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April21, 2005

TheCommitteeSecretary
StandingCommitteeon Family andHumanServices
Houseof Representatives
ParliamentHouse
Canberra ACT 2600
Emailaddress:fhs.reps@aph.gov.au

DearCommitteeSecretary P
I amwriting in relationto maternitypaymentsforIntercountryAdoptees.Wehavetwo adoptedchildren
from Korea. We feelsoprivilegedto begiventheopportunityby bothAustraliaandKoreato welcome
thesechildreninto our livesandprovidealoving family.

I was extremelypleasedwhentheLiberalgovernmentintroducedthe$3000maternitypaymentto children
lessthan26 weeks,as I knewthat our secondbabyMia would qualify. Wecollectedour first child Luke in
2002 whenhewas 22 weeksold soI assumedthatMia wouldbethe sameage. Unfortunatelydueto
bureaucracy,visas,legalisationprocessesetc, wecollectedMia whenshewas28 weeksof age. Thisof
courseputheroverthe26 weekthresholdby 2 weeks. I would appreciateyou consideringour casein
providingthepaymentas shewas bornon September17,2004which qualifiesher.

Adopteesandparentsfacechallengingtimesno matterwhatage,andI believethatweshouldnotbe
disadvantagedin anywayandinsteadshouldberewardedandsupportedfinanciallyto rearour children.
Therearevery few adoptionsannuallyandby removingtheagelimit of 26 weekswould assistall families
tremendously.Thereis nothinggreaterin life thanprovidinga loving secureenvironmentfor a child and
asa societyit isour obligationto ensurethis.

Whilst you canneverputapriceon thejoyandpleasureourchildrenbring us,thecostof intercountry
adoptionis veryexpensive.Theadoptionof ourtwo childrenhascostus in thevicinity of $50,000. This
costdoesnotincludeflights, accommodationand associatedcostsrequiredto collectourbabiesfrom their
birth country.

Pleasereview yourpolicieson maternitypaymentsfor intercountryadopteesspecificallytheagelimit of
thechildreneligible to thesebenefitsto enableall families the right to all entitlementsavailableto birth
families.

Yoursincerely
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