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SENATOR THE HON KAY PATTERSON
Minister for Family and CommunityServices

Minister Assistingthe Prime Minister for Women’sIssues

TheHonBronwynBishopMP 11 MA~ ~

Chainnan
StandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices
ParliamentHouse _________ SUBMISSION NO. 186
CanberraACT 2600 AUTHORISED: /E-06 .~S

DearM~i~hop

Re: Inquiry into the adoption of children from overseas

Thankyou foryour letterof25 February2005 askingmy Departmentto provideasubmission
for theInquiry into theAdoptionofChildrenfrom Overseas.Formy portfolio therelevant
partoftheInquiry’s termsofreferenceis theexaminationofany inconsistenciesbetweenthe
benefitsandentitlementsprovidedto familieswith theirownbirth childrenandthose
providedto familieswho haveadoptedchildrenfrom overseas.

In relationto this I ampleasedto saythereareno inconsistencies.All families,irrespective
ofwhethertheirdependentchild is adoptedor theirown throughbirth, maybe eligible for
family assistancepaymentsincluding:Family TaxBenefit (FTB) A, FTB B, Maternity
ImmunisationAllowanceandMaternity Payment(AttachmentA).

Therehavebeensomerecentchangesto Maternity Paymentwhichwill be ofinterestto the
Committee.

As partofthe2005-06Budget,theGovernmenthasextendedtheagelimit for eligibility in
r~saLnO~ ~ au.~ptcd~1 ~ ~ ~hildr~n.From 1 July 2005,familiesofadoptedchildrenWjli be eligib~
forMaternity Paymentwhere:

• thechild is bornin Australiaandis undertwo yearsofage;or

• thechild is bornoverseas,is undertwo yearsofageandentersAustraliabeforehis or
her secondbirthday.

This measurerecognisesthatmostoverseasadoptionsinvolve childrenovertheageof 26
weeks,andthatthefamilieswho adoptchildrenwho areundertwo yearsof age,facesimilar
costsandworkforceconstraintsto familieswith newbornbabies.Accordingto 2004
statisticscollectedby theAustralianInstituteofHealthandWelfare,themeasurewill ensure
MaternityPaymentis availableto morethan70 percentofoverseaschildrenadoptedby
Australianfamilies,mostof whom arenotcurrentlyeligible.
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Themeasurewill bebackdatedto include childrenwho wereadoptedonor after1 July 2004,
which is thedateMaternityPaymentwasintroduced.

I trustthis informationis helpfulto theCommitteeandlook forwardto receivingthe
outcomesof theCommittee’sdeliberationsin duecourse.

Yourssincerely

/

SenatorKayPatterson
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Attachment A

Family assistancepaymentsat 1 July 2005

Family Tax BenefitPart A

Purpose

• Designedto helpfamilieswith thecostsofchildrenandis assessedon
combinedfamily income.

Eligibility

• Paidfor eachdependentchild under21 years;OR
• A qualifying dependentfull-time studentaged21 to 24years
• Must be an Australianresident;OR
• A holderof aqualifying visa
• No assetstest
• Total family incomecanbe:

o up to $32,485beforepaymentrateaffected;and
o up to $87,758beforefortnightly paymentsstop(with onechild under

18 years);and
o $89,803beforeannualentitlementceases(with onechild under18

years).

Rates*

• Baserate
o $1,733.75($42.98perfortnight plus the$613.20perchild FTB Part A

Supplementpaid at reconciliation) wherethechild is agedup to 17
years);

o $2,120.65($57.82perfortnight plus the$613.20perchild FTB PartA
Supplementpaidat reconciliation)wherethechild is aged18 to 24
years.

• Maximum rates

o $4,095.30($133.56perfortnight plus the$613.20perchild FTB
• PartA Supplementpaidat reconciliation)wherethechild is aged
under13 years;and

o $5,029.70($169.40perfortnight plus the$613.20perchild FTB
PartA Supplementpaidat reconciliation)wherethechild is aged
between13 and 15 years.



Attachment A
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Family Tax BenefitPart B

Purpose

• Designedto provideextrahelpfor familieswith onemain income. The
paymentis perfamily, basedon theageof theyoungestchild andis assessed
accordingto the incomeof afamily’s lower incomeeamer.

Eligiblity

• dependentchild agedunder16 years;OR
• aqualifyingdependentfull-time studentup to theageof 18 years
• residencyrequirementasfor Family Tax BenefitPartA
• no assetstest
• lower incomeearnercanearn:

o $4,000without affectingtheir entitlement. Earningsabove$4,000
reduceentitlementby 20 centsfor eachdollarearnedoverthisamount
(with someentitlementforincomeup to $18,947annually);and

o $18,947annuallybeforeentitlementceaseswheretheyoungestchild is
underfive years;and

o $14,421annuallybeforeentitlementceaseswheretheyoungestchild is
agedfive to eighteenyears.

Rates*
• maximum rate

o $2 989.35($114.66perfortnight )wheretheyoungestchild is under
five years;and

o $2,084.15($79.94per fortnight)wheretheyoungestchild is agedfive
to eighteenyears.

Maternity Immunisation Allowance

Purpose

• Maternity ImmunisationAllowanceis aone-offpaymentto encourageparents

to immunisetheir children

Eligibility

• childrenwhohavebeenfully immunisedat or after 18 months,butbeforetheir
secondbirthday. Eligibility canbe assessedwhenachild is agedbetween18
and24 monthsandhasbeenfully immunised.

• no incometestapplies

Rate*

• • aone-offpaymentof $216.18



Attachment A

Maternity Payment

Purpose

• recognisestheextracostsassociatedwith thebirth oradoptionof achild.

Eligibility

• birthparentofa baby;OR
• adoptiveparentof achild who hasbeenentrustedto theircarebeforethechild

is 2 yearsof age;
• birthparentsmustclaim within 26 weeksof theirchild’s birth; OR
• adoptiveparentof a locallyadoptedchild mustclaim within 26 weeksof the

child cominginto theircare;
• adoptiveparentof an overseasadoptedchild mustclaimwithin 26 weeksof

thechild enteringthecountry,on theprovisionthechild waslessthantwo
yearsof agewhenplacedin their care;and

• dependentchild requirementsfor Family TaxBenefitmustbe metwithin 13
weeksof thechild beingentrustedto theclaimant’scare.

Rate*

• aone-offpaymentof $3079
* At 1 March 2005


