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The Secretaryofthe Committee
Standing Committeeon Family & Human Services
Parliament HouseCanberra

Inquiry into Adoption ofChildren from Overseas

Via email: flis.reps(~aph.r~ov.au

Re:Parliamentary Inquiry into Intercountry Adoptions and how the Australian
Governmentcan better assistAustralian families who have or are adopting from
overseas.

As intercountryadoptiveparentsof adultadopteeswewishto makecommenton a
numberofaspectsof theprocessandprocedurein relationto intercountryadoption.

Inconsistenciesbetweenthe Stateand Territory approval processesfor overseas
adoptions.

BetweentheStatesandTerritoriesofAustralia,thereis quite avariationin criteriain
relationto applicants.A numberofthesevariantsare:

1. Variationofupperageofchildrenpermittedto be adopted— e.g.Queensland
5 yearsandVictoria 9 years— We supporttheVictorianGovernmentsupper
ageof9 years,forthosewishingto adoptan olderchild, beinggivenspecial
considerationwhereappropriate.Often in theplacementofa sibling group
theageoftheolderchild shouldbe takeninto accountassiblingscannot
underanycircumstancesbe separated.

2. Ageof applicants(e.g.in Victoria thereis no upperagelimit)

3. Not all Statesworkwith thesamecountrieswhich cancauseconflict for some
adoptiveparents,it hasbeenknown,for adoptiveparentsto moveto another
Stateto enablethemto adoptfrom theircountryofchoice.Examplesare,if
living in Queenslandyou areunableto adoptfrom Lithuaniaor in New South
WalestheDepartmentofCommunityServicesadvisescouplesthatIndiais
notavailable.

4. Theeducation,assessmentandapprovalprocessesalsovarygreatlyfrom
Stateto State.We supportthat theseprocessesshouldbestandardised
throughoutAustralia,this couldbeachievedwith inputfrom eachStateand
TerritoryDepartmentandkeymembersof AdoptionSupportGroups,who
havetheknowledgeandexpertise.We do recognizethat eachStateand



Territory havetheirown laws,but it wouldbeofgreatbenefit to thosein
Australiaandoverseasif therewasstandardisation.

5. Whilst Australiais a signatoryto theHagueConventionandadoptionstake
placebetweenHaguecountrieswherethereis an agreement,adoptionshould
alsobeavailablewith countieswhoarenotsignatoriestotheHague
Conventionif therearechildrenwhoarein needof afamily. Thereis awide
gapin knowledgeofDepartmentalstaffandtheir socialworkersin relationto
theoverseasprograms,laws,guidelinesandculturalaspects.

6. Time framesfor expressionsof interest,submissionof applicationand
assessmentvaryconsiderablyfrom Stateto State.In Victoriatheaverageis
l2mthsbut in Queenslandit is between3-5 years.

7. Thefeespaidfor “service” vary from Stateto State.New SouthWales,last
year,increasedtheirfeesto $9000.00buthavenot increasedstafforthelevel
ofservice.It is mostimportantthat therebe equalityin servicebetweenall
StatesandTerritoryDepartments.High feesbring an expectationofahigh P
service,this from our experience,is notbeingmet.Also,with “feefor
service”,thereis anexpectationfrom theapplicantthat therewill beand
shouldbeapositiveoutcome,achild, attheendof theprocess.Thismaynot
necessarilybe thecase.

Inconsistenciesbetweenthebenefits and entitlements provided to families with their
own birth children and thoseprovided to familieswho have adoptedfrom overseas.

Maternity Allowance: Dueto thelawsof sendingcountries,childrenarevery
rarelyplacedfor adoptionundertheageof26 weeks,therefore,bycurrently
havingthis guidelinefor this Allowanceintercountryparentsare
discriminatedagainst.ALL adoptiveparentsboth local andoverseasshould
beentitledto theMaternityAllowanceno matterwhattheageof thechild or
children ( eg siblings)placedwith them.

2. Medicarerebates: Thereis no medicalrebatefor anymedicaltestsrequired
by Australianlaw, whereasbirth familiescanclaim all medicaltestrebatesfor
bothmotherandchild. Intercountryadoptiveparentsshouldbeentiltledto full
Medicarerebates.

3. Intercountryadoptiveparentspaythefull fee to DIMEA whenapplyingfor
theirchild to cometo Australia.Theworkloadfor adoptivechildrenis much
lessthanothermigrantapplications,we would like to seeDIMEA createa
specialcategoryfor adoptivechildrenandalsoareducedratewhenthereis a
sibling application.



4. FamilyAssistance:Adoptiveparentsshouldbeentitledto claim Family
Assistancefrom thedatetheyaccepttheirallocation,asbirth familiescan
claim this from thetime theygivebirth. Partofthefeestructurethat families
payon acceptanceofan allocationis for themaintenanceandcareoftheir
child.

5. Intercountryadoptiveparentspay feesto be assessedfor adoption,whereas
Local applicantsdo notpayfeesat all. Wefeel that this is discriminatory.
ThosewhochooseIVF canclaimMedicareandfosterparentsreceivean
allowance.

We supporttheParliamentaryInquiry into IntercountryAdoptionsandappreciatethe
opportunityto beableto expressouropinions.

In writing this submissionwehavereflectedonourexperiencesandknowledgegainedas
adoptiveparentsfor thelast25 years.We havebothbeenandare,extremelyactivein the
parentsupportgroupsin establishingprogramsoverseasandliasingwith relevant
authoritiesbothin AustraliaandOverseas.

Glenys Gayfer Marilyn Nagesh

ICARN PhilippineProgramManager ICARN IndianProgramManager


