencementof
theprogramtheintentionoftheKoreangovernmentwasto ceaseall intercountryadoption
by theendof 1980. Theprogramwassuspendedin thelate 1980’sbut wasreopenedand
remainsopentoday. TheKoreangovernment’spositionseemsclearthat if all the eligible
childrencanbeadoptedlocally, intercountryadoptionwill becometheexception.

In light ofabove,theAustraliandelegationto Koreain 1978clearlyoutlinedthepositionof
theKoreangovernmentandtheirreluctanceto enterinto anyformalarrangementwith
Australia,in theirreportto thePermanentHeadsofAustralianStateandTerritory Social
WelfareDepartments.

TheKoreanMinistry of HealthandWelfareauthorisedanumberofadoptionagenciesto
facilitatetheadoptionoverseasof Koreanchildren.Eachagencyhasbeenallocatedcertain
countriesof responsibilityandtheEasternSocialWelfareSociety(ESWS)hasbeen
designatedastheonly agencyauthorisedto handleKorean- Australianadoptions.ESWS
(formerlytheDLMFAP) wasestablishedin 1972by Dr Kim anddealswith domestic,local
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and intercountryadoptionsaswell asanumberofotherchild welfareand educational
relatedprograms. It supportsanumberofchild welfareinstitutionsandfosterhomes
throughoutthecountry. Orphanagesandfosterhomesareof ahigh standard.

3 Adoption Processand Requirementsin Korea

Koreanadoptionprocessesarestrictly regulated. NSWhasresponsibilityfor theprogram
betweenAustraliaandKoreain relationto policy andlegal requirements.

Theacceptanceofadoptionfiles is doneon aquotasystemandeachyearESWSinvites
Australiato senda specificnumberof adoptionapplications.This numberis then
distributedequitablybetweentheStatesandTerritorieson apercapitabasis.

TheKoreanrequirementsfor adoptiveparentsareasfollows:

3.1 Eligibility for Adopter

1. The couplemustbeapprovedby theadoptionauthorityofyourstate.
2. Thecouplemusthavesufficient incomefor thesupportoftheiradoptedchild. They

cannotearnlessthan$30 000 US (around$39 000AUD)
3. Thecouplemustnot employtheiradoptedchild in hardlabour,menialjobsorother

occupationwhichmight bringaboutaviolation ofhumanrights.
4. Thecouplemustgive theirchild religiousfreedomandprovideeverysupportand

educationsothatthechild canbeadoptedasamemberof society.
5. All thereligion oftheadoptiveparentsshouldbe admitted.
6. Generallyapplicantsmustbeat least20 yearsolderthenthechild to beadoptedbut

no morethen44 yearsage3difference.
7. Theagegapbetweentheadoptivemotherand fathershouldbeno morethen10

years.
8. Theadoptiveparentsshouldbebetweentheageof25 & 44 yearsat thetime the

applicationgoesto Korea. Theycanbe44 yearsandthreemonthsif it is a second
application.

9. Generallycoupleswho have5 ormoredependentchildrenareineligible
10. Thecouplemusthavebeenmarriedto eachotherfor aminimumofthreeyearsat the

time ofapplication.
11. If thecouplewould like to adoptanotherchild, theyshouldselectachild whoseage

gapbetweenthecouple’schildren,includingthechild who hasalreadybeenadopted,
is morethen2 years.

12. Familesin whichtheadoptivemotheris pregnantarenot accepted.

3.2 Otherrequirementsandnotes

• Strict weightrequirementsfor applicantsapply.Healthrequirementsalso apply.
• Theadoptiveparentsmustbe44 yearsof ageandthereforenotreachedtheir

45
th

birthdaybeforetheytravel to Koreato takecustodyoftheirchild.
• Singleapplicantsarenotaccepted.
• Thereareno infertility requirements.
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• Thereareno requirementsfor applicantsto beaparticularreligion ornationality.One
parentmusthaveAustraliancitizenship.

• Any criminal recordmustbefurnished.
• After theadoptionhasbeenfinalisedESWSrequiresacopyoftheadoptionorderand

evidenceof citizenship.

4 Other Information

Children needingfamily placement
Childrenareagedbetween0 -12monthsand applicantsareexpectedto accepta child of
eithersex. In the lasttwo yearstherehasbeenmanymoreboysallocatedthangirls.
Length of Stay in Country
A minimumof5 -7 working daysis expected.
Postplacementssupervision
2 Quarterlyreportsandreport for Court to finalise adoption.
Contact with biological parents
ESWSwill keeppostadoptionorderinformationaboutchild on file for birthparentsto
access.
Postadoption contactarrangements
ESWS facilitatespostadoptionservices(feesapply).Theywill assistwith non-identifying
exchangeofinformationandbr photosbetweenbirth families/fosterfamiliesandadoptive
parents.Theyhavealsoassistedwith family reunions.All postadoptionenquiresmustbe
transmittedbetweenagencyto agencynot by individuals.
Feesand Costs
Legal,Placementandcommunicationsfees
USD $6 000.00
Compulsorycontributionto ESWS
US$2 500
Total: US$8500

5 Complianceof program with HagueConvention principles and standards.

Theprogramis largelycompliantwith theprinciplesandstandardsoftheHagueConvention
andis a very effectiveandwell organisedprogram. ESWSis veryresponsiveto any
requestsfor anytypeofadoptioninformationbe it preorpostandmaintainexcellent
communicationchannelswith Australia. They arealsoclear i•n theirpositionregarding
contactoccumngat governmentlevel andapplicantsarenot to contactthemdirectly.
ESWSindicatesadoptionin Koreais ‘child-centred’ratherthen‘adult-centred’(ie theneeds
andbestinterestsofthechild arethemostimportant).Literatureprovidedfrom Korea,such
asthebookoutlining theprocessin Koreaandincludinganumberofphotographsofthe
adoptiveprocess,showsa well-balancedapproachto adoptionin showingtheimpactofthe
adoptionprocessfrom theperspectiveofbirth parentsaswell.

A numberoftheprinciplesand standardsof theHagueConventionandhow theyare
reflectedin theKoreanprogramareasfollows:
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5.1 Establishingthatthe child is adoptable.

A well-documentedprocessis in placein Koreato establishthechild is adoptable.After the
child is relinquished,ESWS takesover thewardship/guardianshipofthechild with the
interactionofthe SeoulFamilyAffairs Courtand ChiefoftheWardOffice establishesthat
thechild is adoptablewith documentaryevidenceofthis. Informationis providedto
Australiain admissiondetailsofthestandardreportthey issue. Admissiondetailsoutline
how themothercameto relinquishthechild.

5.2 IntercountryAdoptionshouldonly beconsideredif a suitablefamily cannotbe
found in theStateofOrigin.

As discussedelsewherein this paper,domestic/localadoptionis thepriority andESWS are
involved in local adoptionalso. Thereis thestrongfocusthatchildrenshouldremainin
Koreaif at all possible. TheKoreanauthoritiesareseento bevery sensitiveabouttheissue
of intercountryadoptionandthepossibilitythat othercountriesmight think thatKorea
cannotlook afterits own children.It seemsclearthatshouldtherebeenoughfamiliesin
Koreafor all availablechildrenfor adoption,the intercountryprogramwill cease.
Incentivesare alsoofferedto families in Koreato adopt. Earlierpapersabouttheprocess
indicatethatcountriesfor which Koreaenteredinto arrangementsfor intercountryadoption
werechosenbecauseoftheirdiversityandmulticulturalismsothattheheritageand
backgroundofthechildrenwould be themostlikely to beacceptedandsupported.

5.3 That all thenecessaryandappropriateconsentsto theadoptionhavebeenobtained
andgivenfreelywithout inducementofany kind. Theabduction,saleand
trafficking ofchildren mustnotbepermitted.

Adoption is strictly regulatedin Koreaandprivatearrangementsfor intercountryadoption
arepreventedthroughthis strict regulationandtightpassportcontrolsetc.

It is illegal to relinquishchildrenin Koreaif you aremarriedand thereareculturalpressures
placedon unwedmothers.

Consentsby thebirthmotherto the adoptionaregivenin writing andthis signedconsentis
alwaysreferredto in theallocationpapers.

An interestingissueraisedis that birth mother’shaveto sign thepassportapplicationsforthe
adoptivechild to leavethecountry- eventhoughESWSis theallocatedguardianofthe
child.

Counsellingis providedto themothers(andreferredto within the feebreakdown)and
ESWSprovidesahomefor pregnantwomen.Therearealsosometrainingprogramsto
assistmothersto keeptheirchildren.
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5.4 No improperfinancial gain is to be obtainedfrom Intercountry adoption.

Thefeesimposedby ESWS arereasonableandtransparent.A clearbreakdownis provided
for thefees.Thefeesareasetamountfor eachchild irrespectiveofwhetherthechild has
any specialneeds,extramedicalreportsarerequiredetc. Thefeesimposedarein line with
theamountchargedby othercountries.

5.5 Preserveinformation on the child’s originsandensureaccessto that information.

In additionto anexcellentreporton thechild’s backgroundandoriginsbeingprovidedat
allocation,Koreaprovidesa verygoodpostadoptioninformationservice. Files canbe
accessedby thechild afterage13 with thepermissionoftheiradoptiveparents.ESWS will
keepinformation,photos,lettersetcsentby child/adoptiveparentson file in casea requestis
madeby thebirth family or fosterfamily. Theyhaveestablisheda separatepostadoption
division to maintainthesefiles anddealwith requests.

Oneissueraisedis thatESWSmayhaveletters,gifts, photosetcon file from thebirth
family, which is notautomaticallyprovided.Adoptedchild/parentsneedto specifically
requestthis.

5.6 Ensureadequateinformation anda backgroundreport on the child isprovided(in
accordancewith thetermsofArticle 16ofthe Convention).

Koreaprovidesexcellentsubstantivereportson childrento beadoptedprior to acceptanceof
allocation. Thereportsareconsistentin standardfor eachchild. Thereportsinclude
medicalinformation,lab results,photos,historyofbirth (ie term/weight)andinformationon
themother’shealthandanydrugsetctakenduringpregnancy.

Thereportsincludeasocialhistorywith all knowndetailsregardingtheparents,how they
met, the fatherofthechild, grandparentsetc. Thereportsincludesomeinformationon the
mother’sreasonsforrelinquishingthechild. Thereportsalsoprovideinformationand
photosof thechild with thefosterfamily.

Theyprovidean excellentoutlineofthechild’s routine,sleepingandeatinghabitsetcas
well asgooddevelopmentalinformationon thebaby.

Koreaundertakesmonthlymedicalreportspostallocation,prior to theapplicantstravelling
andwill adviseto delaytravel if anyproblemsarise. Thefosterplacementsarealsoclosely
supervised.

Theoneareafor improvementidentifiedwouldbe for ESWSto obtainandprovidemore
informationregardingthebirth mother/fatherandextendedfamily. Includingmorepersonal
informationon themother,likes,dislikes,morecomprehensivereasonsfor giving up the
child etc. More importantly, theprovisionofa photoofthebirth motheris identifiedas
somethingimportantthat is rarelyprovided. ESWSdoesprovideahigh level of information
in relationto otheroverseasprograms.
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6 Summary

TheNSW IntercountryAdoptionSupportOrganisationASIAC (AustralianSocietyfor
IntercountryAid for Children)assistsprospectiveadoptiveparentswith cultural issues
associatedwith adoptingachild from overseasandfurther informationonwhathappens
during an applicant’strip to collecta child from Koreafor anyapplicantswishingto adopt
from Korea. Theyalsoprovidearangeofsupportservicesafterparentsarrivehome-like
playgroups,culturaldaysetc. Therearegroupslike this in otherAustralianStatesand
Territories.

TheKoreanbi-lateralprogramis consideredto runverysmoothlyandeffectivelywithout
anymajorconcernsor issues.Theyinform NSW attheendofeveryyearhowmanyfiles
theywill needfor thenextcalendaryear. Theyrequested100 files from Australiafor 2005.

Somecurrentconcernsby parentsarethelengtheningtimeframesfor allocationandnewsto
travel. A relatedissueis that theKoreangovernmentlimit thenumberof exit visasthey
issuefor adoptedchildrenper year. Oftenchildrenwho areallocatedlater in theyearhave
to wait till thenewyearuntil theycantravel to bewith theirparents.Parentsbecome
anxiousaboutthis andrightly so. It is importantthatchildrenareableto bewith theirnew
parentsassoonaspossible.NSWhavealwayscontactedtheagencyregardingthis on
requestofparentsbut receivetheanswerthat theagencyhasno control overexit visas.
NSW hasrecentlywrittenKoreato askaboutthecurrenttimeframesandwill distributethis
informationwhenreceived.

NSW CentralAuthority
October2005
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