
SUBMISSION NO. 151
AUTHORISED: . 04 O~ ~

3O~April 2005

To theStandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices
ParliamentHouse
Canberra
Via email

Re: Parliamentaryenquiryinto intercountryadoptionsandhowtheAustralian
governmentcanbetterassistAustralianfamilieswho areplanningto or have
adoptedfrom overseas.

DearCommitteeMembers

My husbandandI arein theprocessofadoptingachild from China.During theprocessit
hascometo ourattentionthat therearesomesubstantialinequalitieswhichdisadvantage
adoptingparentsofchildrenfrom overseas,asopposedto bothbirth parentsandlocal
adoptions.

Giventhebenefitsto Australiaof agrowingpopulationalreadyarticulatedby Ministers
within theFederalGovernmentit seemscontradictoryto penalizeanddisadvantage
peoplewilling andreadyto contributeto achievingthis aim whenthiscouldbeavoided
thoughlegislation.

InparticularI drawyourattentionto the inequitieswith regardto theMaternityPayment.
SinceJuly 2004 aMaternitypaymentof $3000wasallocatedto all familiesproducinga
child viabirth, local adoptionoran adoptionwhereinthechild cameinto afamilyunder
theageof 26 weeks.

Therequirementsoftheadoptionprocesswhichareto be met accordingto theChinese
governmentmeanthatit is totallyunlikely thata child undertheageof26 weekswill be
allocatedto anyAustralianfamily. Childrenfrom Chinaarenotavailablefor adoption
undertheageof 6 months.Hencethereis an automaticdisqualificationof families
pursuingtheadoptionof achild from ChinaundercurrentAustralianlegislation.

Eventhoughtherehasbeenpublicdiscussionrecentlythat theFederalGovernmentis
consideringraisingtheagelimit of eligibility to receivetheMaternityPayment,this will
not bealogical noran equitablesolution.



TheMaternityPaymentis deemedto be to assistfamiliesin meetingthefinancialneeds
during thecircumstancesof havinganewfamily memberenterafamily. Its provision
assistsfamilieswhereoneparentmustleavework for aperiod(compulsoryin Victoria
for 12 months).It is alsowell documentedthat thereis no lesseningof afinancialburden
if achild comesinto afamily atan olderage.Logicwouldsuggestthatit is in factlikely
to be morecostlynot less.
HenceI recommendthat theFederalGovernmentabolishtheagelimit for eligibility for
MaternityLeave.
After all, thewelfare,careandconsiderationofthechild, no matterat what agetheyform
afamily, shouldbethemajordeterminingfactorofallocatingaMaternityPayment.

Giventhesmallnumberof intercountryadoptionsin Australiait is ofminimal costto the
Governmentto abolishtheagelimit imposedon intercountryadoptionsin orderto
qualify’ for MaternityLeave.It wouldgivetheparentsof thesechildrenarealsenseof
supportandequityaswepursueouraim ofmakinga family - aswehavebeen
encouragedto do by theFederalGovernment.

Sincerely

JuliePinkham

Victoria~


