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TheSecretary
StandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices
Inquiry into AdoptionofChildrenfrom Overseas

DearMembers

I would like to drawto theCommittee’sattentionanissueof relevanceto adoptive
parentsof childrenbornin Taiwan. I amaparentofbeautifultwin boysadoptedfrom
Taiwanin 2004-theywereallocatedto myhusbandandI at4 weeksofagein May2004,
andwetravelledto Taipeito meetoursonsandreturnto Australiain earlyDecember
2004 - whentheywere6 monthsofage.

It hascometo theattentionofparentsadoptingfrom Taiwanthat theNetherlandsallows
Taiwanesebabiestojoin theiradoptivefamiliesapproximately4-6weeksearlierthanis
thecasefor Australianfamilies.

Theaverageperiodofwaiting from allocationuntil travelhome,for an Australian
adoptedchild in Taiwan,is about23 weeks.During this time, thecaseis appliedto the
SupremeCourt, theFamily Court andtheChild WelfareFoundation.TheChild Welfare
Foundationevaluatesthesuitabilityoftheadoptiveparents,interviewstherelinquishing
parent/parentsandmakesa recommendationto theFamily Courtjudge.After thecase
hasbeenapprovedby theCWF, therelinquishingparentspersonallyappearin theFamily
Court andsubmitawaiverof theirright to appealthedecision.TheFamily Courtjudge,
beingin agreementthat theadoptionis in thebestinterestofthechild, issuestheInitial
Court Decree4 - 6 weekslater.

Dutchauthoritiesallow childrenplacedwith Dutchcouplesto travelhometo bewith
theirfamiliesatthis stageoftheprocess— whentheInitial CourtDecreehasbeenissued.

Australianauthorities,however,do not issueavisa for thechild to travel until a further4
to 6 weeks- whentheFinal Decreeis grantedandthedocumentshavebeentranslated.

Theearliervisaapprovalfor Dutch families is basedon theapprovalofadoptiveparents
from theDutchauthorities,theirpermissionto adoptbeinggrantedby theMinistry of
Justicein theNetherlands.This, alongwith thechild’s nameanddateofbirth, is sentto
theDutchTradeOffice in Taipeithroughofficial channels.

ChristianSalvationService(theagencyin Taiwan)includesacopyoftheInitial Court
Decreeandthechild’s householdregistrywith thevisa application.Thevisa is issuedand
thechild maytravel with theunderstandingthat all adoptiondocumentsandtranslations



will be sentto theadoptiveparentsandmadeavailableto theDutchauthoritieswithin six
monthsofthechild’s arrival in Holland.

ChristianSalvationServiceinformsthebirth family ofthechild’s plannedtravel andthe
birth parentsconfirmtheirunderstandingthatthechild will beleavingTaiwan.As in
Australia,Dutchadoptionsarefinalised 12 monthsafterthechild hasbeenplacedwith
thefamily.

It is my understandingthat theAustralianCommerceandIndustryOffice in Taiwanuse
theadoptiondocumentsto verify thechild’s eligibility to departfrom Taiwanlegally.

I would like to suggestto this Inquiry that otherdocumentationbeused,suchasthe
Initial CourtDecreeandanAffidavit of releasefor travel from therelinquishingparent.

If, like theDutchauthorities,theFederalGovernmentis ableto authoriseAustralian
childrento travel hometo be unitedwith theiradoptivefamily aftertheInitial Decreehas
beengranted,therewouldbemanybenefitsfor thesechildren.

As theCommitteeis no doubtaware,theearlierthatchildrencanattachto theiradopted
parentsthebetter. I asktheCommitteeto exploreoptionswhichwould enableAustralian
immigrationrequirementsto be fulfilled and allow adoptedchildrento beunitedwith
theirAustralianadoptiveparentsattheearliestpossibletime.

Thankyou for theopportunityto comment.

Yourssincerely
Kerri Weeks


