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TO MEMBERS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON FAMILY AND
HUMAN SERVICES

:

COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY INTO ADOPTION OF
CHILDREN FROM OVERSEAS

.

How can the Australian Government better assistAustralians who are adopting
or have adoptedchildren from overseascountries?

OVERVIEW

Most important considerationsfor the Australian Government

• Focusmustbeon a needychild cominginto a family. All childrenhavea right
togrowup in a naturalfamily of father& mother.Adoptionshouldalwaysbe
aboutlookingafterthegoodandrightsofchildren,andnotthe supposed
“rights” of thosewho wish to adopt.

• Thebestinterestsof the child shouldalwaysbetheprimeconsideration.

General considerationsre2ardin2 the adoption process

:

• Eliminationof deadtime.More staff, moreresources,moreefficientuseof
timeto substantiallyshortenthepreadoptionprocess.

• Focusonissuesrelevantto intercountryadoption,otherwisemoretimeis
wasted.

• Establishopentwo waychannelsofcommunicationto eliminatestressand
isolation.Commoncourtesyis essential.

• Shorteningpostallocationtimeby eliminatingpotentialproblems.
• Avoidanceofjudgementalattitudes.
• Eliminationofduplicationfor thoseparentsadoptinganotherchild.
• PublicEducationto significantly improveattitudestowardsadoptionin order

to overcomeunfortunatenegativeconnotations.Adoptionshouldbeconsidered
a ~enuine,honourable and esteemedoption

.

• Accountability.Let’s raisethestandards!
• Considerationby wayof tax deductions/rebatestowardsthehugefinancial

burdenofadoptiveparents.This needsto be inclusive of a family’s current
and previous adoption.


