
Friday,April 22,2005
Secretary,
Inquiry into Adoptionof Childrenfrom Overseas,
HouseofRepresentatives,
ParliamentHouse, SUBMISSION NO. 97
CanberraACT 2600 AUTHORISED:.V$ OS OS ~

DearSecretaryandCommitteeMembers,

My husbandandI aretheparentsof8 childrencurrentlyaged23 to 10 years. Two
daughterswerebornto us,andfive sonsandadaughterwere adoptedfrom Korea,
TaiwanandIndia. Ouradoptedchildrenjoinedour family as:

• a sonaged5 monthsfrom Koreain 1989,
• a sonaged2 years6 monthsfrom Taiwanin 1991,
• two brothersagedmaybe10 and5 yearsfrom Indiain 1995,
• abrotherandsisteraged5 and3 yearsfrom Indiain 1998

I havebeenaconunitteememberoftheAdoptiveFamiliesAssociationoftheACT Inc.
for 18 years,holdingthepositionsofSecretary,Vice-PresidentandPresident.I amno
longeracommitteememberbutcontinueactiveinvolvementin theintercountryadoption
communitythroughmembershipoftheAFA andmyroleasaspeakerandgroup
facilitatorat educationseminarsrunby theACT governmentAdoptionUnit.

Thishistoryhasgivenmetheopportunityto watchtheevolutionoftheintercountry
adoptionprogramin theACT andcompareit with practicein otherstates. I feel the
ACT nowhasapositive,productiveAdoptionUnit staffedby professionalswhohavea
commitmentto thebestinterestsof childrenin needoffamiliesandthosefamiliesthat
adoptthem. OurAdoptionUnit is friendly, accessible,andstaffedby dedicatedworkers
who do thebesttheycanwith availableresources.This meansthatfaniilies in theACT
interestedin adoptingachild from overseascanexpectacourteousreceptionandas
timely serviceasis possible.

Thishasnotalwaysbeenthecase,andit isnotthecurrentsituationin manystatesof
Australia. I havetwo sisterswho havealsoadoptedchildrenfrom overseas(ten ofmy
mother’stwentygrandchildrenareintercountryadoptees)andmysisterin Queensland
hashadto battleobstaclesin heradoptionthatmy other(ACT-based)sisterandI
avoided. I canalsolook backat theadoptionsofour first childrenandseehowmuch
moreuser-friendlyandtimely thecurrentACT processis thantheoneweencountered
whenwe first appliedto adoptin 1988.

In the1980sandearly1990sI woulddescribetheintercountryadoptionprocessin the
ACT asadversarial.The AdoptionUnit at thattime seemedto considerits primaryrole
wasto act asa gate-keeperandobstacleto theadoptionofchildrenfrom overseas.
Applicantscouldnotview theirhomestudyreportsandwerekeptwaiting aprotracted
time to starttheapplicationprocess.Our familyhadto wait 22 monthsfrom application
to beginourhomestudyprocessfor our first adoption,whereasthis is now started,and
completed,in well undera year. The relationshipbetweentheAdoptiveFamilies
AssociationandtheACT AdoptionUnit wasunfriendlyat thattime, andwewereseenas
havingopposingpositionson thewelfareofchildren. If familieslater encountered
challengesin parentingtheirchildren,notanuncommonfeaturegiventhetrauma,
neglectandabusemanyofourchildrenhavesuffered,thelast placetheywouldhave
turnedfor helpwouldhavebeenourAdoptionUnit.



Following yearsof complaintsandahostilerelationshipbetweenourorganisations,
changesofstaffandprogressionofattitudeledto asignificantimprovementin relations.
TheACT AdoptionUnit beganto slowly seetheAFA asaresourcetheycouldutilise for
thebettermentof all concernedandwebecameallies in theintercountryadoption
process.We establishedaMemorandumofUnderstandingbetweenourorganisations.
Opennessin adoptionbecamethenorm,andapplicantscouldview theirhomestudy
applicationsandfeeltheyhadsomeownershipofthishighly stressfulprocess.
Applicantswereencouragedto feeltheywereactiveparticipantsin theadoptionprocess,
andwereworkingin partnershipwith theAdoptionUnit to ensurebestoutcomefor the
childrenandfamiliesconcerned.

I amhappyto saythis climateand attitudehavecontinued.Familiesnowmorereadily
seekouttheadviceandsupportofourAdoptionUnit professionals.I regardtheACT
AdoptionUnit asthebestin Australia. Althoughwe still disagreeon somematters,at
leasttheseissuesarenow opento discussionin anatmosphereofmutualrespect.

The ACT appearsto havethehighestpercapitarateofintercountryadoptions.Earlier
this yearI calculatedthefollowing comparisonsusing2004statepopulationfiguresfrom
theAustralianBureauofStatisticsat
www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs(~.nsfLookup/6949409DC8B8FB92CA256BC60001 B3D1
andintercountryadoptionfiguresfor 2003/04from theAustralianInstituteofHealthand
Welfareatwww.aihw.gov.au/publications/cws/aaO3-04/aaO3-04.pdf

Population Intercountryadoptions Oneadoptionper...

ACT 324000 26 12,461
SA 1534300 72 21,309
TAS 482100 22 21,913
NT 199900 5 39,980
WA 1982200 44 45,050
VIC 4972800 86 57,823
QLD 3882000 49 79,224
NSW 6731399 66 101,990

Althoughnumbersofintercountryadoptionsmay varybecauseofdemographicfeatures
(differing incomes,education,etc.) it is clearthat it is fareasierto adoptin some
Australianstatesthanin others. NSWis astatewith apopulationmorethan20 times
thatoftheACT, yettheymanagedlessthan3 timesthenumberofintercountryadoption
placementsin theyearto 2004. If NSW residentsadoptedat thesamerateasACT
residentsthereshouldhavebeenapproximately540intercountryadoptionsin NSWthat
yearinsteadof66.

TheACT AdoptionUnit managesto operateareasonablytimely, professionaladoption
servicethatmaintainstheinterestsofthechild asparamount.Theyareableto do this
usinglegislation(ACT Adoption Act 1993)thatdoesnot discriminateon thebasisof
age,maritalstatus,orsexualorientationofapplicants,norapolicy thatdiscriminateson
family sizeorweight limits. Rather,theseandotherissuesareleft to theadoption
professionalsto discuss,seekprofessionalmedicaladviceif needed(for example,if an
applicantissignificantlyoverweight)andto makerecommendationsregardingindividual
applicants.At themostrecentInformationDayfor peopleinterestedin intercountry
adoption,theyweresurprisedto havedoubletheusualnumberofattendees.Insteadof
restrictingorextendingtheapplicationprocess,theAdoptionUnit hasinsteadscheduled



anadditionalAdoption Seminarto caterfor thisunexpectedandsuddenincreasein
prospectiveapplicants.

My family couldnothaveexistedin anumberofotherstates.My husbandwouldnot
havebeenableto adoptouryoungestchildrenashewould havebeenpastthemaximum
ageeligibleto adopt(hewas 51 yearsold whenouryoungesttwo childrenjoinedus), I
would havebeenconsideredtoo overweight,andour family wouldhavehadtoo many
children. InsteadtheACT adoptionprocessallowedus to makeourcaseandassessedus
on our individual merits. Also, our10 yearold wouldhavebeenconsideredtooold to be
adoptedin someAustralianstates.Hehasbeenamemberofour family for 10 yearsnow
andis awonderful,courteousandloving youngman. He completedhisYear.12
certificatelast yearandhe isnow working full time asan apprenticerefrigerationand
air-conditioningtechnician.

I know adoptivefamilieswho havemovedfrom Queenslandto theACT to completean
adoption,asthewaitingtimein Queenslandwastoo longandtheywould have
encounteredproblemswith theweightrestrictionson applicants.In theACT theywere
consideredsuitableto adopt,andtheymovedbackto Queenslandhavingsucceededin
adoptingthreechildren. I alsoknowa family who adoptedachild while living in the
ACT. Theythenmovedto anestate10 minutesfrom theirprevioushomebutit
happenedto beoverthestateborder. This meanttheirsecondadoptionapplicationhad
to go throughNSW, andit wasinitially refusedasthehusbandwasconsideredtoo
overweight. This wasdespitethefactthattheACT hadnotseenhisweightasan issueat
all andtheywerealreadysuccessfullyparentingayoungchild from overseas.

OvertheyearsI haveheardmanysimilarstories,oftenapparentlybasedon “best
interestsofthechild” but withoutsupportingevidencesuppliedto showwhy these
restrictionsarenecessaryorevenuseful. The costof adoptingin somestatesisnow
prohibitive. I amcertainthathavingmorethanoneadoptedchild in afamily is anasset
to thechildren,asonlyanotheradopteecantruly understandtheexperienceofadoption,
but costsin somestatesmakethis optiondifficult orimpossible. Wecertainlycouldnot
haveadoptedour six children,on oneincome,if wehadlived in a statewith ahigh
adoptionapplicationfee.

Regards,

JuliaRollings

ACT—


